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After the riots, talk of political reform 

King, government work to 
defuse political crisis 


By Harodan A1 Hajj and 
Raed A1 Abed 

AS LIFE returned to normal in 
the south of the country, after 
three days of public distur¬ 
bances over bread prices, the 
political crisis that accompanied 
it still looms in Amman. The 
government has not shown signs 
of retraction From its economic 
reform policies while the oppo¬ 
sition parties renewed its 
demands for the resignation of 
the K atari ti government, 
decreasing the bread prices and 
fodder and the release of prison¬ 
ers who were arrested al ter the 
riots in the south two weeks 
ago. 

The 11-party opposition bloc, 
which includes 23 Lower House 
deputies, is changing its tactics 
now that Parliament is in recess. 
The oppoistion has directly 
appealed to His Majesty the 
King to intervene. Two separate 
memos were sent to King Huss¬ 
ein by opposition parties and 
deputies accusing the govern¬ 
ment of avoiding ''rational dia¬ 
logue." The memos suggested 
to the King four ways to defuse 
tension. Overruling the govern¬ 
ment's decision to increase the 
prices of bread and fodder is the 


centerpiece of the opposition 
demand. They also called to 
end all forms of military pres¬ 
ence. and for the release of all 
those detained in the past two 
weeks in connection with the 
riots. A national dialogue was 
also suggested by the opposi¬ 
tion, but “ any form of posi¬ 
tive and active dialogue could 
not be achieved while our party 
activists are behind bars, and 
could not be achieved while the 
attacks on people and the oppo¬ 
site opinion continues by the 
government.” 

On his part, the King, and in 
3 scries of speeches to deputies 
and the public, sent clear sig¬ 
nals aimed at demising the cri¬ 
sis. assuring Jordanians and 
creating a comprehensive 
national dialogue. 

But what will be the basis of 
the dialogue, when the two 
sides of the equation, the oppo¬ 
sition and the government, 
refuse to make, or appear to be 
making, concessions to one 
another. 

A comprehensive national 
dialogue has become an urgent 
need, observers believe. It is 
the only way to defuse the cri¬ 
sis and relaunch the political 
process. 



King addresses Lower House deputies on Thursday 


However, observers say the 
government will remain and that 
its decisions will not be 
reversed. Driving this point 
home is the King's personal and 
renewed support of his prime 
minister. Change is unlikely to 
occur before the end of the year, 
it is maintained. 

Amman's political salons talk 
of the conciliatory role that 
Crown Prince Hassan could play 
in the coming days. They note 



that Prince Hasson’s views were 
not heard during the latest devel¬ 
opments and even before—since 
the new government took over. 
Some newspapers speculated 
that the Crown Prince was not 
pleased with the government's 
latest measures over bread and 
fodder subsidies and that he 
would have liked a compromise 
to be found between the govern¬ 
ment and the Lower House over 
the issue. 

It is not yet clear how the pro¬ 
cess of political reform, which is 
to accompany economic .-read¬ 
justment, "win begin. But observ¬ 
ers believe that the King and the 
government are 
active measures to be adopted 
soon. Sources speculated that 
there is an intention to reactivate 
the Royal Commission for the 
National Charter, headed by for¬ 
mer prime minister Ahmad 
Obiedat, who has long been con¬ 
sidered a common basis between 
the opposition camp and deci¬ 


sion makers in die country. The 
Committee. which was 
assigned by the King in 1990, 
directly after die declaration of 
tire democratic process in tire 
country, succeeded in providing 
a common ground for all the 
political colon in the country. 

The same observers say the 
- King has reiterated his support 
of the Kabariti government on a 
number of occasions, the last 
was during his meeting with 
former prime ministers of Jor¬ 
dan, which lasted over four 
boms. Among t hem - were 
Ahmad Obddat and Talier At 
r Masri who warned against the 
a fixture rids If die problem 
' remains unresolved. 

But with such a strong man¬ 
date from the King, the govern¬ 
ment is expected to maintain its 
current course but will also try 
to restore public confidence in 
its policies as soon as possible. 

Continued on page 2 


CHICAGO—First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton and Tipper Gore acknowledge each 
other after the Vice President's wife introduced Mrs Clinton at the Democratic 
National Convention which opened this week. UPI 


New phone rates as of November 

AMMAN (Star)—Minister of Tdecommn mentions 
Jamal A1 Sarairah presented Wednesday details of the 
Cabinet decision to “restructure telephone services 
rate.” Installation and subscription fees for office tele¬ 
phones have been raised to JD250 and JD60 respec¬ 
tively, while fees remained unchanged for home tele¬ 
phones. Mr Sarairah said that the TCC will reduce 
costs of international calls by an average of 20% in 
addition to the reduced night rate, which will extend to 
local and national calls. 

On the other hand, Mr Sarairah said cost of local and 
national calls will be calculated on the basis of one ann¬ 
ate units and that subscribers will have 335 free min¬ 
utes every mouth. Each additional minute will be 
charged at 9 fils for local calls (63 fils night rate) and 41 
fils for national calls (28.7 fib night rate). 

He said these and other related measures will be 
effective early November. 


Nasser film strikes needed 
chord of national pride 


By John Daniszewski 

LA Times- Wash in$ ton Post 
News Service 

CAIRO—Tahrir Cinema manager 
Said Ibrahim Masuoud says he has 
never seen anything like it—the 
long lines at the box office, the 
cheering of “God is great” during 
showings and the murmurs of "I 
remember those days ...” as movie¬ 
goers file out into the night. 

Egypt's Him sensation of ihc year 
—Nasser 56 —is a grainy, black- 
and-white doc ud ram a that brings 
back a golden period in the life of 
former Egyptian President Gamal 
Shawki Abdel Nasser, the summer 
and autumn of 1956 when he nation¬ 
alized the Suez Canal and stood his 
ground against the outrage and the 
guns of Britain. France and Israel. 

The movie paints Nasser as a 
supreme chess player, a fearless 
leader, a devoted father and a simple 
man of the people, not to mention a 
dashing figure 

with soulful, a 

movie-star J} 

eyes. Although 

it lasts nearly ff' B WA 
three ponderous 

hours, the film U? p H O 
is striking a c ^ 

much-needed 
chord of 

national pride in this filthy, chaotic 
and impoverished megalopolis. 

It reminds viewers of the grand 


dreams they 
shared in die 
heady years 
after Egypt 
had finally 
thrown off 
centuries of 
domination by 
British, French 
and Turkish 
foreigners. 

"It's like 
watching a his¬ 
tory book.” 
said 18-year- 
old Ahmad 
Mofti. a stu¬ 
dent at the 
American Uni¬ 
versity of 

C NLer. a K Ahmad Zaki a, G 
army colonel 

who headed the Free Officers who 
forced the pro-British playboy King 
Farouk to abdicate in 1952, is 
“X played by actor Ahmed Zaki. 
: rja He captures the look, voice 
ml and mannerisms of Nasser at 
p 38, darkly handsome as he 
walks along a beach, cupping 
' t a cigarette and brooding 
I about how to finance the 
Aswan High Dam project. 

His dilemma: The United 
Slates and Britain have with¬ 
drawn their offer to help 'finance the 
Nile River dam that will meet 



Ahmad Zaki as Gamal Abdel Nasser 


Egypt’s needs for power and a more 
regular flow of water to cultivate 
land to feed its burgeoning 
population. 

Nasser sees the rejection as super¬ 
power politics, aimed at keeping 
Egypt poor and tethered to the West. 
His answer: nationalize the Suez 
Canal . Company, a European- 
dominated state -w ithin-a-state that 
has been a blot'on Egyptian sove¬ 
reignty since the canal opened in 
1869. 

For the next hour or so of the 
movie, Nasser springs his brain¬ 


storm on various aides and minis¬ 
ters, who react with either uncon¬ 
trolled joy or sheer terror. The 
always-practical Egyptian secret ser¬ 
vice dispatches a spy to figure out 
how the West will react 

Between the president's many 
appointments, there are repeated 
scenes of Nasser's four children 
rushing in to wrap their arms around 
his knees. Other touches include 
Nasser piously refusing to allow the 
army to build a swimming pool for 
bis children, turning up his nose at 
European food to eat simple peasant 
fare and telling his teary-eyed wife 
of his dream to take her on a cruise 
one day. 

Tbe energy of the movie comes in 
two key speeches—one on July 26, 
1956, in Alexandria, when Nasser 
gives the secret code word and then 
announces the nationalization of the 
canal, and tbe other the following 
October at a Cairo mosque, wheal he 
mounts the pulpit and shouts his 
defiance to the British-French- 
Israeti military alliance that has 
seized the Sinai. 

Critics of tbe movie in Egypt say 
its portrayal of Nasser is too rosy, 
with no foreshadowing of the mis¬ 
takes that came later in his rule. Oth¬ 
ers argue that it gives Nasser too 
much credit for conceptualizing the 
nationalization, which had been dis¬ 
cussed in patriotic circles for 
decades. 

Egyptians recognize that, but the 
movie is good for their mood. “We 
want to take a break from the diffi¬ 
cult business of Hiring in a work! 
ridden with political complexities 
and travel to a past when things 
were simple,” said one critic, “to the 
days when the movies talked in 
black and white.” ■ 


Israelis told not to 
panic in wake of 
Syrian troop moves 


r a t c two sides could stum 

that neither intends. 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM—A senes of Syr- Beneath the crow 

ian troop movenKuts dong Israel's northern Benjamin I 

border, dismissed at first as insignificant or of m lsraeI i > 
routine, has generated growing unease here Heights, which Israe 
amid the deepest diplomatic impasse since inthel 967 MiddleF 
the two nations began peace talks in 1991. fn -j™. 

Tbe Syrian initiatives, which include stepped- ^ ^ Uni ted StatR 

up mfliEaor exerases and reposibonuig of grin that he does n< 

substenhal combatumts mar the Israeli bor- 0 f nine informal un 
der, follow an exchange of veiled and not-so- h T ^ Mi 
veiled threats this month between the Israeli y 
and Syrian governments. 

No immediate risk of 
conflict is seen. by Arab, 

Israeli or American ana¬ 
lysts, and there has been no 
decisive shift in the balance 
of forces along the confron¬ 
tation line on the Golan 

Heights. 

But although divided on 
whether the Syrian moves 
are intended as seif-defense 
or saber-rattling, experts in 
pnd out of government 
described them as the first 
significant manipulation of 
military forces since the two 
adversaries agreed to meet 
face to face at tee Madrid 
Conference five years ago: 

Israel and Syria have long 
fought a low-level proxy 
war m the Israeli-controlled 

portion of southern Leba- - 

non, where Hezbollah guer- AH is seemingly quiet on the Golan 
rillas operating from Syrian- 
controlled territory battle 

touch tnx^ffld tbe Iaaefi^iotTOtedSoUth ^ 

Uteanon Army.Jsraeb and Synan forc^ jJSyEnd before 
howler, have taken pains to avoid direct ^ dectfo^ 

Apartfrom marking a new low in their dia- 
Iogue, the implied menace of tee new deploy- least 35 qqq Svrijm b 
menis, together with ^ the likelihood of awn- SK ofthe mmti 
termeasures by toad, cany a logic of their Tbesdav accordii 

own that is worrisome Go Israeli officials and _ ., , , 

****. tq lareli mi 

M cautious in tbeir Syna 

appraisals, several said they feared that the Ci 


two sides could stumble into an escalation 
that neither intends. 

Beneath tbe growing tension is Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's rejection 
of any Israeli withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights, which Israel captured from Syria 
in the 1967 Middle East war. 

fa recent contacts teat were mediated 
by the United States, Netanyahu notified 
Syria that he does not feel bound by a set 
of nine informal understandings reached 
by Israeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres at 



negotiations at tee Wye Plantation in 
Maryland before Netanyahu defeated 
Peres in elections last May. 

The major Syrian military movements 
involve units based in Lebanon, where at 
least 35,000 Syrian troops have controlled 
the bulk of the country since 1976. 

Tuesday, according to officials with 
access to Israeli and foreign intelligence 
reports. Syria continued to shift the tanks 

Continued on page2 


American Muslims 
active in political process 
as election nears 


WASHINGTON—According 
to US population polls, the esti¬ 
mated six million Muslims in 
tbe United Stales comprise, or 
soon will comprise, tbe second 
largest religious community in 
the country. Their increasing 
numbers make them an emerg¬ 
ing voice on the American 
political scene, and in cities 
across tee country, Muslim citi¬ 
zens are mobilizing to express 
their views in anticipation of 
tee upcoming national election. 

fa an effort to promote fam¬ 
ily values, prevent crime, com¬ 
bat drug abuse, and encourage 
other worthwhile social goals, 
the Washington-based Council 
on American-Islamic Relations 
(CAIR), and die newly formed 
Muslim Women for America 


(MWA) held a joint press con¬ 
ference August 26 to designate 
September 13 “Muslim voter 
registration day” and to 
announce several initiatives 
designated to increase Ameri¬ 
can Muslim participation in the 
political process. 

Nihad Awad, executive 
director of CAIR, reported that 
his organization is encouraging 
America’s Muslim communi¬ 
ties to form local voter regis¬ 
tration committees; contact 
votCT registration offices to 
gather'information about local 
regulations; on September 13, 
the date designated as Ameri¬ 
can Muslim Voter Registration 
Day. set up voter registration 
tables in local mosques. 


Islamic centers and Muslim- 
owned stores and businesses; 
and bn election day, encourage 
a strong Muslim turnout and 
conduct exit polling to gauge 
voting behavior. 

.. Also at the news conference, 
tee Muslim Women’s Associa¬ 
tion outlined a ground breaking 
mobilization drive aimed at 
registering, educating and pol¬ 
ling Muslim women voters. 
This new organization has as 
its focus the political involve¬ 
ment and activity of not only 
Muslim women,, but women of 
every religious background 
whom it is encouraging to 
become politically aware, vote, 
and run for office. 

Continued on page3 




Charles and Di divorce is not 
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An unconventional report on Jordanian news 
and views edited bv Marwan Al Asmar 


ises RCMD 


HJS MAJESTY I 
King Hussein -sent \i \ 
message 10 His ■ 

Royal Highness ' 

Prince Hassan. con- ; j . ■;• 

emulating him on ,j - ■ d 

The completion of I 

[he work of the ! IISSP? ^ssjSrv a 

Royal Commission j % JfeWfJ-: 

for Modernization | V\ ■' . V 

and Development j 1 t 

said that the go*.- j 

emment will now j._ 'y ^ns^a^rW -'~* 1 ' Jh.‘r$SSl 

study the proposals 

and*take steps to j; '■*&$*' ^pjj|||95 

implement them for ' ■ j gk 

the benefit of the n -rf mSf ^gR^ffiSn 

country. He added FfflF $&£S &k BBS 

that the two-year Hr 

old commission 'iftraiaar JB /BfiBBBflHB 

was set up to study 

the administrative apparatus of the state and to draw up the 
framework and the proposals necessary for its development 
and its modernization. The King said that he hoped the gov¬ 
ernment will use the report to re-enact laws and decisions for 
the welfare of the country. King Hussein said that he hoped 
now that the implementation of the recommendations of the 
decision lead to "flexibility, dynamism and ability to face 
the many challenges ahead.” 

In his reply Prince Hassan said that "Since I was given the 
honor of presiding over the commission two years ago. we 
set out to lind the framework, means and proposals to help 
achieve justice for ail. preserve the interests of the nation 
and citizens, protect our achievements and pave the way to 
deal effectively with the continuous changes in the world." 


Back to school 

@ More than 1.400.000 pupils 
will start school this Saturday. 
There is 4224 schools in the 
Kingdom. About 120.0*3*3 of 
these pupils will attend the 
first grade for the first time. 
There could be a shortage in 
teachers this year because of 
the number of teachers that are 
"leni" by the Ministry of Edu¬ 
cation to the Gulf countries. 
These include Oman, the 
United Arab Emirates and 
Saudi Arabia. About 1500 
teachers are lent to Saudi Ara¬ 


bia alone. All measures are 
taken by the ministry to ensure 
that there won’t be any teacher 
shortages in the country. The 
number of teachers that exist 
in the country is more than 
48.000. 

University 

education 

■ The public universities have 
accepted more than 11.000 
students for the 1996/97 aca¬ 
demic year. These include the 
obligatory' 10 percent of Arab 


King, government work 


Continued from page 1 

Last week. Mr Kabariti unveiled 
a number of economic initia¬ 
tives designed w stimulate the 
participation of the private 
sector. 

The alternative for the gov¬ 
ernment's recent procedures, as 
officials believe, is Lhe devalua¬ 
tion of the dinar, the decrease of 
foodstuff commodities and med¬ 
icine from the local market. In 
addition, there will be-insuffi¬ 
cient amounts of hard currency 
to cover the Jordanian imports. 
Consequently, the whole coun¬ 


try will be under threat There 
should be a unified stance to 
avoid the previously mentioned 
problems even if this will 
reduce the popularity of the gov¬ 
ernment and people's trust to iL 
But in spile of the govern¬ 
ment’s seemingly strong posi¬ 
tion. it will still have to deal 
with a growing opposition bloc 
and a hostile ParliamenL 
Observers believe the opposi¬ 
tion was able to exploit the riots 
in the south to its favor. The 
opposition camp is growing, 
and recently new elements have 
joined it including, centrist 




and foreign students. The low¬ 
est accepted Tawjihi results 
for this year is 76.5 percent. 
But students are increasing 
yearly. No doubt a lot of them 
will register in private univer¬ 
sities. On another level, a new 
public university will soon be 
set up in Balqa. 

Life returns to 
normal in Karak 

■ Karak is back to normal 
again. No demonstrations, no 
violence. It is as if the events 
did not exist. The Governor of 
Karak, Mr Badr Al Din A! 
Weidian. said earlier this week 
that the curfew is now totally 
lifted. Meanwhile, those held 
in detention because of the 
Karak events are being 
released. So far. 118 people 
have been set free. However, 
the opposition deputies arc 
calling on the government to 
release all those that are still 
held in detention. The deputies 
earlier said Ll^ai the govern¬ 
ment should embark on a con¬ 
structive dialogue. In tum, the 
latter said that it has released 
most of those that were 
detained. 

Water reported 
clean 

■ Thank goodness for small 
mercies. You will be glad to 
know that 98.5 percent of the 
water you are drinking is safe. 
And that’s according to offi¬ 
cial sources at the Ministry of 
Water and Irrigation. This is 
good news indeed as people 
are increasingly worried about 
water especially in the hot 
Summer. The ministry came at 
this figure after extensive test¬ 
ing of water. On another level, 
the ministry is currently con¬ 
ducting research on water dis¬ 
tribution in the Amman area. It 
is seeking to divide the capital 
into 60 distribution areas 
instead of the current eight. 
The aim is to improve water 
distribution. The research for 
the plan costs JD 1 million and 


heavy weight deputies, who 
found themselves being under¬ 
estimated by the government, 
like Former prime minister 
Taher Al Masri. Abdel Raouf Al 
Rawabdeh and Samir 
Habashneh. 

Deputy Abdullah Akhu 
Ersheidah warned that the depu¬ 
ties may back a vote of no confi¬ 
dence motion against the gov¬ 
ernment in the next ordinary 
session. Deputy Toujan Faisal 
said the dispute with the govern¬ 
ment is a waste of time and any 
dialogue is becoming useless. 

Some believe the confronta¬ 
tion is taking the shape of a per¬ 
sonal fight, focusing on the 
character of Mr Kabariti. He is 
accused of patronizing the depu¬ 
ties. of being arrogant and of 
being an anti-democrat. 

Added to this is the fact that 
Mr Kabarili is yet to detuse the 
crisis within his cabinet. Leftist 
Minister of Agriculture. Dr 
Mustafa Shneikat, expressed his 
opposition to recent government 
policies. The Unionist Demo¬ 
cratic Party (UDP). of which 
Shneikat is a leading member, 
has rejoined the opposition 
ranks and the party's Secretary 
General. Issa Mdanat, is a 
strong government critic. ■ 


is being financed by the Ger¬ 
man Construction Bank. Pan 
of the research involves study¬ 
ing the water network system 
which is currently being mod¬ 
ernized. The program which 
costs the government JD 200 
million will be completed by 
the year 2000. 

Moasher defends 
bread price hike 

■ In his regular meeting with 
the press, the Minister of 
Information Dr Marwan Al 
Moasher defended the way 
the government took the deci¬ 
sion” to increase the price of 

bread. He _^ 

rejected 
accusatio 
ns that | 
the deci¬ 
sion was 
heavy- 
handed, 
said it 
was stud¬ 
ied care¬ 
fully and Moasher 
presenie 
d to the 

Lower House for further dis¬ 
cussion. He added that after 
40 days of dialogue with dep¬ 
uties. political parlies and 
trade unions, the government 
had no choice but to raise 
bread and fodder prices 



Prince Talal appointed NSC’s director 



■ Prince Talal Bin Mohammad has recently been 
appointed as director of the National Security Council 
(NSC) replacing Maj. Gen. Mnstapha AJ Qaisi who 
submitted his resignation to His Majesty King Hussein 
earlier this w eek. 

Prince Talal has worked as the King’s military secre¬ 
tary for the past five and and a half years. Mr Qaissi, 
who has also been a former director of the General 
Intelligence Dept., said in his resignation letter that he 
was honored to serve under the King ’s leadership all 
these years. 

The king has in return extended appreciation of the 
efforts and services of Al Qaisi over the last 38 years. 



because it was not presented 
with any viable alternatives. 
The minister said that this was 
the right choice because it is a 
responsible government which 
wants to reduce debts. He con¬ 
tinued that the government 
was proved right about bread 
wastage. This is because the 


Hooray Ramtha! 

■ Ramtha would appear to be a booming town these days. 
Despite the problems of unemployment In the country, the 
Labor Directorate issued more than 4500 work permits dur¬ 
ing the last seven months. This makes the total workforce 
in the Ramtha Govcrnorate about 11.000. Such an expan¬ 
sion in employment means that that part or Jordan is fully- 
equipped for "further investment in local industry. It must 
be pointed out. however, that 80 percent of the work per¬ 
mits granted are related to work in the agricultural sector. 
But this is good news indeed, because what it means, is 
that such a sector is really expanding. There are over 2000 
establishments in the area, and are increasing. Officials in 
the directorate say that they are badly in need of skilled 
labor. 


bread consumption was 
reduced by 35 percent He 
added that if the wheat subsidy 
remained the same then the 
country's debts would have 
increased by $1.6 billion in the 
next 10 years. 

US provides Jordan 
with rice loan 

■ A loan agreement to help 
Jordan purchase rice from 
American suppliers was signed 
this week. The agreement adds 
$6 million to an earlier loan of 
15 million that was signed in 
October 1995. It brings the 
total US agricultural loans in 
1996 to $21 million. About 
$13.4 million has been used by 
Jordan to purchase wheat. 
However, the latest agreement 
will enable Jordan to purchase 
about 19,000 loos of rice. The 
loan is provided at a conces¬ 
sional interest rate of three 
percent for the first seven 
years and four percent thereaf- 


Charles and Di divorce is 
not yet the end of the story 


Continued from page 1 

risma to maintain the high pub¬ 
lic profile she needs to have 
and to feel that she has not 
been ditched and eclipsed by 
the royal family.” 

The couple that made a mess 
of their 15-year marriage will 
now have to salvage the 
divorce, if not for the sake of 
the children. Prince William 
and Prince Harry, then for the 
sake of the monarchy, which 
has been battered by years of 
royal marriage scandal. 

In the buildup to Divorce 
Day. the royals appeared to pull 
out all slops to placate a public 
growing increasingly disen¬ 
chanted with the Windsors. 

Earlier this month, it was 
revealed senior members of the 
royal family, including Queen 
Elizabeth II, were discussing 
the development of the 
monarchy. 

Among the proposals that 
were floated were streamlining 
the royal family, allowing heirs 


ariaLhfeiltg L*r>^ f 4l©!lg S&fe 

Cyprus Airways is now flying even higher. Equipped with one of the 
youngest and most modern fleets, with a large destination list including key 
centres throughout Europe and the Middle East, Cyprus Airways is among 
the world's Top 8 airlines according to a recent U.K survey. 

Cyprus Airways. Your airline Our airline An airline we can all be proud of. 



to the throne io marry Catho¬ 
lics. ending the monarch’s role 
as head of the Church of Eng¬ 
land. and scrapping public 
financing of the royals. 

But the media remains 
focused on the royal soap 
opera. 

Charles, faces the "Camilla 
Problem." as the tabloid news¬ 
papers and public begin to tum 
their attention to his mistress, 
who has apparently been the 
object of his affections since 
1970. 

The News of the World 
landed the first scoop Sunday 
by publishing the first "inti¬ 
mate” photographs of the 
couple in 20 years. Parker 
Bowles was photographed with 
a friend walking some five 
paces behind Charles, but the 
fuzzy picture was enough to 
ignite a media furor. 

"Bed her ... don't wed her," 
thundered The Sun of London 
Tuesday, trumpeting the results 
of a phone-in poll that claimed 


85 percent of the callers were 
against Charles remarrying to 
Parker Bowles. 

“Our poll is powerful evi¬ 
dence that perhaps Charles 
should make it clear he will 
never wed Camilla Parker 
Bowles," the paper said in an 
editorial. 

The Sunday Telegraph 
claimed senior clergy in the 
Church of England had “strong 
misgivings, bordering on hos¬ 
tility," to Charles' remarrying. 

"Right now. remarriage 
would be a complete disaster 
for him.” Evans says. “It would 


ter. Repayment will begin fol¬ 
lowing a grace period of five 
years and in 16 installments. 

Demo promised to 
be held elsewhere! 

■ The hungry one million, a 
march that was to start from 
the Al Husseini Mosque to the 
Downtown Square last Friday 
was cancelled. The level of 
security around the area was 
very high. The IAF. one of the 
organizers of the march, prom¬ 
ised to hold such a protest 
shortly. One of their officials 
said that such a march won't 
necessary be held in Amman. 
But that poses a problem. One 
of the reasons for the failure of 
last Friday's march was 
because the Governor of 
Amman Tal’at Al Nawaiseh 
refused to give permission to 
the protesters. It is thus doubt¬ 
ful whether other governors 
across the country would grant 
such a permission. 


show he is out of touch with 
the public mood. The irony is 
that Camilla has been the per¬ 
fect courtier. She is very dis¬ 
creet. She has stayed in the 
background. That’s what the 
royal family likes. She is the 
exact opposite of Diana." 

Diana, who lost her title as 
"Her Royal Highness." remains 
a royal headache for her soon- 
to-be former in-laws. 

She is the mother to an heir 
to the British throne. She is 
rich. And after the divorce, she 
wifi again be single. 

“What is going to be diffi¬ 
cult for her in the future, is as 
the most famous woman in the 
world, she is under a lot of 
pressure and scrutiny.” Evans 
says. “It will be difficult for 
her to form personal relation¬ 
ships with people. Everyone 
wants her story.” ■ 


USAir competes 
for air routes 

USAIR APPLIED to serve London's Heathrow Airport from 
Boston/ Charlolte/PhiJadelphia and Pittsburgh citing the need for 
competition in the important US-UK market to the proposed 
Mega-alliance between British Airways and American Airlines. In a 
filing with the department of transportation USAir said it is uniquely 
suited because of its route network to give consumers an effective 
choice on schedules prices and levels of service between almost 200 
US cities and the UK. 

“These routes will ensure the level of competition that consumers 
need.” said Stephen M. Wolf, chairman and CEO of USAir. "They 
also will cement USAir's positions as a significant presence in the 
transatlantic marketplace, helping the communities we serve to build 
the jobs and economic growth that flow from international 


commerce. 
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USAir would provide the only US-fiag competition in each of the 
four cities to the service that would be provided by the proposed 
alliance between British Airways and American Airlines, which 
otherwise would have total dominance in these markets. 

A vast majority of US-UK air traffic is from or to the eastern 
United States, where USAir noted that it is the pre-eminent carrier 
and the only US airline that can redress the looming imbalance in 
competition presented by the proposed BA-AA alliance. 

“London’s Heathrow airport is the fulcrum for international air 
travel to and from the United States via Europe and for US-UK 
travel. We are uniquely positioned to play a major role in enhancing 
this service.” Wolf said. 

USAir currently services Frankfurt. Madird, Munich. Paris and 
Rome from Philadelphia and Frankfurt from Pittsburgh and Boston. 

USAir is the leading carrier at all four airports from which service 
is being sought and has an extensive network of feeder flights at all 
four cities markedly expanding the reach of each international 
gateway city. 

In its filing with the department of transportation USAir strongly 
supported the US government's efforts to secure an "open skies” 
agreement with the United Kingdom. 

“A meaningful 'open skies' agreement, however, required a 
competitive market structure in which USAir and other US airlines 
can compere from their hub cities to London's Heathrow Airport," 
USAir said. “For that to occur, the two governments must altn take 
necessary steps to ensure the availability of commercially viable 
operating slots and facrlities needed by earners to implement their 
new competitive services." 

USAir and USAir Express offer almost 5.000 flights daily to 
almost 200 destinations, including 39 states in the US Puerto Rico 
Canada. France, Germany. Italy. Mexico, the Bahamas Bermuda! 
US. Virgin Islands, Cayman islands. Jamaica, Sl Marten and Spain. 


Israelis 
told not 
to panic 

Continued from page 1 

and supporting vehicles 
of an armored brigade 
from positions east of 
Beirut—at B ham dun and 
Dahr al Baydar. along the 
main highway linking the 
Lebanese and Syrian cap¬ 
itals—to the southern 
Bekaa Valley, close to. 
Israel. 

In a more serious 
development, two of the 
three regiments of the 
14th Syrian Special 
Forces Division have 
been withdrawn from 
Lebanon to take up posi¬ 
tions on the Syrian side 
of Mount Hermon. That 
peak, now home to an 
Israeli intelligence com¬ 
plex. is the highest and 
most strategic point on 
the Golan plateau. 

Israeli military intelli¬ 
gence assessments are 
cautiously confident thus 
far that the Syrian moves 
are ‘largely defensive” in 
character, according to 
one official, and US 
Ambassador Martin 
Indyk used the same term 
in a public statement on 
Wednesday. 

“There is one problem, 
though," the Israeli offi¬ 
cial said, “because some 
elements of the new 
deployment there can be 
used in due time for 
offensive purposes. These 
units are commando 
units, and they can use 
them very easily against 
targets like our positions 
on the Hermon, as they 
did in the (1973J Yom 
Kippur war." 

One sign of Israel’s 
anxiety is a week-long 
string of public state¬ 
ments in which Netan¬ 
yahu and his ministers 
have sought to persuade 
listeners at home and in 
Syria that there is no rea¬ 
son to fear an outbreak of 
fighting. 

Israel s military censor 
has prevented local news 
organizations from dis- . 
closing all they know 
about the Syrian deploy¬ 
ments, and the conse¬ 
quent vagueness of news¬ 
paper and broadcast 
reports has contributed to 
the discomfort of some 
Israelis. Commenting on 
a Monday night broadcast 
in which Foreign Minis¬ 
ter David Levy said 
“there is no need to panic 
or be in panic" about the 
Syrian moves, columnist 
Yosef Lapid wrote in the 
Maariv newspaper, "If we 
needn't be alarmed, what 
are we being reassured 
about?" 

Syrian fears are 
equally manifest in that 
country's official govern¬ 
ment press, which has 
been filled with warnings 
in recent days that Netan¬ 
yahu plans an attack on 
Syrian forces. 

Until about a week 
ago, the Israeli premier 
appeared to be fostering 
that concern deliberately, 
by way of pressing his 
proposal that Israel and 
Syria should negotiate , 
first about ending their 
proxy war in Lebanon 
rather than immediately 
resuming the previous 
talks toward an exchange 
of the Golan territory for 
a peace treaty. 

In a visit Aug. 19 to 
the Israeli-occupied por¬ 
tion of southern Lebanon. 
Netanyahu seemed to 
include Syria in a list of 
adversaries who would 
suffer “painful" reprisals 
if Hezbollah again 
launches Katyusha rock¬ 
ets into northern Israel. 

"Therefore we sug¬ 
gested to Syria, the Leba¬ 
nese government and the 
Hezbollah that we find a 
way to resolve this con¬ 
flict," Netanyahu said, in 
a threat later reiterated by 
anonymous officials. "If 
it is not found, we will 
only enter an escalation, 
one that will certainly be 
painful to the other side.” 

Syrian rhetoric has 
likewise taken on a harsh¬ 
ness in recent weeks that 
is unprecedented since 

’President Hafez Assad 
declared he had made the 
“strategic choice" to seek 
peace with Israel. 

Gen. Hikmat Shehabi. 
the Syrian chief of staff, 
told the government 
newspaper al-Baath on 
Aug. 1 that Syria still had 
other choices, and Syrian 
newspapers have com¬ 
pared Netanyahu to Hit¬ 
ler. II 
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Grown Prince 
opens fourth 
scientific week 



RAMTHA (Petra)—His Royal Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san on Tuesday called for seizing the opportunity of being in 
a moderate place among the three major superpowers that 
will dominate the next SO years which will be the Far Cast, 
the United States and Unified Europe. ' 

The Crown Prince said in his opening remarks at the 
fourth Jordanian Scientific Week under the title “Man and 
Earih/Human Resources" which is organized by the Higher 
Council of Science and Technology at the Jordanian Univer¬ 
sity of Science and Technology that such an effort would 
enable os to avoid marginalization which also can be real¬ 
ized through bridging our Middle Eastern relations with 
these powers in preparations for entering the world of com¬ 
petition and economic globalization. 

He pointed out that such efforts should start by a thorough 
study of competition factors in order to determine where we 
stand, what we need, and understand how to achieve the 
aspired level of progress others enjoy. 

He added thiu the forthcoming critical and important 
stage makes it imperative that sound and studied bases char¬ 
acterized by comprehensive vision require an analytical and 
revision pause, foreseeing future needs, and deep under¬ 
standing of current international political, social, and eco¬ 
nomic affairs in addition to an understanding of our needs, 
capabilities and objectives necessary to make quantitative 
leaps needed for us to integrate into the 21st century. 

The Crown Prince noted that the fourth Jordanian Scien¬ 
tific Week is designed to push the development process for¬ 
ward with confidence in order to utilize accurate scientific 
data on two major themes which are two of the dearest we 
awn: man and earth. 

He added that utilizing resources, maintaining it in a 
sound and durable environment based on geographical and 
technological data systems, and being aware of die geologi¬ 
cal, geophysical, structural, and geotechnical aspects are in 
the core of our future strategies needed for comprehensive 
and durable development 

Prince Hassan pointed out that traditional production ele¬ 
ments of resources, capital and technology, labour, and 
administration will no longer be the competitive weapon in 
the 21st century, and that they will be proceeded by the 
skills of negotiating diplomacy, creative labour force, quan¬ 
titative education, effective use of telecommunications and 
operational technologies. 

He asserted that the third world problem is in productivity 
and that its solutions is in further investments, development 
of skills, applying better strategies that would provide better 
and competitive produce in accordance with quality stan¬ 
dards in addition to decreasing consumption, increasing sav¬ 
ings and adopting taxation systems that would enhance such 
approaches. 

The Crown Prince indicated that the crucial issue result¬ 
ing from studies and research st3te that productivity is 
linked to improving the educational system which can be 
realized through investment in providing skills continued 
training, upgrading vocational skills, industrial training, and 
proficient administration. He affirmed that necessary meas¬ 
ures of minor burdens is far more better than not applying 
such measures that would entail heavier burdens in the 
future. 

He called upon decision makers to first acknowledge the 
existing of a problem, understanding its aspects before 
attempting to resolve it 

He seven-day scientific event is discussing 23 working 
papers and studies submitted by 58 researchers from the 
public and private sectors, national and private universities, 
the armed forces, professional unions, scientific centers and 
united nations organizations. 

The scientific week aims at discussing the possibility of 
utilizing human and natural resources in water, energy, the 
environment, and mineral resources fields. ■ 
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# His Majesty King Hussein speaks to the people of Aiy in the Karak Governorate, Tuesday. Greeted by local elders, he 
pledged to build a state of law. About 3000 people listened to the King who flew to the town by a helicopter. The King 
said that dialogue must be an instrument in all policy making. tL l pray to God to help me serve you and serve the future 
generations in the remaining years of my life and I hope that dialogue will remain our method to attain what is best for 
us and to solve our problems," The King added. His Majesty received a sword as a pledge of allegiance by the local 
tribes. 

Hamzeh Mansour of the IAF 

‘..we see the government as 
unqualified to continue’ 

People acted out of frustration, they erupted, lost control and 
practiced things they themselves do not agree with, but it happened 


EDITOR'S NOTE: Deputy 
Hamzeh Mansour is a promi¬ 
nent figure in the Islamic Ac¬ 
tion Front (IAF)—the politi¬ 
cal arm of the Muslim 
Brotherhood—and the 

spokesman for the Islamic 
bloc in the Lower House. Mr 
Mansour says that the gov¬ 
ernment must resign. He 
talked to The Star’s Raed A1 
Abed about the last riots in 
the south of the country. Ex¬ 
cerpts foDow: 

The government claims 
that the crisis concerning 
bread is over. Do you agree? 
and do you think that the 
government emerged strong¬ 
er than before? 

The weakness or strength of 
any prime minister are meas¬ 
ured by how strong or weak is 
the trust of people in him. I be¬ 
lieve this government is not 
strong and does not have a pop¬ 
ular feedback, and also it does 
not have the support of the 
Lower House. 

If the government was sure 
of its strength, it would not 
have appealed to His Majesty 
the King to dissolve the ex¬ 
traordinary session of the Low¬ 
er House. This government, 
which used the security forces 
to prevent the people and polit¬ 
ical parties from expressing 
their opinions, and only permit¬ 
ted government supporters to 
march, this government is not 
stronger than it was in the past. 
In fact, it is in its weakest 


The IAF and the Muslim 
Brotherhood were angled 
out from any criticism during 
the latest riots in the south. 
Some believe that such a step 
was aimed at driving a wedge 
into the 11-party opposition 
alliance, which the IAF is 
leading. How do you see 
that? 

Any auempr to break up the 
opposition alliance will not 
pass. The opposition front is 
still actively coordinating at all 
levels, we hold periodical 



Mansour 

meetings for the general secre¬ 
taries of the parties, also a new 
party, A1 Ansar, has joined the 
opposition. The panics arc 
coordinating on two levels, first 
on the level of the Popular Con¬ 
ference for the Protection of the 
Homeland and the Confronta¬ 
tion of Normalization, the other 
is on the level of the National 
Committee to Defend the Peo¬ 
ple's Living Standards. 

Therefore the stands of the 
opposition alliance are becom¬ 
ing more stronger, common 
basis and ties within the alli¬ 
ance are becoming more 
consolidated. 

The same applies to opposi¬ 
tion deputies. We bold two reg¬ 
ular meetings every week 
because we believe that the 
House should not be absent 
from t he on going events. The 
dissolution of the extraordinary 
session does not mean the dis¬ 
solution of the duties of the 
deputies. We (23 opposition 
deputies] practice our duties as 
a mini House representing the 
opposition in the country. 


American Muslims active in 
political process as election nears 


Continued from page 1 
and run for office. 

“There is a clear message 
Wng given to Muslim women 
today" said MWA president, 
Anisa Abd El Fattah. “When it 
comes to politics, your vote is 
onr voice.” 

Dr Mohamed Nirner, director 
of CAIR, released the first 
opinion poll dealing specifi¬ 
cally and systematically with 
the opinions of Muslim- 
Americans concerning a variety 
of social and political issues. 

The survey paints a picture 
of the average American Mus¬ 
lim as a young, highly educated 
professional who lives in a 
middle class, family oriented 
household. To determine the 
demographic profile of the 
sample, the survey asked ques¬ 
tions about age, gender, educa¬ 
tion level, occupation, income, 
marital status, mosque atten¬ 
dance, voter registration, and 
patty affiliation. 

This is the first opinion poll 
dealing specifically and sys¬ 


tematically with a Muslim con¬ 
stituency. The survey offers a 
profile of the membership of 
one major Muslim organiza¬ 
tion in the United Stales. There 
are inherent difficulties in 
measuring American Muslim 
public opinion. Few database s 
are available from which to 
select a random sample of 
Muslims. Also, some members 
of the community have in the 
past shunned politics and pub¬ 
lic debate. By focusing on a 
systematically developed 
membership base, this survey 
shed some light on where Mus¬ 
lims stand on controversial 
issues. 

The telephone interviews 
were conducted by an indepen¬ 
dent polling company, the 
John Zogby Group Interna¬ 
tional of New Hartford, New 
York. At least five calls were 
made to complete an interview 
at every sampled telephone 
number. Calls were made, in 
the period of July 18-22, to 


numbers at proper intervals 
resulting in 259 completed 
answer sheets. The poll carries 
a margin-of-sampling error of 
+/- 6 % 

Findings of the survey paint 
a picture of the average Ameri¬ 
can Muslim as a young, highly 
educated professional who 
lives in a middle class, family- 
oriented household. Contrary 
to long-held stereotypes, more 
than half of Muslim women 
interviewed work outside their 
homes, mainly in professional 
careers. Also, 8% of these 
women own or manage busi¬ 
nesses. Less than half of the 
women work at home. 

More Muslims identify with 
the Democratic party and its 
constituencies. Still, consider¬ 
ing that Muslims are a minor¬ 
ity grouping, there is a surpris¬ 
ingly large segment that 
identify with the Republican 
party. This finding stands in 
contrast to how other minority 
groupings view their party 


affiliation. There is an over¬ 
whelming majority among 
Black. Hispanic and Jewish 
communities who identify with 
the Democratic party. The 
Republican party has attracted 
only small portions of these 
minority groupings. The com¬ 
paratively large segment of 
Muslims identifying with the 
Republican party is perhaps 
due to the largely conservative 
inclinations among Muslims 
on mauers usually described as 
family-value issues. 

Stiil. the survey shows that 
there is overwhelming evi¬ 
dence that issues of minority 
rights and religious tolerance 
stand out as primary concerns 
for the respondents. On these 
issues Muslims find them¬ 
selves in natural alliance with 
liberal Americans. But no 
matter how Muslim leaders 
draw their alliances, they face 
the formidable challenge of 
mobilizing their constituency. 


How did you react to His 
Majesty’s praise of the IAF 
and the Muslim Brotherhood 
in relation to their role in the 
latest events? 

His Majesty was reviewing 
history. He was talking about 
the period from the 1950s to the 
1990s. He re-affirmed a histori¬ 
cal fact, when he said that the 
Muslim Brotherhood, and later 
the IAF. had always been con¬ 
cerned about the security and 
stability of ihe country. 

Definitely, we are proud of 
this and we will always adhere 
to save security and stability of 
Jordan. But this docs not mean 
to abandon our role. We arc in 
the vanguard position of the 
national and responsible oppo¬ 
sition working for the highest 
interests of the country. 

In addition it is not the first 
time that His Majesty pointed 
out to the role of Islamic 
Action Front. This shows the 
conviction of the King of the 
strength and of the popularity 
of the IAF and the Muslim 
Brotherhood. 

Are you still demanding 
the resignation of the Kaba- 
riti government? 

First, we voted against the 
government of Prime Minister 
Abdel Karim A1 Kabariu in the 
confidence session. Our no 
confidence position towards the 
government is being consoli¬ 
dated by the latest measures of 
the government which harmed 
every household in the country, 
particularly the poor sector. 
Accordingly, we feel that the 
presence of Mr Kabariti and his 
cabinet is a provocation to the 
Jordanian people. So it is better 
for the government to defuse 
the situation. 

Because our memo to the 
King did not talk clearly about 
this demand —the resignation 
of Mr Kabariti— some thought 
that we have altered our posi¬ 
tion. In fact we did not retreat, 
and we see the government as 
unqualified to continue. 

The government has 
accused Iraq and the Jorda¬ 
nian Arab Ba’ath Socialist 
Party of inciting people In the 
south to rioL Do you think 
there were external powers 
behind the events? 

1 think that their are some 
terms that needs to be clarified 
and modernized. Like the term 
‘incitement*, what does it 
mean? If ‘incitement* means 


that we are against the policy 
of increasing the prices of 
bread and others, I am sure that 
all Jordanians are accused of 
incitement, as all Jordanians 
reject these measures. 

But if it [incitement] means 
calling for the destruction of 
state and government establish¬ 
ments and clashing with police 
forces. 1 do not believe that any 
national political party would 
condone such practices. 

People aaed out of frustra¬ 
tion and they erupted and lost 
control and they practiced 
things they themselves do not 
agree with, but it happened. It 
happens everywhere even in 
countries where democracy is 
rooted and advanced. So I 
doubt there is any external fac¬ 
tor behind that. 

Sometimes there are some 
inaccurate and incorrect infor¬ 
mation raised to the decision 
maker. I think we need to slow 
down with Iraq, because our 
stand with Iraq in the past was 
based on principles not only 
interests, such methods should 
rule this relation. 

Therefore I believe political 
parties are performing under 
the law and the Constitution. 
We will strongly confront any 
hand that tries to break the law. 

Those who were arrested are 
after all citizens of this coun¬ 
try. and we know that some of 
them are political activists. So 
we demand that the govern¬ 
ment immediately release all 
prisoners, and we ask it to stop 
its campaign of arresting peo¬ 
ple. The authorities violated 
the immunity of political par¬ 
ties when it allowed itself to 
raid and inspect the headquar¬ 
ter of the Ba’adi party. 

What about the ‘hungry 
million demonstration? Are 
you pushing through to do it? 

We informed Amman’s gov¬ 
ernor about our plan but he 
rejected it. We postponed the 
demonstration, we did not can¬ 
cel it. because the reasons 
behind it still exist. We believe 
it is our right and the people's 
right to express rejection to the 
policies of the government 
using all legal means. 

Do you expect a regression 
in public freedoms or press 
laws? 

If the current government is 
given the right to review, this 
definitely means more deterio¬ 
ration in the democratic 
process. 

But if there is a comprehend 
sive review where all Jordanian 
sectors are represented, in 
secured conditions, this form 
of review, we believe will 

serve democracy and the 
progress of the country. 

Do think the ordinary ses¬ 
sion will be held on time? 
And what are you preparing 
for it? 

I hope that it will be held on 
time, early October. We will 
continue to practices our legis¬ 
lative role, and to observe the 
government’s performance. If 
the government is working to 
defend the interests of the peo¬ 
ple and Arab and Islamic 
causes, then it will receive our 
full support. But any govern¬ 
ment that turns its back on the 
interests of the people and the 
Umma, certainly, does noi 
deserve our support! 



Lower House 
to convene in 
October, says 
Al Sroor 


By Haro dan AJ Hfljj 

Special to The Star 

THE SPEAKER of the Lower House of Parliament Sa'ad 
Hayel Al Sroor confirmed that the final and fourth ordinary 
session of the 12 Lower House will be convened next Octo¬ 
ber as stipu¬ 
lated by the 
Constitution. 

Delay is not 
expected, and 
the last date for 
the convening 
of the session is 
set for 15th of 
the month. 

Deputies arc 
determined to 
hold it on time. 

Mr Al Sroor 
told The Star 
(hat the govern¬ 
ment wants the 
Lower House to 
be resumed as 
an expression 
of parliamen¬ 
tary democracy. 

Furthermore it 
hopes that dep¬ 
uties will return e rA/ir 
to practice their 
legislative and 

supervisory role as stipulated by the Constitution. 

But there might be some problems. The Slur v.ux 
informed that the 23 opposition deputies who boycotted the 
extra-ordinary session, nuy also stay away from the coming 
ordinary session. The reasons behind this boycott is s:iD 
there, members of the opposition argue. 

One of the opposition deputies said they are still deter¬ 
mined to reverse the government's bread and fodder price 
hikes. If this does not they will force the government to 
resign. 

Being the last session in the life of this Lower House, the 
fourth ordinary session, if convened on time, will end next 
February. The government will then start preparing for the 
1997 general election which will be held the following 
October. 

Talk of an extension to the present Parliament is still 
going on. However this seems to be a weak possibility. . nc 
agenda is slid full and there are many draft laws awaiting 
endorsement. Among them is the draft elections law. 

The first act of the ordinary session will be the election of 
a new speaker. Al Sroor is "expected to stand for the third 
time. Abdel Raouf Al Rawabdeh and Samir Hahashneh will 
also be standing. But it is still too early. The coming month 
is likely to show that many other deputies will be standing. 

However. Mr Al Sroor will be looking at Mr A'- 
Rawabdeh who is likely to be a tough challenger, fl 
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"Bui of course. Mr. Arafat... I'll be aJad to bear your point of view!’ 



Where is the peace? 


WITH THE United States turning its attention to the November presidential elections, 
hopes for a resumption of the Middle East peace process appear to have been dashed. 
Add to this the hardline policies of the Likud-led government in Israel, the possible 
collapse of the Palestinian National Authority and the increasing tension between Is¬ 
rael and Syria—and the region becomes its familiar self again. Gone are the charged 
emotions and the w aves of optimism that accompanied the return of Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat to Gaza, the signing of bilateral agreements between Israel and the PLO. 
the secret negotiations between Syria and Israel and the economic prospects that result¬ 
ed from the Amman Economic Summit. 

Today the region appears to have made a full circle and many of us remember too 
well square one where the whole region has been pinned for many decades. The rheto¬ 
ric rings a familiar and obnoxious tone: talk of tension on the borders, troop deploy¬ 
ments. accusations and counter accusations, the works! And so are the deeds. We have 
seen them before—before the peace agreements and the handshakes and the ceremo¬ 
nies in the Rose Garden and the media blitz. Again we see demolitions, land confisca¬ 
tions. closures and intimidations 

So where is the peace? 

The region is living the irony of seeing its history relived day and again. The curse 
of elusive peace, a just and comprehensive peace, has risen from the ashes just when 
the world thought that a new leaf has been turned promising a new beginning for the 
region and its people. 

It would be naive to blame this reversal of fortune on one man: Bibi Netanyahu. But 
it would be a crime not to place the man on the top of our list of culprits, today the 
PNA is at an unenviable position, unable to bring pressure on Israel to honor its com¬ 
mitments, while at the same time making a fool of itself by starting on the wrong foot 
with international allegations of grave violations of human rights, official corruption 
and mismanagement hurled at it from every side. Not the bright future Palestinians 
fought and died for. 

But while Mr Arafat finds himself hostage to a process on which he placed all his 
cards, the entire region which joined in the early celebrations of a new Middle East has 
been embarrassed by the present reality. Mr Netanyahu has turned the mid summer 
dream into a cold and dreary nightmare. Either wav the region is hooked. It cannot re¬ 
tract and it will not move on. 

Netanyahu's tough statements on Jerusalem, his now very clear policy on expanding 
Jewish settlements and partitioning what remains of Palestinian territory so that no en¬ 
tity will ever emerge, all this bodes ill for a region that only few months ago thought it 
was finally emancipated. 

The specter of war again looms large on the region and the few promising and en¬ 
chanting moments of jubilation that we and the whole world lived through in the past 
few years have now been erased. 

Today the enemies of peace have the upper hand—a far fetched reality from the one 
we had only few months ago. ■ 
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Dominance, cultural context 
and Indonesian politics 

...change in Indonesia would probably not come without more violence. 
The cultural assertion came only after public opposition to the President's 
governance has crystallized: that must play itself out. 


By MGG Pillai 

Star Asia correspondent 

KUALA LUMPUR—Mark 
Twain's aphorism—that no 
army on earth can slop an idea 
whose lime has come—comes 
true in Indonesia. The "idea” is 
that after 30 years of power. 25 
of which as elected leader. 
President Suharto must make 
way for a new leader. It is a re¬ 
peat of what happened after ihe 
attempted pro-communist coup 
in 1965. when subtle pressures 
on President Sukamo to retire 
failed, and in the aggravating 
and violent amt-communist 
backlash, more than a million 
people were reportedly killed, 
society turned upside down, 
the effects of which still over¬ 
shadowing the state. The mur¬ 
der of six generals, whose bod¬ 
ies were dumped in a Lubang 
Buaia (crocodile hole) and the 
consequent rise to power of 
General Suharto paid for 20 
years of post-independence 
governance of its first presi¬ 
dent. 

A sense of deja vu strikes 
one who was around at the ear¬ 
lier confrontation, as I was. 
The accusations against Presi¬ 
dent Sukamo then. and. with 
slight modification. President 
Suharto arc familiar: corrup¬ 
tion. misuse of power, enrich¬ 
ment by associates and family 
members. One accusations 
then, though not now. was the 
dominant role of the Parti 
Komunis Indonesia (PKI Com¬ 
munist Party of Indonesia), but 
the presidential family's domi¬ 


nance in the country's econom¬ 
ic affairs is new. 

The idea crystallized unex¬ 
pectedly. The armed forces, 
ABRI. expecting pressure from 
Islamic groups, constrained 
them. But Islamic groups 
would not openly challenge 
the president, but only want to 
succeed him. ABRI presumed 
their candidate would be the 
Technology Minister, Prof. 
Habibie, whose push for high 
technology in Indonesia and 
his closeness to Indonesian 
Muslim intellectuals gave him 
a high profile, was later re¬ 
strained. 

The President’s unopposed 
re-election was all but assured 
—if he had some reservations 
after his wife died in April that 
seems to have gone now— 
when, to the surprise of every¬ 
one. Megawati Sukarnoputri ar¬ 
rived on the scene. 

ABRI attempted to force the 
Parti Demokratik Indonesia 
(PDll. her father's old party, to 
elect a leader amenable to its 
interests. Dissidents gathered 
around her. proclaimed her 
leader and the PDf candidate 
for president. Unexpected 
though that was. ABRI was 
even more shocked and sur¬ 
prised by the outpouring of 
support for her. And the more 
pressure ABRI put on her. the 
more concentrated her support. 

And not just in Jakarta. The 
bloody riots in Jakarta on 27 
July broke out when ABRI 
broke into her headquarters. 
Rioting of this scale has not 
been seen in Jakarta since the 


Malari riots of 1974 amidst the 
official visit to Indonesia of the 
then Japanese prime minister 
Mr KakeuI Tanaka. 

Within the Malay (and Indo¬ 
nesian) cultural perception, the 
leadership is never challenged: 
once it is, the incumbent with¬ 
draws gracefully or is thrown 
out. That more than any other 
factor, crystallized the unre¬ 
strained official pressure on 
Megawad Sukarnoputri and her 
faction of the PDI. ABRI can¬ 
not withdraw now without los¬ 
ing face. The recent riots in Ja¬ 
karta and elsewhere is 
reminiscent of similar happen¬ 
ings in 1965. There has been an 
outbreak of rioting throughout 
Indonesia in the past year, with 
those in Jakarta knowing of 
them only when newspapers re¬ 
port bland announcements that 
The situation has returned to 
normal in Medan” or wherever. 

Everything else is secondary. 
It is now a matter of time be¬ 
fore President Suharto with¬ 
draws or. unthinkable to many, 
is forced out. Talk of who next 
is secondary. Given the condi¬ 
tions extent to Indonesia, he 
would be Javanese, the domi¬ 
nant racial group, as was his 
two predecessors. More likely, 
he would also be a general: 
whether he would be the Suhar¬ 
to favourite retired Defence 
Minister Tty Sulrisno. or his 
brother-in-law. the present 
ABRI chief. General Faisal 
Tandjung. or someone else is 
too early to say. No one had 
given much of a chance in 
1966. that President Suharto 


would lead, but then the six 
likely to lead were butchered. 
But this change when it takes 
place can only come within the 
cultural ambit, even if that can 
be dressed up in a Western po¬ 
litical framework. 

ABRI would remain in con¬ 
trol: their dominance of the 
body politic is constrained 
within this cultural overview, 
by their outreach into eveiy 
nook and cranny of the Indone¬ 
sian administrative military and 
political structure. That will 
hold, even if it had to give up 
some of that control to retain it. 
It is a mistake to ignore this as¬ 
pect of ABRI’s dominance in 
Indonesian society. The presi¬ 
dential conundrum would not 
dent its control and its role has 
been in keeping law and order, 
is careful not to be seen to be 
involved in the internal politi¬ 
cal machinations. 

But change in Indonesia 
would probably not come with¬ 
out more violence. The cultural 
assertion came only after public 
opposition to the President's 
governance has crystallized: 
that must play itself out. 
ABRI's actions to force the ge¬ 
nie back into the bottle came as 
foreign investors watched 
events with growing concern. 
Western investors had viewed 
events in Indonesia with grow¬ 
ing alarm for more than a year, 
but the Japanese did not. But 
even the Japanese are now wor¬ 
ried. and that is when ABRI 
sprung into action. It may have 
entered the fray a little too late. 


New developments in Turkey 
demand crucial diplomacy 


9 Expanding Settlements! Paving the way for a new caravan site on the West Bank . The Is¬ 
raeli government approved last week the constrttction of 900 units just outside Arab East Jeru¬ 
salem. 


By Carrie Nelle Moye 

Slur US corespondent 

THE NEW Prime Minister of 
Turkey. Necmeuin Erbakan of 
the Welfare party, has proven 
to be a big surprise, emerging 
as one of the most astute politi¬ 
cians and strategists in the 
1990s. Presently under Erba¬ 
kan. to whom most of the West 
Including the United States 
was opposed. Turkey has taken 
a turn towards a new kind of 
prominence. This is of great 
significance to ihe United 
States, other Western countries 
in the region and even the new¬ 
ly independent Eastern Euaipc- 
an (mostly Muslimj stales that 
were part of the former Soviet 
Union. 

One must examine the recent 
political history or Turkey. 
Prior to attaining his position. 
Erbakan was considered by 
most of the westernized elite in 
Turkey and by a majority of the 
western countries as unsuitable 
to hold the reins of the "secular 
republic” seeking to join the 
European Union. Until recent¬ 
ly. this Islamic leader was de¬ 
cried by both the Turkish elit¬ 
ists and the military as unfit to 
govern because of his Islamic 
dedication and seemingly aver¬ 
sion towards "westernizing” 
Turkey. 

The inability of the western¬ 
ized secular factions like Tansu 
Ciller's Motherland and Mesut 
Yilmaz’s Straight Road parlies 
to form a viable coalition 
forced the Turkish President. 
Suleyman Demirel. to charge 
Erbakan to form a government. 
Ms Ciller was Prime Minister 
when the recent elections were 
held but her Motherland fin¬ 
ished third. Yilmaz succeeded 
her as PM in a fragile coalition, 
with Ciller's holding the post 
as his Deputy and Foreign Min¬ 
ister. To the dismay of secular¬ 
ists and military, the coalition 
collapsed in less than two 
months. 


The remaining options 
were to have Erbakan form 
a government or hold new 
elections, but secularists 
and military feared that 
this would have given Er- 
■ bakan's Welfare "an abso- 
. lute Parliamentary majori¬ 
ty. enabling him to pass 
any legislation in confor¬ 
mity with his Islamic ide¬ 
ology. Considering this to 
be the greater evil. Ciller 
and Yilmaz turned to Erba¬ 
kan to form a government: 
he succeeded, with the re¬ 
sult being the present 
Turkish regime, with Cill¬ 
er now being the Deputy ! 
Premier and Foreign Min- 
ister. If this coalition holds, 
then Turkey will have suc¬ 
ceeded in having a stable gov¬ 
ernment for the first time since 
the political defeat in 1991 of 
Turgut Ozal. a staunch secular¬ 
ist and friend of America. 

Important? Yes. Turkey- 
holds a strategic and economic 
position between the Middle 
EasL Europe and Asia. Since 
the late 1940s. Turkey has been 
a crucial US ally, providing 
military and intelligence bases 
to confront the Soviet Union 
and its Communist allies. Tur¬ 
key was and is a cornerstone in 
the global strategic planning of 
NATO. It played a crucial role 
in Desert Storm and continues 
to provide US basesto monitor 
northern Iraq. 

Turkey was the first country 
to respond lo President Bush's 
(and subsequently the UN's) re¬ 
quest to impose sanctions 
against Iraq in August 1990 af¬ 
ter its invasion of Kuwait. Tur¬ 
key closed Iraq’s vital pipelines 
pumping oil to the Mediterrane¬ 
an and stopped all trade with 
Iraq, at a staggering loss for 
Turkey itself, amounting to an 
estimated $3-4 billion a year. 

After joining the Western 
/US) strategy of isolation. Tur¬ 
key placed tremendous pres¬ 
sure on Syria, under Ozal, 



Erbakan 


Demirel, Ciller and Yilmaz. 
The promised compensation 
from the West for the Turks' 
losses never materialized. Un¬ 
der subsequent mounting eco¬ 
nomic hanJships there was a 
growing enmity with all neigh¬ 
bors (Iran, Iraq, Armenia. Rus¬ 
sia, Azerbeijan, Greece. Bul¬ 
garia, Cyprus and Syria) 
because of Turkey's extremely 
pro Western attitude. The larg¬ 
est segment of its conservative 
Muslim population became in¬ 
creasingly disappointed and an¬ 
gered at die secular parties' 
governing Turkey, until the ad¬ 
vent of Erbakan. 

Additional to these problems 
were the Kurdish insurgency in 
the southeastern part of the 
country, plus a soaring infla¬ 
tion and rate of unemployment. 
The final grievance was the 
military’s accord with Israel 
signed by the CillerA'ilmaz 
governments, which a majority 
of the population considered to 
be siding against sister Islamic 
nations, with a country they 
considered a usurper of Jerusa¬ 
lem, the third holiest city of Is¬ 
lam, and the persecutor of fel¬ 
low Muslims in Lebanon and 
Palestine. 

Among all this frustration. 


the Welfare party elected a plu¬ 
rality of members, with its 
leader, Erbakan, ultimately as¬ 
suming ■ power with a simple 
and popular platform: Restora¬ 
tion of Islamic values without 
breaking with modernization: 
reconciliation of differences 
with neighboring countries in a 
spirit of goodwill and fraterni¬ 
ty; placing Turkey's interests 
above but not necessarily in 
lieu of those of the US. Europe 
and NATO; ending the war 
with the Kurds on a basis of 
mutual respect and Islamic tol¬ 
erance. repatriating the dis¬ 
placed Kurds to their villages 
and helping them rebuild 
homes and lives: reinvigoratiog 
the economy by creating jobs 
and increasing base salaries by 
an average of 50 percent, re¬ 
storing honor and international 
respect of Turkey. 

Erbakan will no longer have 
to beg for membership in the 
European Community, a goal 
which has been rejected for 
over 20 years (despite the ac¬ 
ceptance of three less strategic 
but "Christian" countries: 
Greece. Spain and Portugal, an 
act that had deeply humiliated 
the majority of Turks, includ¬ 
ing the "westernized elite" who 
continue to consider Turkey a 
"European democracy" rather 
than a Levantine Third World 
country). 

Now it will be incumbent 
upon the US et al. to deal with 
this traditional strategic ally on 
a more equal basis (versus 
master-and-servant). The situa¬ 
tion is delicate; the potential is 
enormous. It will demand as¬ 
tute diplomacy on the part of 
all Western governments to re¬ 
tain this friend. But if the West 
is able to do so. chances of true 
peace in the Middle East will 
once again emerge and. con¬ 
ceivably, place Israel and its 
neighbors back on the road for 
which Yitzhak Rabin gave his 
life. ■ 
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Letters to the Editor 


A strategy for industrialization 


To The Editor. 


IN THE conditions prevailing 
since the changes in the import 
customs' structure, started in 
spring 1994. controversy rang¬ 
es about the unhappy state in 
which the manufacturing indus¬ 
try in Jordan finds itself. That 
there is controversy is a healthy 
sign, but when one examines 
the quality of the arguments ad¬ 
vanced one fines that much left 
is to be desired. 

Wizardry with figures and 
statistics can be used" to prove, 
or disprove, any proposition 
with apparent elegance but it is 
intellect of calibre that is des¬ 
perately needed in order that a 
sound strategy is adopted. 

The terms "reform.” "distor-. 
Lions" "protectionism” arc but a 
few of those that are recurring 
more and more. It appears that 


the shoddy international propa¬ 
ganda machine which corned 
the terms “Islamist.” “funda¬ 
mentalist." "terrorist" etc. is 
now trying it's hand at intellec¬ 
tual intimidation in another 
field: economics. To keep a 
clearhead. one should first of 
all not fall into the trap of 
adopting the “slogans" as a 
substitute for logic. 

The measures adopted by the 
Jordanian authorities, over the 
past three decades, were based 
on supporting local "industry" 
through a variety of measures, 
including tariff differentials. 
The intention, in my view, was 
correct buL the application 
should have been more sophis¬ 
ticated. 

It is quite legitimate for the 
infant local industry to be as¬ 
sisted through its formative 
years. This is in fact almost 


universal practice but. that be¬ 
ing said, parallel considerations 
must be addressed: 

■ Regulations formalising 
the assistance must include a 
time programme whereby local 
industry has to improve its per¬ 
formance on annual basis. The 
improvement is indicated by 
the increase in local contribu¬ 
tion to the product. South Afri¬ 
ca devised such a regulation 
governing the manufacture of 
road vehicles, which serves as a 

good example. 

■ Support must be main¬ 
tained within reasonable limits. 
Prohibition of import of prod¬ 
ucts which have local parallels 
leads to lack of improvement 
and innovation. Examples in 
Turkey and India, during such 
periods, abound. 

■ Many local industries 
have a very small local content 


and there survival was secured 
by a large customs differential. 
The merit of such industries to 
the community, unless they in¬ 
novate and diversify, is doubt¬ 
ful. By way of example, rein¬ 
forcement building bars and 
cutting of imported buok mar¬ 
ble stone fall into this category. 

Creating real manufacturing 
with substantial local content 
and innovation is the most seri¬ 
ous route to providing employ¬ 
ment and prosperity. Can we 
succeed? or. put more succinct¬ 
ly. do we understand the nature 
of the challenge and are we 
able to devise the suitable strat¬ 
egy? 

Dr Omar Mango, General 
Engineering Industries. Am- 



International 

media 

THE RECENT riots in 
the south of Jordan have 
attracted plenty of inter¬ 
national media attention.' 
As a consequence it 
created a great deal of 
dismay* and disappoint¬ 
ment in the country for 
fear of projecting a nega¬ 
tive image to the poten¬ 
tial investors and tourists 
who come with the un¬ 
derstanding that our 
country is a haven of sta¬ 
bility. 

Of course such Jorda¬ 
nian fears are justified 
and keeping Jordan's rep¬ 
utation. both regionally 
and internationally, un¬ 
tarnished is an important 
task. But what is it that 
attracted the world me¬ 
dia's attention on us at a 
time when Australia was 
suffering more violence 
and civic disorder, Korea 
arresting students by the 
hundreds, and the Pales¬ 
tine National Authority 
struggling with human 
rights abuse? 

Does Jordan warrant 
all this attention at its 
hour of discontent. The 
answer is yes. The way 
Jordan is currently 
viewed, and will be 
viewed in the future has 
changed radically and 
faster than we realized. 
Clearly, the world, or at 
least the international 
media, does not see Jor¬ 
dan as merely just an¬ 
other Arab country. 

Democratization, and 
political freedom have 
broken the old rules satu¬ 
rated usually with the 
comforts of the despotic 
orient and the inability of 
an Islamic country to 
evolve democratic prac¬ 
tices. 

From that point of 
view. Jordan fell under 
the international micro¬ 
scope. with cynical bets 
placed on the failure of 
its democratic process. 
When peace with Israel 
was signed, it was be¬ 
coming apparent that Jor¬ 
dan is determined to give 
itself the chance of 
changing track from the 
path of war to that of re¬ 
gional cooperation. 

A marked change of 
attitude in the interna¬ 
tional media perspectives 
had started to occur, and 
Jordan's historic decision 
of opting for peace, be¬ 
came the first reference 
point for an Islamic 
country. Therefore, the 
pressure continued to be 
exerted and every move 
Jordan took was analyzed 
and scrutinized merci¬ 
lessly. 

The path Jordan chose 
for itself has caused more 
confusion in the world 
press, than any other 
country in the region had 
done "for a very long 
time. The “a priori" prin¬ 
ciples held were all shat¬ 
tered and the exclusive 
status of the Jewish state 
being the only paradigm 
of democracy in the re¬ 
gion was lost. Despite the 
distinct admiration for 
Jordan and evolution of 
its state structures, there 
still remained a cultural 
bias that Jordan could 
only reach the stage of 
political and economic 
only if it maintains to a 
heavily subsidized pro¬ 
gram. 

Moreover, there was a 
widely held belief that 
the acid test for the survi¬ 
val of Jordan’s democra¬ 
cy would be m the over¬ 
coming of the 
consequences of liberali¬ 
zation process by a social 
structure lacking in the 
making of civil society. 

Yet, Jordan proves 
again that it will not 
flinch in the face of the 
awesome difficulties and 
will pursue its own char¬ 
tered path towards the 
creation of a prosperous 
modem state. With al¬ 
most disbelief, the inter¬ 
national media have start¬ 
ed to wait for the first 
signs of trouble ro ap¬ 
pear, with the difference 
this time being. Jordan is 
not just a cosmetic fa¬ 
cade but rather a real 
force for change towards 
the better. 

As Jordanians, we 
must start getting used to 
the fact that the world is 
viewing us with a totally 
new perspective. A per¬ 
spective which extracts 
us from the status of de¬ 
pendency and sets us on 
the path of economic via¬ 
bility and partnership 
with the world. In other 
words, all this attention 
is because the world ex¬ 
pects a great deal from- 
our success. ■ 
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Business 

scene 


■ Total foreign assets at 
the Central Bank and the 
authorized banks, by the 
end of the first half of 
this year, are more ihan 
JD 4 billion. Foreign 
assets at the Central 
Bank ore estimated at 
more than JD 2,266 bil¬ 
lion. Foreign currencies 
are at JO 1.3 billion and 
gold assets at JD 139 
million. There are also 
foreign assets at JD 
866.3 million in the form 
of external debts, and 
there are JD 2.6 million 
as special drawing rights. 
Foreign assets at the 
authorized banks, by the 
end of the first half of 
this year, reached JD 1.8 
billion covering deposits 
in external banks at JD 
1.5 billion and other 
assets at JD 2S5.9 mil¬ 
lion. Foreign liabilities 
reached JD 2.1 billion 
out of which arc JD 55 
million in foreign debts 
of the. Central Bank and 
JD 114.2 million in lia¬ 
bilities of other author¬ 
ized banks. So. total 
assets in the banking sec¬ 
tor are JD 1.9 billion. 

■ Total loans and facili¬ 
ties granted by the Hous¬ 
ing Bank over the first 
half of this year reached 
JD 113 million. These 
loans financed housing 
and development pro¬ 
jects in the Kingdom. 
The balance of loans and 
credit facilities at the 
Bank by the end of last 
June was JD 620.4 
million. 

The Bank's total 
assets rose by JD 45 
million (4%) to reach JD 
1149 million. The bal¬ 
ance of deposits at the 
Housing Bank went up 
from JD 885.7 million 
last year to JD 927.4 mil¬ 
lion by the end of June. 
This is a rise of JD 41.7 
million (4.7%), liqui¬ 
dated assets (cash 
money, or deposits at 
banks or bonds) both 
were rated at 33.6% of 
the total assets, com¬ 
pared with 32.7% by the 
end of 1995. 

■ The government is to 
sell its 49.5% share in 
the Cement Factories Co 
to 14 international com¬ 
panies. This is in line 
with the policy of privat¬ 
ization, the Finance Min¬ 
ister Marwan Awadh 
said. 

Among those compa¬ 
nies are the Swedish 
Hold Bank Company 
(which is the most repu¬ 
table Cement Company 
in the world! and the 
French Lavarge Co, 
which is the second 
largest. 
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New social and economic reforms 
will lead to prosperity, says PM 


AMMAN (Start—In its policy 
to activate the national econ¬ 
omy and achieve social secur¬ 
ity. the government is mining 
tor a higher economic profile 
Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
Kahariii announced a series of 
measures that are seen as a 
mechanism towards achieving 
the government's goals. 

Meeting with businessmen 
and industrialists at the Minis¬ 
try of Energy and Mineral 
Resources. Kabarili stated that 
the government's new legisla¬ 
tions are targeted at increasing 
agricultural ex pons of the 
Kingdom, providing finance for 
small scale projects and provid¬ 
ing more social service for the 
poor and neglected districts. 

Since its formation, the Kab- 
ariti government has followed 
in the steps of the former gov¬ 
ernment towards the structural 
reform program and to giving 
priority to the citizens and the 
country's welfare. 

Mr Kabarili was quoted say¬ 
ing ”wc are going through a 
hard transitional stage on (he 


economic and social levels, we 
should realize that we have to 
co-operate and unite against 
stressful challenges." 

“The picture is distorted in 
our society, there is a wide gap 
between the passive citizens 
who benefit from services more 
than tho«jc who actually need 
more. Although we suffer from 
social and economic distor¬ 
tions. there are still people who 
protest against the attempts to 
fight corruption and prevent 
wastage and smuggling.” Kaba¬ 
rili said. 

He pointed out to the govern¬ 
ment's comprehensive program 
to put an end jo the problems of 
poverty and unemployment. 
The mechanism of this program 
covers providing social ser¬ 
vices at the lowest expense and 
expanding health insurance to 
all citizens in the country. 

The programme also aims to 
develop (he infrastructure in 
poor areas through large pro¬ 
jects for roads, water, schools, 
and clinics. As for the eco¬ 
nomic sector. Hhc government 


seeks to invest in 
Ujc capacities of 
the private sector 
to improve produc¬ 
tivity. Privatiza¬ 
tion requires new 
legislation and 
amendments of (he 
existing rules in 
order to increase 
productivity and 
skills of workers. 

A new plan 
called "the green 
lane" is co become 
effective next 
month. Mr Kaba¬ 
rili pointed out. 

This gives more 
confidence to Jor¬ 
danian exporters 
as it calls for tree- 
inspection of 
imported commod¬ 
ities. The customs 
authority will 
announce the list of accredited 
universal companies at (he 
country of origin. These com¬ 
panies are responsible for 
checking the goods at the coun- 



$7 million Japanese donation 

to Jordan 


THE JAPANESE Foreign Minister, Mr lkibidu Uddn has recently 
arrived in Jordan on a two-day visit, during which he held talks 
with His Majesty King Hussein and HRH Crown Prince Hassan 
and other senior officials. The two sides exchanged views oh bilat¬ 
eral relations and economic cooperation. 

A memo was signed between Jordanian and Japanese officials 
according to which Japan grants Jordan $7 million to finance the 
project of rebuilding the Sheikh Hussein Bridge and improving the 
roads leading to iL 

The volume of Japanese aid to Jordan until last year reached 
$340 million. S215 million of which will be to support the balance 
of payment and $100 million for the Aqaba thermal electric power 
station. M 



Ikida 


Kabariti speaking to businessmen 


try of origin, and giving a cer¬ 
tificate on the.se goods being 
transported to Jordan. 

The Customs Dept., without 
inspection, accredits this certifi¬ 
cate even without survey. It 
depends on the invoices sup¬ 
plied by the importer when 
clearing the cargo and getting 
the customs fees. 

Mr Kabarili pointed to the 
reductions of 492 capital com¬ 
modities to strengthen produc¬ 
tivity. This plan, as Kabariti 
notes, gives - incentives for 
investments and Jordanian 
exporters and removes obsta¬ 
cles facing free trade. 

Other scheduled issues on 
the government reform pro¬ 
gramme cover the laws of com¬ 
petition and preventing manip¬ 
ulation. the protection of the 
national economy, the securi¬ 
ties new regulations at the 
AFM and ihe joint investment 
funds law that aims at gather¬ 
ing smail savings to be utilized 


--1 


in activating various economic 
and financial services. 

The government hails the 
agricultural sector. The Prime 
Minister stated that this sector 
has a significant role in achiev¬ 
ing food security and providing 
the country with hard currency. 
•'Agreements were signed with 
the European Union to promote 
more than 82 tax-free Jorda¬ 
nian agricultural commodi¬ 
ties.” Mr Kabariti said. 

The government plans to 
establish a company for agri¬ 
cultural marketing and putting 
forward a developed scheme to 
finance farmers to expand their 
investment in this sector and 
rise the quality of their output. 

The businessmen who 
attended the meeting were sat¬ 
isfied with the Prime Minis¬ 
ter's proposals and plans and 
hoped Lhat such would lead to 
improving the lot of citizens in 
the countrv. ■ 


IMF gives Jordan top marks 
for its reform program 


AMMAN (Star)—After 

reviewing the performance of 
the national economy in Jordan 
within the framework of the 
expanded economic structuraJ 
program (1996-1998), the 
International Monetary Fund 
gave Jordan top marks for its 
policy in carrying out this pro¬ 
gramme. Finance Minister 
Marwan Awadh said. 

A statement issued by the 
Fund’s Executive Council, 
showed that Jordan was able to 
achieve a high economic 
growth rate of 6.4 percent. This 
is coupled with a low inflation 
level. 

Moreover, the Kingdom’s 
reserve of foreign currency 
also recorded u noticeable 
increase. Thus, there are more 
job opportunities and the stan¬ 
dard of living is improving. 
The poor who arc mainly influ¬ 
enced by progress of economic 


reform will be socially secure. 

The concerned Jordanian 
authorities are adopting coher¬ 
ent financial and monetary pol¬ 
icies in order to preserve the 
stability of the Jordanian dinar 
against other foreign curren¬ 
cies. the statement added. 

Jordan is able now to draw 
immediately $60 million of the 
credit facilities granted by the 
Fund. 

However, the sharp increase 
in the previously subsidized 
foodstuff commodities and the 
delay in carrying out the proce¬ 
dures to restructure the system 
of subsidy have led to a higher 
public spending; more than it 
was allocated for. This caused 
a rise in the deficit of the 
national budget for 1996. 

The IMF had previously 
agreed to grant Jordan $35 mil¬ 
lion in credit facilities. 

The donor countries have 


also promised to provide Jor¬ 
dan with $600 million to 
finance its economic adjust¬ 
ment programme over 1996. 

The European Union also 
agreed to grant Jordan $130 
million to resume its reforms in 
regard to the economic adjust¬ 
ment program. Mr Awadh 
added. 

Moreover, the IMF is study¬ 
ing the possibility of increasing 
facilities to Jordan for the year 
1997. This is supported by the 
United Slates. Japan. Belgium. 
Indonesia, Mexico and Saudi 
Arabia. 

Official sources said that the 
government will begin negotia¬ 
tions with Belgium. Italy, Ger¬ 
many and Canada on debt 
swaps to convert $505 million 
of Jordan’s debts to invest¬ 
ments. This is to begin by the 
end of the year. ■ 


The process of selling the 
AIB may be cancelled 


AMMAN (Star)—During their special 
meeting, Ibe 160 shareholders who own 
stocks at Amman Investment Bank (AIB) 
called for cancelling the process of selling 
ihe bank to the Arab Bank. 

The participants formed a follow-up 
committee and appealed to the Central 
Bank to study the possibility to resume 
activity of the Amman Investment Bank 
through restructuring its capital and pre¬ 
paring a reform programme. They also 
urged the Central Bask to provide fall aid 
and support for the Bank daring the 
period of its reconstruction and 
development. 

Their contributions represent 73% of 


the Bank's paid up capital, which is JD 15 
million. 

The participants in the meeting called 
for holding an extraordinary meeting or 
Its board or directors to discuss the hank's 
position and the issue of restructuring its 
capit&L 

The Bank’s accumulated losses accord¬ 
ing to Its 1995 balance sheet are estimated 
at JD nine mfllioa. The share price of the 
AIB at the Amman Financial Market was 
JD 2.5, two years ago. Today, its share 
value has dropped to 250 fils. 

The Arab Bank wants to buy the AIB 
and make it operate on Islamic principles. ■ 
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Highest and lowest performing stocks in the Amman Financial Market 


24-27 August 


♦ Anita Insurance 

♦ Arab Mctficul App&ancci 

♦ Kanthar Investment 


♦ Tobacco ft Ggarenes 
+ Nu it au t Gemmae. Cc 

♦ Nanai Mdfrjnduaries 



♦ Amman (nvesmem Bant 

♦ Poultry Slaughter Howes 
+ J1MC0 


♦ Tobacco & Ogseaes 

♦ ArabEtaneal Indwmes 

♦ biienapanal Trains Center 



MONDAY 


♦ Notarial Portfolio 

♦ Poultry ami Livesock 

♦ Rod Bone Inves Alorico 


♦ ImT Trading Cano 

♦ Induuna Commercial 

♦ Arab Insurance 



TUESDAY 


♦ Wool Induxiy 

♦ Nouoftjl Steel Indutuy 

+ NaoonaJ Commcrc. Ccixer. 


♦ Amman Invesutienl Bant 

♦ United Engineering 

♦ Ittiustrul commercial 



OwMral Prlea Polntar 

139.540 

139270 

I4IJ10 

141.700 

Trad* Volume 

511697 

462696 

885902 

903623 

■too* Volume 

381179 

395971 

483801 

251676 


Mflhoat Traded Stock* 

♦ AtibBmk 168.720 


♦ Jordan Beni. 


75.000 * Kuwait Bank 


27S.492 


♦ Poultry and LivcflocU 


174.235 


Ail data provided by v! ACCESS Tel: 646868 Fax: 646949 


Financial market 
witnesses 2% increase 


AS TEMPERS cooled after the 
recent bread riots in the south 
of the kingdom, trading on the 
Amman ~ Financial Market 
remained stable despite record¬ 
ing a slight fall. 

The official price index fell 
by 0.6 points from, the previous 
week's level to dose at 139.54 
points and then at 139 points. 

Total dealings in the orga¬ 
nized and parallel markets 
amounted to JD 2.6 million. 
Between now and then, the 
AFM was able to record 
remarkable gains being 
attracted by the low values of 
some shares and the non- 
Jordanian investments 

portfolios. 

The share of the Arab 
Investment Corp.. (which is 
considered one of the strongest 
on the AMR fell to 570 fils 
and remained at that price. 
The share price of the Amman 
Investment Bank remained 
stable at 250 fils awaiting the 
final decision about its future. 
It is not yet known whether it 
will be sold to the Arab Bank. 
Transactions of the latter 
counted for 20 percent of total 
dealings. 

The 'golden group' of the 
week was the A! Kawthar 
Investment Co. Its stock rose 
by 13 percent compared with 
its previous closing value. The 
Jordan Electric Power Co 
recorded the highest level of 
transactions. 

In the first rank of traded 
shares comes the industrial sec¬ 
tor which gained JD 1.28 mil¬ 


lion (49.7 percent), followed 
by the Bank's sector at JD 0.83 
million. 

The insurance sector dipped 
by 0.83 percent and the ser¬ 
vices sector by 1.66 percent. 

The performance of the par¬ 
allel market is relatively weak 
as shares of 22 companies are 
being traded at less than one 
dinar per share. 

This shows that shares trad¬ 
ing, although influenced by the 
bread riots that erupted at the 
beginning of last week, imme¬ 
diately recovered and were 
able to stabilize at 139.5 points 
(a marginal drop if compared 
to the 140 points previously.) 

This week, Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim A1 Kabariti 
announced series of economic 
measures to activate invest¬ 
ments, a step that made the 
AFM official indicator jump 
to its highest level since 7asi 
June to dose at 141.31 points. 

The share of the Arab Bank 
recorded a sharp increase of 
4.25 points. Us index closed at 
176.97 points which is the 
highest. 

The share of the Arab Bank 
represents one third of the total 
shares weight. 

A noticeable improvement 
was seen on the shares of the 
Islamic Bank and the Pharma¬ 
ceuticals Company. 

Contracts of Shares of the 
Arab Bank and the Jordan 
Kuwait Bank covered 60 per¬ 
cent of the total traded shares 
on the organized and (he paral¬ 
lel markets. ■ 
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Depth, breadth, resilience 

ON AND off again, for the last several weeks, the Amman 
Finandal Market (AFM) has consistently been one of the 
major news items in the country. Highlighted more for poor 

rather Lhan bullish conditions, reasons from lack of liquidity 
to political instability have been put forth as possible causes 
for the recent weakness. Unfortunately for ihc market, how¬ 
ever, it's more than just liquidity or stability that arc missing, 
it's the fundamental concept of what financial markets arc all 
about. 

To a by man. the AFM, like any market, may seem like n 
complicated financial institution whose daily intricacies arc 
beyond understanding. Moreover, however, he might be led 
to believe that the recent problems experienced in the market 
are caused by a series of external factors and ihui "normal" 
conditions will prevail in the long ran. The unfortunate fact 
however, is that, given the fundamental nature of the AFM. 
these are normal times. 

Artificial injections by semi-govemmental agencies e.ui 
only keep the market “afloat” for so long; and that’s precisely 
what has been the case. To better understand this point, it's 
imperative that one has a better understanding or' wb:« a 
financial market’s role is in an economy. Only then can the 
ineptness and fundamental nature of the problem be 
appreciated. 

At the risk of oversimplification, a financial market is sup¬ 
posed to redistribute the savings of a country. That is to say. 
in any economy, one will observe economic entities— 
whether it be households, companies, or governments—who 
either save more ihan they spend or spend more than they 
save. For those who spend more ihan they save, the financial 
markeL serves as a means—supposedly an efficient one—uf 
financing this added expenditure. 

This is our first problem. The AFM simply docs not repre¬ 
sent the savings-investment pattern of the country . As stated 
earlier, it is over represented by large companies with links to 
the government and thus dominated by a lew. influential 
groups. Such an environment results in a market which is 
over sensitive to events due, in part, to the the large si/e of 
their investments and (heir unparalleled access to in format ion. 

By contrast, if the market were to be represented by a 
greater number of less wealthy entities, who represent, to a 
greater extern, the population, the market, though lower in 
volume, would most likely be less volatile. 

Moreover, such an environment would better provide the 
basic characteristics necessary in any healthy market—depth, 
breadth, and resilience. Firstly, greater participation in the 
market can potentially result in a market where there are btiv- 
ers and sellers that span a wider range of prices. That .is to 
say. it becomes less likely that the market will take a severe 
downturn as a result of a few companies engaging in "panic 
selling” because potential invesKTrs would be represented at 
more price levels. Secondly, more participation will result in 
more buyers and sellers at these given prices as well as hope¬ 
fully a greater diversity in investors. And lastly, in the event 
that prices do severely drop, greater participation will ensure 
a more resilient market where potential investors will enter 
the market to take advantage of the sharp reduction in prices. 

The challenges faced at the AFM in recent weeks are 
unfortunately not extraordinary in nature. In fact, even should 
the market rebound in the near future, it is only a matter of 
time when the next downturn will be. Only with more repre¬ 
sentative investment decisions, and less disguised govern¬ 
mental intervention, will the AFM become a real emerging 
market. ■ 


Canada offers 
AFM with 

development plan 

THE CANADIAN Ambassador in Amman. Mr Michel Je Sula- 
berri. stated that his country is willing to provide assistance to 
improve the performance of the Amman Financial Market. Canada 
is willing to provide the latest technology to modernize the AFM 
by offering the market an advanced computer system and to train 
Jordanian cadres in that respect. 

This would be a pan of Canada’s assistance to Jordan. Through 
this she hopes that the financial market would be helped to partici¬ 
pate in directing the local investments towards industry and more 
productive sectors and not towards real estate. The ambassador 
said that the Canadian government is also willing to invite AFM 
officials to visit the financial markets in that country to get a better 
picture of the latest technology used. Canada has already had simi¬ 
lar projects going in Nablus and the financial markets in the East 
European countries. 

The assistance in the financial area should begin by next year 
and as soon as the Jordanian government has given its final 
approval. 

The Canadian government has earlier begun an assistance pro¬ 
gramme for the Queen Alia Fund. A specialized unit was estab¬ 
lished for training and executing small projects together with 
financial support. The first phase of this project was completed 
and procedures are being taken to sum the second phase. E 


Cisneros bottling joins Coca-Cola, 
the world’s soft drink company 


CARACAS— The Coca-Cola 
Company and the Cisncrous 
bottling companies have com¬ 
bined their respective soft 
drink bolt ling'interests in Ven¬ 
ezuela lo form a new com¬ 
pany. The new company will 
bottle and sell Coca-Cola and 
"Hit" trademarked products, 
in addition to other beverage 
brands of the Coca-Cola Com¬ 
pany. Until now. the Cisneros 
bolding companies in Vene¬ 
zuela nave been market lead¬ 
ers, bottling Pepsi and "Hit" 
trademarked products. 

Under the terms of this 
agreement. The Coca-Cola 
Company contributed its bot¬ 
tling interests in Venezuela 
and other financial considera¬ 
tions to the new venture in 
return for an economic 
interest. 

Cisneros contributed their 
bottling business to expand 
their participation to other 
neighboring markets. Each 
group now has a 50 percent 
economic interest in the new 
company. 

In addition. The Coca-Cola 
Company has acquired “Hit” 
and other soft drink brands of 
the Cisneros bottling 


companies. 

The transition to production 
of Coca-Cola products in the 
18 bottling plants owned by 
Cisneros began under the 
name of Embotelladoras 
Coca-Cola y Hit de 
Venezuela. 

“We wanted to 
create further 

value to our 
business by 
entering into 
an exciting 
alliance with 
the number 
one soft drink 
company in the 
world,” said 
Os waldo Cisne¬ 
ros. chief executive 
officer of Cisneros bot¬ 
tling companies. Together, 
we will undoubtedly become a 
participant in major expansion 
in north and South America. 
We feel this combination pro¬ 
vides an unparalleled opportu¬ 
nity to generate future growth 
and sustained momentum in 
Venezuela." 

"For decades, Venezuela 
has been the only dark spot on 
the global Coca-Cola map. 
Today, it has become one of 



the brightest.” said Mr Doug¬ 
las Ivester, president, chief 
operating officer of The Coca- 
Cola Company. “We are grati¬ 
fied that one of.the strongest 
independent soli drink opera¬ 
tors in the world, with a 
sustained record of 
market penetration 
in the country, 
wanted to be 
our partner in 
investing in 
the future of 
the soft drink 
industry in 
VenezueIa."W 
e arc also 
pleased that this 
transaction takes 
place at a time 
when the economic 
reforms in Venezuela have 
created an attractive outlook 
for new investment." 

Mr Cisneros’ proven mana¬ 
gerial talents and leadership 
will be utilized in the role of 
chief executive officer of the 
newly combined bottling com¬ 
pany. “The challenge of bring¬ 
ing new growth and energy to 
the Venezuelan soft drink 
industry is one I relish” said 
Mr Cisneros. "I am very 


pleased that we can bring 
about incremental investment 
for Latin America in general 
and Venezuela in particular.” 

“Oswaldo Cisneros and his 
team have demonstrated their 
expertise through years of suc¬ 
cess in Venezuela.” said Mr 
Ivester. “We look forward lo 
working with that team in 
making Coca-Cola the sou 
drink leader in Venezuela, as 
it is in the rest of the world. 

"We also look forward to 
working with the Cisneros 
organization in building on a 
great legacy of support for 
community programs. For 
more than a century. The 
Coca-Cola company has sup¬ 
ported education, sports, arts 
and other community pro¬ 
grams around the world. We 
will build upon that history in 
Venezuela in the years ahead.” 

“This transaction is a bold 
move that sees the tone of the 
determination with which the 
partners intend to ensure that 
Venezuela becomes a banner 
market for Coca-Cola and Hit 
products." said Oswaldo Cis¬ 
neros. ■ 
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PNA faces financial collapse 

■ The UN special envoy to the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 
Teij Larsen warned of a sharp liquidity crisis in the PNA- 
controlled areas if urgent action is not taken soon. “The 
budget deficit is estimated at SI27 million, and there is a 
need still to finance S64 million." Larsen added attributing 
such situation to the closure of the West Bank and Gaza. 

The blockade deprived more than 20.000 Palestinians 
from their jobs (this figure covers only workers in Gaza 
StripL Larsen maintained. 

“Failing to solve the economic and political problems 
will certain!v lead to political instability. This won't only 
leave an impact on the PNA but also in Israel and the Inter¬ 
national community." he added. 

On another hand, foreign diplomats were quoted as say¬ 
ing "The PNA will inevitably face a financial collapse, if 
the blockade of the West Bank and Gaza was not lifted, and 
if the donor countries fail to supply the PNA with aid as 
they previously have promised." 

New house destroyed by Israeli 
authorities 

■ House demolitions by the Israeli authorities is continuing 
unabated on the West Bank. The latest casualty is Azia She- 
hadah Hatib. who is a widow and her 10 children. They 
have just joined the homeless que as the Israeli authorities 
have destroyed their home earlier this week. The house is in 
the village of Hizme but falls within the Jerusalem 
boundaries. 

Mrs Hatib is the owner of the land. She did not have a 
licence to build her home: there is ho town planning on her 
land. Mrs Hatib would need at least $30000 to prepare a 
specific town plan and then to request a building licence 
according to that plan buL it is doubtful if she could ever 
receive a building licence on her land. 

Mrs Hatib and her children over 16 all carry West 
Bank identity cards given to them on the strength of the 
address of the house. Therefore, in one and the same place, 
the land is in Jerusalem for the purposes of the house which 
will be destroyed, but the people are in the West Bank. 
They have no permits to be in Jerusalem. They have never 
received any of the social benefits to which they are entitled 
as Jerusalem residents. 

Mrs Hatib's husband died two and one half years ago. 
She has had to provide for her family, but no-one has a job 
and therefore they have no income. Three of her children 
are spastic. The youngest child is seven and a half, but 
because of his illness, he looks underage and is unable to 
even sit by himself. It is apparent that the family is indi¬ 
gent. The Red Cross will probably provide a tent for the 
eleven family members. 

Members of the Society of St Yves, a Catholic center for 
human rights have visited the family, who came to the Soci¬ 
ety for help. The family has been represented by an Israeli 
lawyer who did his best within the given legal system’ to 
help save this home. There is nothing further that the Soci¬ 
ety can do. 

Foreign workers in Israel for the 
chop! 

■ Foreign workers could soon be on the way out in Israel. 
The Government is seriously studying plans to start expel¬ 
ling 1000 illegal workers and eventually send up to 100,000 
back to their countries. The Minister of Labor and Social 
Affairs. Eli Yishai. said that at least half of the 200.000 of 
foreign workers are employed illegally. The minister said 
that these must be made to leave the country. 

Iodized salt for nutrition 

■ A one-day symposium on Iodine Deficiency Disorders 
tlDDi in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, was held in Gaza 
on 14 August, it calls for undertaking a survey in the West 
Bank and"Gaza to.asses the size of "the 1DD problem and 
propose solutions. 

Iodine is a vital substance that helps normal growth of 
brain cells in embryos and infants. The lack of it in food- 
intake can handicap the mental development-of children, it 
can also cause other serious health disorders in life. One 
way to ensure intake of iodine is to add it to table and cook¬ 
ing salt. 

Participants in the Gaza meeting called for the formation 
of a technical committee on IDD and a national committee 
on Nutrition to address nutrition-related problems and work 
out remedial plans of action including one to ensure the 
availability of iodized salt in the West Bank and Gaza. 

The symposium, the second on this topic in less than 
three months and held jointly by UNICEF and the Palestin¬ 
ian National Authority, aimed to promote awareness about 
IDD. and share experiences with the neighboring countries, 
including Jordan and Syria. 

The West Bank and Gaza do not' produce any iodized 
' salt, but count on Israel to supply them with the substance. 

s< Peace Now” appeals Jo Netanyahu 
on redeployment 

■ The Peace Now movement urged the Israeli prime minis¬ 
ter. Benjamin Netanyahu to take an immediate decision on 
Israeli troops redeployment in Hebron. 

In a message. Peace Now reminded the prime minister of 
his earlier promises to implement a "Secure Peace" accord¬ 
ing to Oslo accords. 

Israelis now believe that their government is weak, hesi¬ 
tant and under pressure and' no more represents the stance 
of the majority who are seeking an everlasting peace with 
Palestinians, the movement added. 

"Redeployment in Hebron is good for everybody as it 
ensures peace for all." Peace Now maintained. 

PNA denies drawing deposits from 
Jordanian Banks 

■ The chairman of the Palestine Monetary Authority. Fuad 
Bseiso denied that the PNA had drawn its deposits from 
Jordanian banks. These deposits were routinely moved in 
line with Palestinian monetary and investment interests, he 
said. 

The volume of deposits, both in foreign currency and in 
Jordanian dinar, in Palestinian banks is more than 529 mil¬ 
lion in Gaza and more than I billion in the West Bank. 

Mr Bseiso added that the volume of deposits in Jordanian 
dinar represents 45 percent in the West Bank and 15 per¬ 
cent in Gaza. Deposits in Gaza account for 34.5 percent of 
deposits in Palestine, he continued. 

Billion dollar from USA to Israel 

■ investors in New York recently signed a $1 billion dollar 
loan agreement with Israeli officials, with guarantees from 
the American Treasury, an Israeli official source said. 

This loan is to be repaid in 30 years at an intercsi rate of 
7.1 percent. In 1992. the United States endorsed loans for 
Israel estimated at $10 billion for the large Jewish immi¬ 
grants from the Soviet Union. About 7Q0.000 Jews have 
arrived in Israel since 1989. Total loan warranties being 
offered from the US to Israel until now reached $7.6 billion. 
The Israeli Ministry of Finance aims at benefiting from 
r 'r. in-'.- ivnnh bjjtion between 190" 



Game of hide and 
as Wizeman seeks 




disrupted 
meet Arafat 


By Barton Gellman 

LA Tim es - Washing ton Post 
News Sen-ice 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM— 
Israeli President Ezer Weiz- 
man, who likes to use his cere¬ 
monial post to nudge govern¬ 
ments he regards as gone 
astray, issued an invitation for a 
well-known Arab neighbor to 
pay him a call. 

It was no coincidence that 
the man he proposed to enter¬ 
tain. Palestinian leader Yasser 
ArafaL has been spumed in 
every effort thus far to meet 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu or to convince 
Netanyahu's government to 
resume suspended talks. 

Weizman was letting Netan¬ 
yahu know he does not approve 
of the new prime minister's 
stiff-arm to the Palestinians and 
his growing impasse with sur¬ 
rounding Arab states. Last year, 
after a series of bloody terror 
attacks. Weizman voiced public 
fears that negotiations with 
Arafat had moved too fast. 
After a change of government 
and three months of deadlock, 
the man sometimes ' called 
Israel's national seismograph 
reflected anxieties that Netan¬ 


yahu is allowing momentum 
toward peace to stall. 

Weizman's measurement of 
public mood drew a reluctant 
endorsement from Netanyahu 
himself, who made hasty 
arrangements to appear along¬ 
side the president last Sunday- 
morning arid allowed aides to 
leak hints that Netanyahu, too. 
might meet with Arafat soon. 
Asked directly about his plans, 
Netanyabu would only say that 
“when 1 think there will be a 
purposeful meeting, it will 
indeed take place." 

The government’s turnabout, 
after strong private opposition 
to the Weizman initiative, fol¬ 
lowed a skittish week for 
Israeli diplomacy in which 
Netanyahu was repeatedly 
forced to soften confrontations 
with important partners in the 
Arab world. It also sharpened 
public debate on whether the 
Likud-led government has a 
viable alternative to the land- 
for-peace formula that Netan¬ 
yahu continues to reject. 

Most frightening to many 
Israelis last week were the 
whispers of war that accompa¬ 
nied a series of military dis¬ 
plays between Israel and Syria. 
Dueling missile tests—a Scud- 
C ground-to-ground missile in 


Syria, and an Israeli test of the 
Arrow antimissile defense— 
were scheduled in advance, but 
they made for an uncomforta¬ 
bly vivid backdrop to the belli¬ 
cose rhetoric that recently has 
dominated public exchanges 
between Jerusalem and 
Damascus. . 

Netanyahu attempted to 
resume negotiations with Syria 
early this month to ease tension 
on the Israel-Lebanon border, 
where Israel occupies what it 
calls a “security zone" against 
attacks, but Syria said it was 
not interested in talking as long 
as Israel refused to give up land 
it captured from Arabs—a ref¬ 
erence to the Golan Heights. 

Then, a week ago, 'without 
publicity but in plain view of 
Israeli intelligence posts on 
Mount Hermon. Syria trans¬ 
ferred a special forces division 
from Lebanon to the line of 
confrontation on the Golan 
Heights. 

“You understand that when 
you move a division into this 
area you are changing the bal¬ 
ance," said an official involved 
in what became an urgent effort 
to interpret and defuse the Syr¬ 
ian move. “You put them there 
and you send a signal because 
the 1973 (Middle East) war 


began with an attack on the 
Israeli positions on Mount Her¬ 
mon and their seizure by Syr¬ 
ian special forces." 

Netanyahu, along with For¬ 
eign Minister David Levy and 
Ll Gen. Amnon Shahak, 
Israel's military chief of staff, 
felt obliged to reassure Syrian 
President Hafez Assad—in 
public statements and urgent 
messages sent through US and 
French intermediaries—that 
the Jewish state has no wish to 
pick a fight. 

Toward the end of the week 
came a loud complaint from 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, who had vouched for 
Netanyahu as a peacemaker. 
Mubarak, according to Israeli 
and foreign diplomats, had 
been telling the Clinton admin¬ 
istration he felt deceived by the 
Israeli leader's unftilfillcd 
promise to carry out an army- 
withdrawal from the West 
Bank city of Hebron. 

In a speech last Thursday. 
Mubarak threatened to cancel a 
November economic summit at 
w-hich Israel is to be a featured 
participant. Netany ahu placed a 
telephone calf to mollify Muba¬ 
rak and portrayed the call as a 
success to Israeli reporters, but 
the Egyptian leader declined to 


uithdraw his public threat. 

The weekend brought an 
unrelated spat with the other 
bulwark of Netanyahu’s Arab 
diplomacy. Israeli Agriculture 
and Environmental Minister 
Rafael Eilan. a blunt and haw¬ 
kish former military chief, 
accused Jordan of violating its 
•1994 treaty with Israel by 
agreeing to a Syrian plan for a 
new dam on the Yarmuk Rivep 
Jordan's water minister made a 
testy rejoinder in an interview 
with the Jordanian daily news¬ 
paper Dus tour. 

Qatar, meanwhile, has sus¬ 
pended plans to build a natural 
gas pipeline to Israel, and 
Morocco has frozen discus¬ 
sions of establishing formal 
relations with the Jewish state. 

Zvi Bar El. writing in the lib¬ 
eral daily Haaretz, accused 
Netanyahu of “returning Israel 
to the familiar situation in 
which it functions best: a small 
nation surrounded by enemies." 

Do re Gold, a senior architect 
of the Netanyahu foreign pol¬ 
icy. said in an interview that 
critics are rushing to judgment 
of a new government that has 
new and different ideas about 
how to reach peace: negotiating 
from strength, demanding strict 


reciprocity and refusing to 
make concessions in advance 
of talks. 

‘The problem of analysis of 
the Netanyahu government is 
that there’s a process going cm 
that takes a few months," he 
said. Tt’s sort of like taking the 
temperature of a child and you 
don’t wait the full three minutes 
for the thermometer to rise. 
You want to know after a min¬ 
ute and a half whether the kid 
has a fever or not. It’s just too 
soon to judge.” 

By Palestinian accounts, the 
patient is sick indeed. They 
note that Netanyahu is pressing 
on with Jewish settlement in 
the West Bank, moving the 
first 11 of a planned 300 
mobile homes into place in two 
West Bank settlements. He has 
refused to resume negotiations 
about withdrawing the Israeli 
army from most of Hebron by 
March as called for in the Sep¬ 
tember 1995 West Bank agree¬ 
ment. or to continue talks on a 
“permanent status” agreement 
which formally began last May 
just before Netanyahu was 
elected. Netanyahu also said 
publicly that there is no hope of 
reaching a compromise with 
Palestinians on Jerusalem. ■ 


Concerns grow over deadlocked 
mideast peace process 


By Rebecca Trounson 

LA Times-Washingion Post 
News Sen-ice 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM— 
Less than three months into 
Benjamin Netanyahu's term as 
Israel's prime minister. Israelis 
and Arabs alike say they fear 
that the deadlocked Middle 
East peace process may 
collapse. 

After Israel and Syria traded 
angry accusations last week, 
with each side blaming each 
other for heightened tensions. 
Israeli politicians and colum¬ 
nists, for the first lime in years, 
are speaking openly about the 
renewed possibility of war with 
Syria. 

At the same time, the chill 
between Netanyahu's govern¬ 
ment and the Palestinians grew 
deeper last Thursday after a 
diplomatic tiff over a meeting 
between former Israeli Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres and Pal¬ 
estinian leader Yasser Arafat. 
The crisis was resolved in 
hours but prominent Palestin¬ 
ians said it was just the latest 
frustration in Palestinian efforts 
to deal with Netanyahu's 
government. 

"What we are feeling now is 
fear, because this government’s 
intention is not a peaceful one," 
said Saeb Erekat, a Palestinian 
Cabinet minister recently 
appointed to lead peace talks 
with Israel. "We feel that peace 



Arafat Netanyahu 


is slipping through 
our fingers like 
sand.” 

Netanyahu and 
other Israeli officials 
have downplayed 
tensions. issuing 
assurances that 
Israel wants peace 
with its neighbors. 

Last Wednesday, 

Israel asked the 
United States to tell 
Syria that the Israelis 
are committed to 
peace and hope to 
resume talks without 
preconditions. 

But Damascus, 
via its official 
media, and Palestin¬ 
ian leaders both have 
dismissed the Israeli 
overtures, saying they are 
unsupported. 

Hanan Ashrawi. a professor 
who is Arafat’s higher educa¬ 
tion minister, said: “I think 
Netanyahu has replaced policy 
with public relations. He is con¬ 
stantly repeating that he is com¬ 
mitted to peace, but ... he 
refuses to implement agree¬ 
ments and violates the agree¬ 
ments that already exist." 

increasing the jitters for 
many Israelis is a growing per¬ 
ception (hat Netanyahu is 
unwilling or unable to make the 
lough decisions ahead, said 
Yaron Ezrahi. a political scien¬ 
tist and senior fellow at the 


Israel Democracy Institute. 
"We seem to be seeing an 
absence of any real leadership 
on his part." Ezrahi said. 

In an editorial Iasi Thursday, 
the influential Haaretz newspa¬ 
per issued a pica for "a calm 
atmosphere, devoid of threats 
and actions" and chastised 
Netanyahu and Syrian leaders 
for "creating a sense of being 
on the brink of war." 

Throughout his campaign 
and since his election in May. 
Netanyahu has said he opposes 
returning the strategic Golan 
Heights to Syria, asserting 
Israel should trade peace—not 
land—for peace. On the Pales¬ 


tinian front, he has delayed a 
promised troop withdrawal 
from Hebron, the last major 
Palestinian city under Israeli 
occupation. 

He also has refused to meet 
with Arafat, a rebuff under¬ 
lined Thursday by a friendly 
reunion between the Palestin¬ 
ian president and Peres. Netan¬ 
yahu’s predecessor as prime 
minister. Peres was an archi¬ 
tect—with Arafat and assassi¬ 
nated Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin—of the 1993 
lsraeli-Palestinian peace 

agreement. 

Peres and Arafat were to 
meet last Thursday in the West 


Bank town of Ramallah. But 
Netanyahu's government 
barred Arafat from flying from 
his headquarters in Gaza to the 
meeting: hours later, permis¬ 
sion was granted but Arafat 
refused it and instead met with 
Peres in Gaza. 

Palestinians were outraged 
by what they saw as an attempt 
to humiliate their leader. "This 
attitude is highhanded and 
patronizing, a return to the atti¬ 
tude of the occupiers." Ashrawi 
said. 

David Bar-IIan. Netanyahu's 
spokesman, blamed "technical 
problems"—coordination woes 
between Israeli military and 
political officials—for the ini¬ 
tial denial of Arafat's request. 
But Bar-IIan castigated Peres 
for talking to Arafat, saying: 
"The clanger is that Arafat will 
think thar what Peres suggests 
to him has the backing of the 
govern menL" 

Erekat- said the Palestinians 
plan to ask the United Slates 
and other nations to help jump- 
start the stalled peace negotia¬ 
tions. "On the West Bank and 
Gaza, we are facing a pressure- 
cooker situation,” he said. “We 
have nonimplementation of the 
agreement signed with Israel 
and we don’t have a peace 
process.” 

A senior Israeli politician 
also has warned that Netan¬ 
yahu's unwillingness to con¬ 
sider returning the Golan to 


Syria might inadvertently pro¬ 
voke a war. Hagai Merom. a 
Labor Party member. of the 
Israeli Parliament and former 
chair of its Foreign Affairs and 
Defense Committee, said 
Israeli intelligence fears 
Damascus may opt for war to 
break the diplomatic deadlock. 
Merom called for an urgent 
special session of Parliament to 
discuss the “worrisome" situa¬ 
tion with Syria. 

But the Palestinian-lsraeli 


relations may be on a way to a 
thaw. Whether political postur¬ 
ing on the part of Netanyahu or 
not. but he had said earlier this : 
week that he would be meeting 
with the Yasser Arafat some¬ 
time before 10 September 
according to Israel Radio. It 
said that Netanyahu would 
meet Arafat before travelling to 
Washington. 


The PNA has already agreed 


to close down three of its 
offices in Jerusalem in return 
for puling the peace process on 
track. 

But it is argued that Netan¬ 
yahu is under increasing pres¬ 
sure from his own Likud Party 
to meet with the head of the 
PNA. AU these factors may 
eventually bear enough pre£ 
sure to bring back the peace 
process on track. ■ 


China linked to Pakistani missile plant 

US officials said that completion of the factory would for the first time give the Pakistani government 
an ability to match India’s indigenous production of the Prithyi medium-range ballistic missile, 

which could also be equipped with nuclear warheads. 


By R. Jeffrey Smith 

L4 Times- Washington Post 
News Service 


WASHINGTON—US intelligence officials 
have concluded that die government of Pakistan 
is secretly building a medium-range missile fac¬ 
tory using blueprints and equipment supplied by 
China, in a development that officials S3id 
raises the prospect of a major new US prolifera¬ 
tion dispute with Beijing. 

The partially completed factory, said by US 
officials to be located in a suburb of the north¬ 
ern city of fpiwalpindi. near Islamabad, is 
expected to be capable in a year or two of pro¬ 
ducing most of the major components of a mis¬ 
sile modeled after the Chinese-designed M-M. 
Some officials believe the factory will produce 
precise duplicates of the missile. 

The United Slates has twice imposed limited 
econqmic sanctions against China for selling M- 
11 missile launchers and finished missile com¬ 
ponents to Pakistan, but lifted them after China 
promised to halt such deliveries. 

Washington only recently settled a dispute 
with China over a sale to Pakistan of nuclear- 
related equipment, and officials say the con¬ 
struction of the missile factory raises the possi¬ 
bility that broad economic sanctions eventually 
could be imposed on both nations. 

The existence of the Pakistani factory has 
been known to US intelligence officials since 
lasr year, when* construction evidently began, 
but it has never been publicly disclosed, its pur¬ 
pose is described in a recent, classified US 
National Intelligence Estimate on China's mis¬ 
sile-related assistance to Pakistan, which also 
states that Pakistan may have developed nuclear 
...nrt, r .^ r . placed atop its M-11 missiles. A 
National Intelligence Estimate is a consensus 
view of U5 intelligence agencies. 


US officials said that completion of the fac¬ 
tory would for the first time give the Pakistani 
government an ability to match India's indige¬ 
nous production of the Prithvj medium-range 
ballistic missile, which could also be equipped 
with nuclear warheads. India and Pakistan arc 
archenemies, and Washington fears that any 
deployment of such weapons could bring the 
two nations close to the brink of war. 

If the US intelligence report about the factory 
is heeded by US policy-makers, the Clinton 
administration could be forced once again to 
take up the politically delicate task of confront¬ 
ing China's prickly leadership with an allega¬ 
tion that Beijing is spreading advanced, mass- 
destruction weaponry to a US ally, according to 
■several officials. 

“There is no question there is an involve¬ 
ment” by China in the missile factory, said a US 
policy-maker privy to the intelligence reports. 
The official cautioned, however, that Washing¬ 
ton is seeking additional information about this 
assistance, and that no formal ruling has been 
made that China is subject to sanctions under 
US nonproliferation laws. He called it “a current 
case” before officials responsible for making 
such a determination. 

A US complaint earlier this year that China 
sold ring magnets to Pakistan for use in enrich¬ 
ing uranium for nuclear arms raised hackles in 
Beijing and Islamabad and soured China's rela¬ 
tions wilh the United Stales. The administration 
eventually decided to avoid a major diplomatic 
confrontation by agreeing not to impose eco¬ 
nomic sanctions in exchange for a Chinese 
pledge that (he nuclear sales would not be 
repeated. 

But top administration officials in recent 
months have been trying to avoid provoking a 
further confrontation with. China. US officials 
who traveled to Beijing last month for consulta¬ 


tions on Chinese policies governing the export 
of weapons-re la ted goods did not raise the issue 
of the M-ll factory. According to one official, 
Washington has complained ahout it to Paki¬ 
stan, but the Pakistani leadership denied that 
such a factory exists. 

Four US officials who spoke about the fac¬ 
tory on condition they not be named said it 
appeared to constitute a particularly serious vio¬ 
lation of China's repeated pledge to observe the 
provisions of the Missile Technology Control 
Regime t MTCR). an agreement among roughly 
30 nations that restricts exports of missiles or 
missile technology capable of carrying nuclear 
warheads more than 185 miles. The M-ll is 
assessed at having a range slightly greater than 
185 miles when equipped wilh such warheads. 

Under a 1990 law mandating economic sanc¬ 
tions for MTCR violations, the penalty for 
transferring missile production technology is a 
cutoff of certain US export licenses and. for 
communist nations, a ban on most exports to 
the United States for a period of two years. The 
sanctions can be waived if the president deter¬ 
mines that doing so is required by “national 
security." 

Such sanctions would affect US exports to 
China of electronics items, military goods and 
space-related equipment, as well as imports of 
Chinese-made goods in these categories. The 
exact value of the goods that might face sanc¬ 
tions is unclear, but in recent years China has 
exported about $30 billion in goods annually to 
the United Stales, while US exporters have 
shipped about $9 billion a year in goods to 
China. 

US officials said they believe China may 
have signed a secret contract with Pakistan 
nearly a decade ago to furnish the missile fac¬ 
tory as well as roughly three dozen completed 
M-II missiles. According to one official, the 


intelligence community has been watching j 
"crates of stuff” arrive at the factory from China j 
for months. The contents of some of the crates \ 
has been determined with a high degree of cer¬ 
tainty, the official said. 

While exporting completed missiles is a 
grave matter, transferring “production technol¬ 
ogy is the worst." said Leonard S. Spec tor. an 
expen on proliferation matters at the Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace. “As the old 
aphorism says: If you give a man a fish, he eats ‘ 
for a day; if you teach a man to fish, be eats for 
a lifetime. It is a serious offense.” 

Zamir AJaram, the deputy chief of mission at , 
the Pakistani Embassy, said in response to a ; 
reporter's query that “we have no knowledge of 
such a factory.” Although the city of Rawal- .j 
pindi harbors a major military base, the suburb ,j 
where US sources say the factory is being built, 
Tarwanah, has “no major military or air force ; 
facilities. As far as I know, there is nothing of . 
this kind at all,” Akram said. 

Akram said the US claims evidently origi- j 
nated with “dubious people in so-called intelli- ! 
gence agencies” who seek to malign Pakistan. ! 

An official of the Chinese Embassy here : 
denied that Beijing was helping Pakistan build I 
M-11 missiles. **We consider this matter com- [ 
pietely closed.” the official said. There never 
was any such cooperation. This was discussed 1 
when we signed the 1994 agreement" with j 
Washington to bar exports of missiles, such as j 
the M-ll, that have an inherent capability w •' 
exceed the limit set by the missile control j 
regime. •’ 

After the 1994 agreement, Washington 
sanctions on 10 Chinese companies it claimed ; 
liad been involved in providing M-11 compo* 
nents to Pakistan. ■ l 
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Chechen refugee family decides to cut their losses 

The edgy laughter of relief echoes through the rooms . This is the second time Luiza’s family has escaped death in two sieges of Grozny, 

and she has decided there will be no more dramatic escapes . 


By Vanora Bennett 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 

MOSCOW—They have hocking coughs 
after two weeks of hiding in the cellar, and 
the children still scream when they hear 
approaching airplanes. 

But Luiza Aularkhanov and her family 
count themselves lucky. Last week, they 
escaped the horror of Grozny, leaving their 
mansion half-ruined in the wake of a two- 
week battle between separatist Chechen 
fighters and Russian soldiers for control of 
the town center. 

Only one of Luiza's sisters is stiU miss¬ 
ing in the burning wasteland of the Che¬ 
chen capital, among tens of thousands of 
other Chechens struggling to get away 
through shell-shattered courtyards, burning 
factories and streets patrolled by Russian 
helicopter gunships. 

The rest of the family is safe. A panicky 
odyssey across half of Russia—by car. on 
foot, by taxi and plane—has broughL Luiza 
to a tiny apartment in Moscow, where she 
is sharing two rooms with her four chil¬ 
dren. her mother, another sister and a 
brother-in-law. 

The edgy laughter of relief echoes 
through the rooms. This is the second time 
Luiza’s family has escaped death in two 
sieges of Grozny, and she has decided there 
will be no more dramatic escapes. 

“I'll never go back to Grozny,” Luiza 
said, hoarse-voiced, fingers plucking ner¬ 
vously at a borrowed dress of cheap floral 
fabric. She and her husband. Musa, have 
decided to cut their losses, abandon what is 


ltfft of their wealth and property in Chech¬ 
nya and start again from zero m a new 
place. 

The 20-momh war, which began when 
Russia sent troops into Chechnya to crush 
a 3-year-old separatist regime there, has 
not Just destroyed the fabric of the capital 
and killed thousands of soldiers and separ¬ 
atist fighters. The heaviest penally has 
been paid by the silent majority of peace¬ 
ful civilians—who want nothing more than 
a quiet life and the chance to bring up their 
children decently, and to whom the pas¬ 
sions of war mean little. 

Their wishes are ignored by both war¬ 
ring sides, and the riches-io-rags story of 
the Autarkhanovs is typical. 

Before the war. the Autarkhanovs* 
house on Red Veterans’ Street was a gra¬ 
cious place of airy rooms, rich carpets and 
chandeliers. The silvery roof was edged 
with filigree work and crescent moons. A 
long veranda ran around the edge of the 
enclosed courtyard, leaving plenty of space 
for Musa's white BMW and an endless 
flow of his friends’ Toyotas and Suzukis. 

Musa, a young lawyer impatient with 
the separatists then in power, had given up 
his job in a state-run raw-materials enter¬ 
prise and started a private business, bust¬ 
ing a Russian economic blockade against 
Chechnya and smuggling in food. He sep¬ 
aratists were provoking Moscow, he said, 
but not bothering to fee? their dependents 
when Moscow struck back. 

Such post-Soviet political chaos in Mos¬ 
cow and Grozny made Musa rich. Injhose 
days, he paid for his purchases from a wad 
of SI00 bills as thick as a brick. 


But then the tension between Moscow 
and Grozny turned into war. The first full- 
scale onslaught on Grozny by the Russian 
army, at the beginning of the war. ended 
the Autarkhanovs’ carefree life. 

A shell blew half the roof off their 
house, leaving the interior exposed to the 
elements. The Autarkhanovs fled to Mos¬ 
cow to wait out the siege. Back home, their 
carpets and furniture were looted. 

Musa took as much of the family’s 
money as he could to set himself up with 
work and a new home in Vologda, in 
northern Russia, while Luiza went back to 
Grozny with the children to patch up the 
damaged house and sell it 
• There were new bursts of fighting— 
notably a three-day assault on the Russian- 
held city by rebel fighters in March—but 
Luiza's neighbors slowly regained confi¬ 
dence and began repairing their shattered 
homes, sifting out whole bricks from the 
nibble, finding wood and cement and point 
in a bid to restart normal life. 

Then another full-scale onslaught on 
Grozny began. Russian planes broke a 
cease-fire by bombing Chechen villages in 
July. On 6 Aug, rebel fighters swarmed 
back into the city with green velvet berets 
on their heads, bandoleers of bullets over 
their chests and grenade launchers in their 
hands. 

“My mother told me two days running 
about rumors that the fighters were coming 
back and said we should be veiy careful or 
perhaps leave town altogether,” Luiza said. 
“But I thought they'd just whisk in and 
out, like they did in March. I never ima¬ 
gined that the city would be subjected to' 


complete destruction a second time.” 

At first, Luiza and her children— 
Magomed, 13, Liza, 9, Saida, 7, and 2- 
year-old Umar—were not too worried. The 
sounds of shelling and shooting were dis¬ 
tant. It was only on the second or third 
day. when tie Russian helicopters began to 
fly overhead and the house next door was 
destroyed, that they crept down into- the 
relative safety of their cellar. 

For days, it was impossible to escape. 
The shelling was too heavy. The fighters 
were all around, and helicopters filled the 
skies. 

Then Russia’s security chief, Alexander 
L Lebed, began an attempt to end the bat¬ 
tle. A cease-fire was declared, which never 
stopped the fighting altogether but did 
bring a few hours of relative calm every 
day. 

Luiza's neighbors realized the time had 
come to escape. Bringing only extra 
clothes for the children, seven families 
packed themselves into nine cars and set 
off over broken bridges and potholed roads 
to safety. The separatist fighters who held 
most of Grozny turned out to be both 
friends and foes. 

"The fighters showed us a way out 
through the back roads of Factory Dis¬ 
trict,” Luiza said. “I'd never even seen ic 
before. They were incredibly calm—they 
don’t seem to know the meaning of fear— 
and they warned ns against stopping. They 
said the Russians would shell any crowd 
they saw gathering.” 

Luiza's mother, Belila Anzorov, said, 
“... once we got out of town, the fighters 
took our cars, so we had no transport to get 



A Chechenian family escaping the terror of Russia’s shelling of Grozny 


out of Chechnya." 

The families walked west until they 
found cars whose drivers were willing to 
take them to the nearest safe airport, about 
60 miles away. 

It is not easy for Chechens to set up 
home in other parts of Russia. Racial ani¬ 
mosity toward the dark-skinned people of 
the south—especially the Chechens—is 
rife. Many Russians openly call the Che¬ 
chens derogatory names and suspect them 
of being innately violent and criminaUy 


minded. In defiance of official police fig¬ 
ures, many Russians persist in thinking 
that Chechens run Russia's biggest orga¬ 
nized crime rings. 

But Luiza is philosophical about her 
own prospects in Vologda, where her hus¬ 
band is waiting for the family to rejoin 
him. Musa went to college there, she says, 
and had plenty of friends. 

“Problems do crop up. but l think they can 
ail be sorted out," she said. ■ 


Walt Disney’s films accused 

of racism, ADC 


WASHINGTON—The Ameri¬ 
can-Arab Anti-Discrimination 
Committee (ADC), in conjunc¬ 
tion with other ethnic groups 
and civil rights organizations, 
has held a demonstration 
against Walt Disney's anti- 
Arab films on Thursday. 22 
August, in front of the Disney 
headquarters in Burbank and 
Disneyland in Anaheim. 
California. 

These protests come after 
repeated attempts at establish¬ 
ing a constructive dialogue 
with Walt Disney. Following 
the release of “Aladdin" in late 
1992, ADC and Walt Disney 
reached an agreement whereby 
Disney promised to consult 
with Arab Americans prior to 
releasing projects involving 
them as to avoid defamation. 
This promise was breached 
with the release of “Father of 
the Bride. Part 11” and 
“Kazadm"—both of which per¬ 
petuated harmful stereotypes of 
Arab Americans and Middle 
Easterners. Walt Disney has so 
far failed to even acknowledge 
the concerns of Arab Ameri¬ 
cans, who continue to call on 
this leader in-entertainment for 
children to cease defaming and 
ridiculing (heir cultural 
heritage. 

Walt Disney is pursuing its 



how bad 

their 

breath 

might 

smell. 


Now 

it’s 

Kazaam— 

starring 

Sha- 


Aladdin revisited with new sterotypes from Disney 


tradition of ethnic stereotyping. 
Disney’s Arab-bashing history 
includes the following 
incidents: 

■ In 1993, following ADCs 
campaign against stereotypical 


Part n was released with no 
prior consultation and, sure 
enough, it perpetuated negative 
stereotypes of Arabs and Mid¬ 
dle Easterners through the evil 
character of “Mr Habib" and 


aspects of “Aladdin." Walt his submissive wife. 


Disney promised to consult 
with Arab Americans prior to 
the production of films contain¬ 
ing Middle Eastern characters. 
■ In 1995, Father of the Bride, 


■ In 1996, Disney Adventures 
magazine printed a piece 
claiming that Arabs greet each 
other by blowing into each 
other’s faces, regardless of 


quille O'Neal. 
The film, rated 
PG-13, con¬ 
tains evil 
American char¬ 
acters of Mid¬ 
dle Eastern 
descent mod¬ 
eled after “Mr 
Habib** in 
Father of the 
Bride, Part 11/ 
The plot 
revolves 
around a genie 
by the name of 
Kazaam (Sba- 
quille O’ Neal) 
and a 12-year- 
old boy. Max 
(Francis 

Capra). Max’s father. Travis 
Connor, is an entertainment 
producer with a dubious past 
and trouble with the law. The 
evil “Mr Malek"—a Middle 
Eastern American—works 
with Travis. He is portrayed 
as a shrewd gold-digger who 
would go to any lengths to 
enrich himself. Mr Malek is a 
repulsive, unshaven individual 
with a devilish laugh, a thick 


Middle Eastern accent, and 
gluttonous eating habits. 

Mr Malek and his evil assist¬ 
ants—El Baz and Hassem, 
who are also of Middle Eastern 
origin, beat Travis and threaten 
Max. Mr Malek wants Max to 
ask his genie, Kazaam, to 
make him rich—otherwise be 
will kill his Dad. The unscru¬ 
pulous Mr Malek throws the 
boy down a shaft when he and 
his father resist In the end, 
‘ Mr Malek is beaten by Travis 
.and Kazaam, who makes a 
human bouncing ball out of 
him before throwing him in a 
garbage can. 

This film, produced by 
Touchstone Pictures—a sub¬ 
sidiary of Walt Disney— 
paints an ugly image of Ameri¬ 
cans of Middle Eastern 
ancestry. 

The ADC is the largest 
Arab-American grassroots 
organization in the country. It 
is a non-sectarian, non-partisan 
service organization dedicated 
to protecting the civil rights of 
Americans of Arab descent and 
combatting anti-Arab racism, 
discrimination, and stereotyp¬ 
ing.) It is seeking a canrign 
against stcrotyping in Walt 
Disney ■ 


‘TWA flight 800 r and 
the threat of terrorism 


Diana fights for privacy! 


By Lana Tabba’a 

■Special to The Star 

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND—Experts 

were already speculating, a few hours after 
the TWA crash, about a powerful bomb that 
may have found its way onto the plane, or of 
people who may have launched a missile 
against the airline. If the plane was sabo¬ 
taged, the disaster becomes America's third 
tragedy following the Oklahoma City and 
World Trade Centre bombing. 

The focus, however, quickly turned to the 
fact that US airport security is lax compared 
to other countries. The reality, though, is 
that as the method of terrorists progressed, 
security in US airports remained mixed in 
the past with preventive measures such as 
metal detectors that were developed in the 
1970's. Those worked well at first, but do 
little to combat the threats posed by bomb¬ 
ers. Moreover, CJS airports have no system¬ 
atic way of screening for explosives that a 
terrorist may want to 
sneak abroad on air- , 

craft. Metal detectors jL 
might miss plastics or , u 

liquids used to as- " 8 a jfli 

semble a bomb. 

sniffed by - 

specially trained dogs or scanned by elec¬ 
tronic vapour-particle detectors chat can lo¬ 
cate explosives. But if explosives are in 
air-tight containers, they may be missed. 

Considering the CTX 5000 scanning de- ■ 
vice, combining computed tomography and 
X-ray 


* imaging to produce x-sectional images of a 
bag's content, it detects all varieties of 
bombs and explosives but costs between 
$400 million and $2^2 billion. Such a de¬ 
tector just happens to be very expensive 
and airlines, many of which are in debt, 
cannot make such, investments. 

Terrorists, on the other hand, are aware 
both of airport vulnerabilities and how ex¬ 
isting security measures could be defeat¬ 
ed. Here, however, and in other airports, 
passengers run a series of check-points 
before boarding, all incoming internation¬ 
al baggage is X-rayed and matched with a 
passenger. In -the US. to save time, bag¬ 
gage checked at curbside is often taken 
directly to the cargo area without going 
through X-ray machines. But, wiii the 
American public be willing to arrive at 
. die airport three hours prior to departure 
time and sit there for hours and hours just 
waiting for baggage check- 
up? Americans, pain- 
fully, may have 
JrjHr. ^3 no choice but to 

jrAf give up some 

qr convenience for 

their safety in the 

The threat of terrorism can 
never be entirely erased. Tightening 
airport security is like squeezing one end 
of a balloon: if airlines become too diffi¬ 
cult a target, terrorists will aim their 
weapons elsewhere. . 

This event leaves us in a state of un¬ 
ease, all of which will be made worse by 
the way America tries to pretend there is 
no such thing as tragedy. But the memory 
will remain with the 

_ Americans forever, 

_'‘reminding them of 

_ who they are and 

«■ » '■■ ■ - where they live! ■ 




PRINCESS DIANA is now official 
ly divorced from Prince Charles, 
heir to the British throne. Since 
news of the Royal separation be¬ 
came public, Diana’s story grew 
into a media bonanza. She be¬ 
came a prey to paparazzi photog¬ 
raphers who found her story 
most “rewarding.” 

Photographers were c hasin g 
Diana every day to take exclu¬ 
sive shots and thus invading her 
privacy. 

Diana’s frustration with the 
situation culminated in her de¬ 
cision to soe Martin S te am in g, 
the English photographer who, 
gh» said, made her life heDL 
Straining was banned by. the 
courts from going within 300 
metres of her. 

But wffl the photographers 
leave Diana now she is di¬ 
vorced! ■ 
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Organized criminal gangs 
force Albanian women into 
prostitution abroad 


By Ismije Beshiri and 
Fabian Schmidt 

CRIMINAL GANGS smuggle 
an ever increasing number of 
Albanian women to neighbor¬ 
ing countries and force them to 
engage in prostitution. A report 
published by the Albanian Hel¬ 
sinki Committee has now called 
public attention to this — 
problem, which developed 
since the end of Albanian 
communism in 1991. 

The widespread desire to 
leave the impoverished 
country in hope of a better fj, 
future makes it easy for the 
gangs to find prey. Most of 
the women come from a 
background of conservative — 
family values and often do 
not have a secondary education. 
The demand for social confor¬ 
mity in the family and the 
immediate neighborhood is 
high. But especially in remote 
areas, poverty and the desire to 
migrate axe strong. 

There are various ways 
through which . Albanian 
women get into the vicious cir¬ 
cle of prostitution. The most 
widespread method the gangs 
use is to promise marriages. 
Albanian men offer a wedding 
abroad and sometimes even 
throw a fake bachelor’s party, 
but once outside Albania they 


force the betrayed bride into 
prostitution. One woman from 
Tirana went to Italy at the age 
of IS after her alleged friend 
had promised to marry her 
there. After being forced' into 
prostitution she managed to 
escape from the brothel and ■ 
was given refuge by a nun. 
Three months later, when 


... women were simply 
kidnapped on the street 
and smuggled over the 
border with forged papers, 
sometimes after having 
been drugged _ 


working in Milan, the gang, 
kidnapped her again and 
forced her into prostitution for 
about half a year. Attempts to 
get help from bra - customers 
failed. 

In other cases, the criminals 
convince women to leave the 
country by promising them a 
serious job. Yet another 
method is kidnapping. In one 
gay., the child of. a 23 year-old 
woman was kidnapped and 
brought to Greece. The crimi¬ 
nals then threatened to kill the 
dhil/f nnlws the'mother went 
there. She was subsequently 


raped after arriving in Greece 
and forced into prostitution. 
Elsewhere, women were simply 
kidnapped on the street and 
smnggled over the border with 
forged papers, sometimes after 
having been dragged. In May 
1995, Italian police found a 
woman who had been kid¬ 
napped in Albania.and subse- 
—i queotiy smuggled to Italy 
where she was kept 
- locked in a brothel. 
f What all women face 
equally is the difficulty of 
breaking out of that 
-y vicious circle. Not only do 
9 they become dependent 
r on die criminal gangs, but 
since most of them are 
-. _ also illegal immigrants 
they are deprived of any 
legal protection. Most women, 
say that they cannot go home 
since the strict conservative 
family, values makes them out¬ 
casts once the family knows 
that they have engaged In pros¬ 
titution. The precise number of 
Albanian prostitutes is 
unknown, but die Helsinki 
Committee estimated that one- 
third-of all prostitutes in Italy 
are Albanian,. Other estimates 
range between 4,000-7,000 in 
Italy, plus some -3400 in Alba¬ 
nia, additional hundreds in 
Macedonia, and another 3,000 
in Greece. ■ 
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Marriage 
in air 


• Couples all over the world 
always want iheir weddings to 
be unparalleled. But to hold a 
marriage ceremony high in the 
sky is unbelievable. 

Getting married by riding the 
wind at 1.500ft was the adven¬ 
ture of the British couple. Dave 
Lawrance and Jane Harland, 
who were accompanied by 
vicar Anthony Kelton. The 
vicar later said it was a hea¬ 
venly experience. 


AbeerAl Bawab 


Ultimate search for truth 


By Munther Hamdan 

Star Sniff Writer 

I n her exhibition at the 
Royal Cultural Center 
which ends today. Thurs¬ 
day A beer AJ Bawab 
reveals much of the artist dex¬ 
terity in presenting an anatomy 
of the human being. Mainly 
about women and their rela¬ 
tionship to the city, the paint¬ 
ings are ventures through the 
inner feelings, tastes and out¬ 
looks of women. "I pick up the 
subjects 1 want to paint from 
everyday reality and avoid 
painting fantasies." A1 Bawab 
told The Shir. 

As a modem artist. A1 Baw¬ 
ab exhibits a complex view of 


If 



the city and its people. In her 
paintings, the city is trans¬ 
formed' into a concept It is no 
more buildings, vehicles and 
pedestrians but a new way of 
thought which has a bearing on 
its people. A! Bawab wants to 
convey through art how a 
woman would react with and to 
the complexity of the city with¬ 
out being overwhelmed by it. 
"No matter how educated 
women are. they still react 
with fear to the city and all its 
aspects.” A l Bawab added. 

What can be detected 
through her style is her attempt 
to combine more than one ele¬ 
ment of the work of art so that 
it becomes impossible to un¬ 
derstand each element without 
referring it to 

___ the other. 

aagaw—« Women. 

buildings, the 
sky. These 
are all one 
and an indi¬ 
visible struc¬ 
ture. 

The artist's 
view of life is 
! multi¬ 
dimensional 
where people 
need to be al¬ 
ways watch¬ 
ful so as not 
to be'lost in 
all this chaos. 
On one of her 
paintings, she 
wrote. "Our 
dreams are 
like bubbles 
which punc¬ 
ture once 
they are hit 

- by reality." 



Al Bawab 

Such words disclose how Al 
Bawab focuses on depicting 
people's disappointment with a 
harsh reality that does not ful¬ 
fill their high expectations. 
This was manifested clearly in 
her painting titled “Governed 
by Hope", the famous title of 
the speech of the Syrian play¬ 
wright Sa'dallah Wannous 
which was delivered on the 
World Theater Day. 

In those words. Wannous 
summarized the decline in the 
Arab world and (hat the only 
thing that remains is hope. Al 
Bawab was influenced by these 
words which she said built 
something inside her and led 
her to establish a "mature 
style.” “It is a problem to deal 
with reality on emotional basis 
rather than rationally." she 
said. 

Other paintings have titles 
like “The Man". "The Wom¬ 
an". “The Departure". "Icon" 
and "Spaces”. They are clues 
by which people can identify 
with the nature of the painting. 
These titles are inseparable and 
form one structure. In ’The De¬ 
parture." she sheds light on 


“the conflict between the old 
and the new cities." Through 
her spaces, she opens new ho¬ 
rizons for people who feel im¬ 
prisoned by memories and 
locked in the city which, 
though appears to be wide and 
vast, gets narrower as it inflicts 
sadness upon its inhabitants. 

The artist mingles abstract 
aspects with live pictures from 
everyday reality. Though it 
might look unnecessary at the 
first glance, the mixture of the 
two elements mobilizes the 
painting and keeps it away 
from passivity. In some paint¬ 
ings. characters are drawn 
without their external features 
or body physique. 

This kind of abstraction is 
part of the artist's search for 
the essence of the human be¬ 
ings. removing masks worn by 
them. "The Man" and “The. 
Woman" paintings are portraits 
which are juxtaposed with ab¬ 
stract flashes. These are mo¬ 
ments of dreams as Al Bawab 
puts it. They can also be seen 
as pan of the .stream of con¬ 
sciousness of people's memo¬ 
ries whether sad, lustful or rev¬ 
olutionary'. From her point of 
view she portrays man as one 
filled with complexity. 

The anist’s way of presenting 
the essence of humans is auda¬ 
cious because it requires an ulti¬ 
mate search for the truth. She 
says that subjects are abundant 
but what we need is a distin¬ 
guished style and techniques of 
painting. "We should move be¬ 
yond imitation of western style 
to an independent Arabic plastic 
art." ■ 


Jordan’s neolithic statues on 
display in Washington 


AMMAN (Stan—Eight examples of the oldest 
human sculpture ever found in the Near East arc np||p 
showing at the Smithsonian's Anhor M. Sackler 
Gallery in Washington. Titled "Preserving Ancient 'wHjjai 
Statues from Jordan." the exhibition will continue 
till April. 1997. 

Two human figures, three double-headed busts and g? 
three faces modelled on human skulls, all made of time 
plaster and nearly life size, are being displayed. Rrg}'. 
These ancient figures from 6500-7000 B.C. 
were discovered in 1985 3t the prehistoric site 
of "Ain Ghazal". near Amman. In 1986. the 
Smithsonian's Conservation Analytical Labor- 
atory (CAL) in Suitland. Md.. undertook the 
task of uncovering, studying and preserving the * 

statues, which are on loan from Dept of Antiqui- J&Ai' ^ 
lies in Jordan. 

Exhibition curator Ann Gunter, associate g 
curator of ancient Near Eastern art at the Sackler tVMf'ji! 
Gallery, worked in collaboration with Carol Crajg B SjSL'' 
Grissom, a senior objects conservator at CAL ra£gf&:, 
who is responsible for the Ain Ghazal conserva- EgHWxd 
tion project. Gunter says: "since the cache at CAL fBg pp I 
has only now been uncovered and conserved, it is Kl|| | 
virtually unpublished. The exhibition will present VHB 
this material to the public 3nd the scholarly com- 
muniiy for the first time and will provide an oppor- 
lunity to explore many aspects of the statues— SB 

archaeological, cultural and technical.” . - 

The statues were accidentally discovered 1 Statuei 
svhen a bulldozer digging for road construction 
car through part of the site of "Ain Ghazal." exposing the 
cache of statues. Because the statues were fragile and fragmen- 




tary. conservators working with archaeologists decided to 
remove the entire block of earth containing the statues and 
ship it to the conservation's analytical Laboratory. There, con¬ 
servators. analyzed the materials used in making the statues 
and determined how they were made: carefully removed the 
fragments from the block of earth; and strengthened the 
pieces. The pieces were then reassembled to form the statues 
in their original shape. Every step of this process was recorded 
in drawings, photographs, videotape and details notes. 

"Preserving Ancient Statues from Jordan” focuses 
on the archaeological context of the Ain Ghazal stat- 
ues. their materials and manufacture, their probable 
\ ^ J meaning in ancient society and on the processes used 
'•’// in conserving this ancient material. An interactive 
y : computer program in the exhibition includes: a descrip- 
y lion of the statues discovery, a computer¬ 

generated graphic sequence demonstrat¬ 
ing how the statues were made, an 
account of the examination and conser¬ 
vation of the statues at CAL and an 
exploration of the statues as works of 
art and cultic objects. 

Programs in connection with the 
exhibition were produced by the Arthur 
M. Sackler Gallery in consultation with 
the CAL and supported by a gram from 
the James Smithson Society. 

The Arthur M Sackler Gallery, a 

i--—-———---. national museum of Asian art at the 

tatuesjT om Ain Ghazal j Smithsonian Institution is located near 

the Smithsonian Metrorail Museum. 
Hours arc from 10 am to 5.30 every day. and admission is 
free. Free public tours are offered daily. ■ 


Supersonic bid at Jordan’s Jafr 


J ordan's Al Jafr desert 
could be the place where. 
For the first time in histo¬ 
ry. a land-based vehicle travels 
faster than sound could be 
made. 

A 10.5 mile (16.8 kms) 
stretch of the desert south of 
Amman is to be used for the fi¬ 
nal testing of the Castroi- 
sponsored Thrust Super Sonic 
Car before it makes an attempt 
on the new world land speed 





record. 

That attempt is scheduled for 
America in September, but if 
all goes well in Jordan, the 
British team, headed by current 
record holder. Richard Noble, 
could make a bid while still in 
the Middle East. 

Noble and his team of scien¬ 
tists believe that it is possible 
for a car to travel at more than 
760 mph (1223 kph). pass 
through the sound barrier and 
still stay in con¬ 
tact with the 
ground. 

Design work 
on Thrust SSC 
has been car¬ 
ried out by mis¬ 
sile expert Ron 
Ayers and 

Richard Noble 
has full confi¬ 
dence in Ayer's 
calculations. 

He said "Ear¬ 
ly in the devel¬ 
opment pro¬ 


gramme we did extremely 
complex studies of the effects 
of airflow on a model of Thrust 
SSC. Since then wc have done 
testing with a model on a rock¬ 
et sled travelling at Mach 1.1. 

“We then compared the two 
sets of figures to see if they 
agreed. "Tliey did. From that 
point on Ron and 1 were confi¬ 
dent we knew exactly what 
happens to the airflow over and 
beneath a car travelling at su¬ 
personic speed." 

"From that moment an at¬ 
tempt on the sound barrier on 
land was truly feasible." 

When Noble set the current 
record of 633.46 mph (1019.44 
kph) the airflow over the cock¬ 
pit of his car was supersonic. 

As a car accelerates the force 
of gravity becomes less and less 
able to keep it firmly in contact 
with the ground and finely 
tuned aerodynamics have been 
devised to ensure Thrust SSC. 
and its driver RAF pilot Andy 
Green, don't take off. 


Castrol, the principal compa¬ 
ny of the Lubricants division of 
the Burmah Castrol group, 
have sponsored'a considerable 
amount of the research and de¬ 
velopment wort: for Thrust 
SSC The company will pro¬ 
vide lubricants for the Rolls 
Royce let engines as well as for 
the bearings in the aluminium 
ailoy wheels which will rotate 
at 8500 rpm and have a mas¬ 
sive heat build up. 

Specially designed lubri¬ 
cants will be used to maintain 
the efficiency and peak perfor¬ 
mance of each of the 25.000 lb 
thrust of the twin jet engines 
and to ensure that the wheel 
bearings play their vital rote. 

Castrol’s backing for Thrust 
SSC is the latest in a long his¬ 
tory of support for world land 
speed record attempts over the 
last 75 years, including for 
Richard Nobel's record setting 
runs of 633.48 mph in 1983. ■ 
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Gipsy 
Kings’ 
Chico 
excels 
in 

Amman 


AMMAN (Star)—Last Tues 
day, the Roman Amphitheater 
in downtown Amman wit 
nessed a special occasion of 
Spanish music and flamenco. 
The singing was performed by 
Chico, a former member of the 
famous Gipsy Kings, and his 
music band. Flamenco fans 
cheered loudly as Chico per 
formed his famous sing¬ 
ing act. It was a memora¬ 
ble concert. Young and 
old people dancing on the 
front stage really flavored the 
atmosphere. 

The concert was held under 
the patronage of HRH Princess 
Rani a and sponsored by the 
French Embassy and the Jordan 
River Development ProjecL 
The proceeds of the concert 
will be for charity. 

Before the concert began a 
DJ played famous western 
songs. The crowed just sang 




along. 

The concert kicked off at 10 
pm, an hour later than expect¬ 
ed. However the audience were 
in a jovial mood as the DJ con¬ 
tinued playing the best in mu¬ 
sic. 

The technical facilities in¬ 
cluding lights, amplifiers, and 
stage set were part of the im¬ 
pressive scene. The presenter 
of the concert was Mubannad 
Al Jazeerah of Jordan's Radio 
English service. 

As a famous member of the 
popular Gipsy Kings. Chico’s 
performance reminded the au¬ 
dience of that amazing act. The 
four-member group performed 
popular songs both in Spanish 
and English. 

The group was accompanied 
by flamenco dancers who pro¬ 
vided the audience with a real 
treat. Gipsy Kings are world- 


famous specially in Latin 
America and the Far East. 

The setting of the concert 
contributed to its success. .Am¬ 
man at nighL with its lights and 
tranquility, is wonderful.lt 
made Chico's performance a 
one-man-show. Though he was 
not a soloist, his guitar perfor¬ 
mance made him the star of the 
show. His long hair and Span¬ 
ish gypsy 
features 
were just 
thrilling 
to people 
who start¬ 
ed to 
dance the 
Spanish 
way. Chico 
interacted 
with the au¬ 
dience by 
addressing 
them with 
Spanish 
words and 

screaming at them to get more 
cheering. 

He performed famous songs 
and improvised others. Among 
those were Fiesta Mora . Bain- 
boelo. and Djobi Djoba. The 
audience went into a frenzy. 

Chico sang in Arabic Yalta 
Bina Yalta and its parallel Span¬ 
ish tune. His singing was so per¬ 
fect that one could not tell the 
difference. 

The fact that the group chose 
an Arabic tune proves that our 
musical repertoire is rich. This 
song is a great a success not 
only in the Middle East but in¬ 
ternationally as one million 
copies of the song has been 
sold. Before coming to Amman. 
Chico performed in Beirut and 
Cairo. ■ 


Kodak Express 
enters Jordan’s 
photofinishing market 
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THE KODAK Near East Express launched its program to the 
photofmishing market in Jordan. On the occasion, the Allied 
Trading company, representatives of Kodak Express in Jordan, 
held a press conference last Monday at the Amman Marriott 
Hotel. The conference was attended by the General Manager of 
the Allied Trading Company Mr Akram Shaheen, and represen¬ 
tatives of the Near East Kodak Inc Mr Vahe Zeitouiman and 
Mr Mustafa Zaghloul. 

Jordan is added to the large number of Kodak outlets spread in 
the Middle EasL This was after the signing of the agreement 
between the Allied Trading Company and owners of photo cen¬ 
ters in Jordan to adopt Kodak arid promote its products. Kodak 
Near East has nine outlets in Oman, 71 in Cyprus, 32 in Syria. 14 
in Bahrain. 22 in Kuwait and 82 in UAE. Ml * 
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Rhino recitals 




'Well, I'll be darned. Says here 70 percent of all 
accidents happen in the hole.” 



Exhibitions 

■ An exhibition by Lina 
Hiari, at the Housing 
Bank Complex Gallery, 
continues till 31 August 

■ Summer '96, at Daxat 
al Funun, continues till 10 
October. 

■ An abstract plastic art 
exhibition by Abeer Al 
Bawab. at The Royal Cul¬ 
tural Centre, ends today. 
Thursday. 

Theater 

® ‘"The Estranged 


Nation", by Aziz Khayoun 
at Darat al Fomin, 4 
September 

Films 

■ Alice, at The American 
Center, today at 5:00 pm. 

■ Samia Halaby , at Darat 
al Funun, today at 6:00 
pm. 

Lectures 

■ Handmade Paper, by 
Usama Al khalidi, at Darat 
al Funun, starts 1 
September. 
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MMAN 

You must have tried all the places 
in Amman, 

But nothing is like OTHELO, 

The Right Place for your expectations 

HAYAT AMMAN SUITES HOTEL 

TLA'AALAU 
Tel. 837175 , Fax. 837172 



Amman cmemas 


Philadelphia (tel: 634149): 

Jade 

Plaza (tel: 699238): 

Nasser ‘56 

Concord I (tel: 677420): 

Eraser 

Concord II (tel: 677420): 

Nasser ‘56 


Celebs... 



ihinc recitals 


Programs on JTV 
from 24-30 August 


.r •• ; ' • i'&il 


- ENGLISH PROGRAMS 
SATURDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 
3:05—Moo min 
3:25—Pumpkin Patch 
3:50—Blue Heelers 
430—Big Brother Jake 
ft 5 : 00 —French Programs 
% 7 JO—News Headlines 
f. 7 J3—The Torkelsons 
R £00—The Album Show 
ft —Miami Vice 

L- £30—Prism 
| llhpO—News at Ten 
f 10t25—The Bold and the 
f Beautiful 

li:I0—Feature Film: Big 
p Bus. starring: Joseph Bologne 
£ & John Beet 

i A highly sophisticated bus. 
g equipped with the latest tech- 
$ -Ttological innovations that re- 
jj quires a hell of a driver! 


n 

SUNDAY 

Y;jm 2.*00—Teletext 

3:00—Holy Koran 

sST 3:05—The Mask 

. . .. ..., ; .granfe 3:25—Bush School 
'“"* *" 3t45—Mac & Motley 

± Says here 70 percent ft 4:20—Italian Soccer 


happen in the hole." 


5:00—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Cinema, Cinema, Cin¬ 
ema 

8:00—The American Chart 
Show 

8:45—Fresh Prince of Bd Air 


9:10—Black's Magic 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25— Jamaica Inn: (Best 
Seller) 

11:15—Short Story Cinema 
11:45—Nelson's Colura n 

MONDAY 

2 :00—Teletext 
3:00—Holy Koran 
3:05—Adventures On Rain¬ 
bow Pond 

3:30—Oscar’s Orchestra 
3:45—Playabout 
4:15—World Echo 
4-30—Hey Dad 
5:00— French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
735—The Hypnotic World 
of Paul McKenna 
8:00—Women with Power 
9:10—Lazarus Man 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—The Bold & The 
Beautiful 

11:10—Bodies Of Evidence: 

TUESDAY 

2 :00—Teletext 
3:00—Holy Koran 
3:05—Iris 

3:20—Captain Planet 

3:45—Hot Shots 

4:15—Bob Morrison show 

4:30—Alf 

5:00—News Flash 

5:01—French Programs 

7:30—News Headlines . 





NBA Basketball, on Thursday at 3.35 pm 


7:35—Blossom - 
8:00—Man Alive (Doc> 
8:30—Encounter 
8:45—Varieties 
9:1Q—Star Trek 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Mission Impossible 
11:15—China Beach 
12:00—My Two Wives 

WEDNESDAY 

2 :00—Teletext 
3:00—Holy Koran 
3:05—Iris 

3:20—The Flintstones 
3:45—The Adventurers 
4:10—Kell; 

4:30—Earth Revealed 
5:00—News Flash 
5:01—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
735—Evening Shade 
8:00—Super Star of Action 
8:30 —Chancer 
9:10—Hunter 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—The Bold & The 
Beautiful 
11:15—Bugs 

THURSDAY 

3:00—Holv Koran 


3:05—Double Dragon 
3:35—NBA Basketball 
4:45—Take Your Pick 
5:00—News Flash 
5:01 —French Programs 
730—News Headlines 
7:35—Here's Lucy 
8:00—Taratata 
9: 10—Star Trek 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Feature Film: An¬ 
other Woman child, starring: 
Linda Lav in and Tony La Bian- 
ko 

12:00—Family Matters 

FRIDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 

3:05—Dumb and Dumber 

3:20—Bush School 

3:45—Name your Adventure 

4:15—Crystal Maze 

5:00—News Flash 

6:00 —US Tennis Open (Live 

Until 12 pm) 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANCAIS 
SAM EDI 

5:00—Dessins animes 
5:15—Emission jeunesse 
La vie devant moi 


530—Jeux 

Pyramide 
6 :00—S^rie 

Police des polices 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Faut pas rever 
■ Purism 

DIMANCHE 

5:00—Dessins animus 
5:15—Emission jeunesse 
La vie devant moi 
530—Jeux 

Pyramide 
6:00—Magazine 

La marche du siecle 
-Marche ties feuunes. 
un siiclc d'aventure 
lire partie 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15 —Magazine 

Sports cc musique 

LUNDI 

5:00—Dessins animes 
5:15 —Emission jeunesse 
La vie devant moi 
5:30—Jeux 

Les buns genies 
6:00 —Magazine 

La marche du siecle 
■Marche des femmes, 
un siecle d’aventure 
lime partie 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Cinq sur cinq 

MARDI 

5:00—Dessins animes 
5:15—Emission jeunesse 
La vie devant moi 
530—Jeux 

Qui est qui 
6:00—Varieles 

Michel Sardou 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
UshuaYa 

MERCREDI 

5:00—Documentaire 



• The world famous actor Jack Nicholson will soon be turning 60 years of age. 
Taking a holiday in London, he is seen here with members of the cast at the White¬ 
hall Theater. 


La France aux 1000 
villages 

■■ Chare rile-Maritime- 

5:30—Varieles 

L’invite de marque 
- Francis Cabrel- 
6:00—Documentaire 

Les enfants du voyage 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Sports et musique 

JEU01 

5:00—Divertissement 

-Les grands moments 
du cirque - 

5:30—Divertissement 
Surprise sur prise 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Ushuaia 
8:00—Variates 
Tarat3ta 
*East 17- 

VENDREDI 

5:00—Dessins anim es 
5:30—Film 

rTumultes - avec Bruno 
Cremer et Julie Jezt- 
quel 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Alio la terre 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 


Video releases 

"THE LATE SHIFT ’’ (HBO,): The best-seller 

about the battle that Jay Leno and David Letierman were 
pitched into, upon Johnny Carson's retire mem as the king of 
late-night TV, is recounted in this seriocomic film. Daniel 
Roebuck {“Matlock") plays Leno, and John Michael Hig¬ 
gins is Letierman here; Kathy Bates portrays Leno's former 
agent Helen Kushnick, and Rich Little appears as Carson. 
*** (R: P» 

“CRY. THE BELOVED COUNTRY ” (Miramax); 

This remake of novelist Alan Paton's classic story 
of racial tension in South Africa —originally filmed in 1951 
— stars James Earl Jones as a clergyman whose son lrills the 
offspring of a wealthy man (Richard Harris) in Johannes¬ 
burg. The result threatens a dangerous and permanent split 
between the residents; Charles S. Dutton also appears. *** 
(PG-13: AS, P, V) 

“BIG BULLY ’ ’ (Warner,): Former classmates are 

brought back together in this comedy, as Rick Moranis plays 
a fellow less than thrilled to be reunited with someone who 
gave him considerable grief during their school days. The lat¬ 
ter role belongs to Tom Arnold, who fills it more than ade¬ 
quately; other familiar faces in the cast include Julianne 
Phillips, Carol Kane and Don Knotts. ** (PG: AS, P, V) 

FAMILY VIEWING GUIDE KEY: AS adult situa¬ 
tions; N. nudity; P. profanity; V, violence; GV, particularly 
graphic violence. 

01996. Tnbuc Media Services 


CROSSWORD PUZZLE 


E N 


ACROSS 
1 Parlor pieco 
5 KaBan coin 
9 Heavydubs 

w Got down 

15 Declare lo 
be tree 

16 Egg-shaped 

17 Actor Ryan 
or — 

IB Row of scats 

'IB Disprove 

20 Degenerate 

23 Family 
member 

25 Sorrows 

27 Emergen¬ 
cies 

30 Sieve and 
Woody 

34 Sirepy 
bread 

35 Mudcaf 

38 McAdams 

39 CMOS and 
fever 

40 Openings 

41 Fertter 

42 Rotate 


43 Near or 
Far — 

44 Pitchman's 
talk 

45 Planted 

47 Amors 

40 Marquis de 

50 Diva's 
specialty 

51 Moray 

54 Neer-do-we* 

59 Short 

61 Make 
money 

62 Hardy 
cabbage 

63 African 
language 

54 —out 
(mads do) 

65 Sponsorship 

66 Purloin 

67 Meeting: 
abbr. 

60 Origin 

DOWN 

1 Caroled 

2 Butteme 


.3 Arbitrary 
order 

4 In a 
disorganized 

condition 

5 Shaping 
tods 

6 Climbing 
vines 

7 HoJlow- 
stemmed 
grass 

6 Direction 
sign 

9 Small bite 

10 —Maria 

11 Hacks 

12 Smafl 
case 

T3 Collections 

21 Three-spot 

22 Prods 

26 Somnanv 
butist 

27 Informal 
talks 

28 Scoundrel 

29 Hatoitu&re 
31 Cantor or 

Rsher 


32 Forty — 

33 Closes 
tightly 

35 Anaconda 

36 KaUneand 
Hlrt 

37 Seine 

40 Hopper or 
Gabtor 

44 Earth for 
planting 

46 Sharp 
reprimand 

47 Cette 
marks 

49 Swords 

50 Land 
measures 

51 Recedes 

52 PaitofOED 

53 Queue 

55 Purpose 

56 Shakes¬ 
pearean 
villain 

57 Highly 
spiced slew 

56 Aerie 

60 Timetable 
abbr. 


C K*6. Tntunr Media Soviet* 
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—THIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 

By Linda Black 

Weekly Tip: Get out and do 
something active. Decide what it’s 
going to be while the moon’s in 
Taurus. 

Aries (March 21-April 19). You 
could spend too much on entertain¬ 
ment if you’re not careful. Hide 
enough for groceries before you go to 
the arcade. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). You're 
very decisive but you’re not the only 
one. You won’t gel your way without 
a fight. If you have a neighbor with a 
skill you admire, this is a good time 
to leam il. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). 
Obligations interfere with your pri¬ 
vate time. Don't fret, you’ll have lots 
more fun soon. Get serious so you 
can make some tough purchasing 
decisions. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22). A 
friend can get it for you wholesale so 
make that call. Your luck in love 
improves, but there's still tedious 
paperwork to fill out. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). You could 
advance to the next level, if you pass 
the test This is not going to be easy, 
but it is possible. Your friends come 
to your rescue. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept 22). You’re 
going to be very busy. Your boss or 
parents — some authority figure — 
has about 7 zillion things for you to 
do. 

Libra (SepL 23-Oct. 23). Take 
care of financial issues. If you put 
them off any longer, they’ll just cost 
you more. If you can get out of town, 
doit 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Offer a 
suggestion to friends who can't reach 
an agreement. Your insight is exactly 
what’s lacking. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
There’s tons of work, which could 
interfere with your travel plans. 
Push hard to get it done so you can 
try something different. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). 
You’re in a pretty good position to 
get what you want. If you've done 
your homework, you could get the 
money you need. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). 
There’s trouble gening in your way. 
You’re blocked af every turn but one. 
A more experienced person can help. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). 
You're very decisive. You’ll know 
what needs to be done, although you 
may not be able to do il. 

If You’re Having a Birthday 
This Week: Make career your top 
priority and you can create the job 
you want. 

C 1996, Tribune Merit* . 


PERKY & BEANZ by Russell Myers 


IT5 YOUR CONSCIENCE, 
BEAN7. ITS TIME TO LOSE 

WEJSrHT. exercise and 

CHANGE YOUR LIFESTYLE' 


IT WON’T BE EASY 
BUT I'M HERE TO 
HELP ALL THE WAY! 


I'LL START BY ELIMINATING ALL 
THOSE NASTY OLP FATTY POOPS 
YOU KEEPAROUNPfi >- 


fN ,rg Sgi l T*.4tw»K. - rm 


ELWOOD by Ben Templeton & Tom Forman 


sn mwa how 

bS IT HAV1MOA 
LIVE-1W CHICK 
114 VO UZ PAP? 


6m w up. pop. 

A5HLEYS JUST 
A KOOMMA T6 
AWP I'M V*f*y 
setocus ABOUT 
lceSP\U6 IT 
THXT YV*y 




CATFISH by Fred Wagner & Tom Cone 




Now arrasgt tbc arded kflen to fonn 
the m yri e aamr, as Mgested by 
the above artoaB. 


taswnwm 


, sTnua 

AUVa HJJM — owreajaid ipip psuiKq srapnn [Wip «OH arinSay 

Avaajw cnosNn Anno craou »«sov 
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‘Words of 
Wisdom 


A private opinion carries 
almost no weight, but public 
opinion is unstoppable. 

if you are wise, you will 
make your own opportunities 
rather than wailing for them 
to fall in your lap. 

• • • 

The value of praise dimin¬ 
ishes if you wait until every¬ 
one else has spoken before 
offering iL 

• • • 

An indiscreet friend is an 
enemy. 

mm* 

Happiness does more to 
pave the way to wealth than 
the other way around. 

m m • 

The open-mouth rule: Peo¬ 
ple who brag about their 
accomplishments are usually 
too busy talking to get much 
of anything done. 

o 1996, Tribaoe Mc&> Senico 


Bridge 

Beware of Meaningless Spot Cards 
Bv Tannah Hirsch 


By Tannah Hirsch 

Both vulnerable. West deals. 
NORTH 
♦ KQJ 
tfAJ 10932 
0 K Q 3 
*2 


WEST 

*432 
<?Q65 
0 10 9 
* 10 7 6 5 3 


EAST 
*8765 
W 4 

0J7654 
*984 


SOUTH 
* A 10 9 
<?K87 
O A82 
+ AKQJ 

The bidding: 

South West North East 

2NT Pass TNT Pass 

Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Ten of O 

One of the last articles written by the late Jean Besse was 
a 1994 Bols bridge tip. As usual, die advice was sage: Don’t 
play an idle card thoughtlessly. Consider what effect the 
contribution could have on the hand as a whole. If played at 
the wrong time, an unimportant card may betray the entire 
layout. This hand was one of the examples Besse cited. 

North-South reached seven no trump in quick time by 
using simple arithmetic. Had any face card other than the 
queen of hearts been missing in some other suit, the contract 
was a laydown. As it was, declarer had to find her highness 
to land the grand slam. 

The percentage play by a slight margin, holding nine 
cards in the suit, is to cash the ace and king in an attempt to 
drop the lady. However, it does no harm to cash your side- 
suit winners firsL 

Win the king of diamonds, cash the queen and cross to the 
ace. West must find a discard. At the table. West had to 
choose between which black suit to sluff. Since South might 
have a five-card club suit and the spade holding seemed 
innocuous enough. West let go a low spade. Thai innocent 
discard handed declarer the contract. 

Declarer next cashed seven black-suit winners. Since 
West showed out on the third spade and East on the fourth 
club, the count of the hand was complete. West had started 
with specifically three spades, two diamonds and five clubs, 
hence three hearts. So South cashed the king of beans in 
case the queen was a singleton, then took the marked finesse 
of the jack to bring home 13 tricks. Note that a club discard 
would have left the position unclear. 

O 1996. Tribune Media Sovkb 


SlApStIX - 

Flattery 

is the sincerest form of 
lying. 


O 1996, Tribune Media Soviet* 
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L’lrak fait des reproches a VOnu 

GL 'Irak s’est difendu mardi de cocker des armes et a adressi une sine de reproches au chef de la 
commission spiciale de VOnu chargee du disarmement irakien (UNSCOM), Rolf Ekeus (voir 
photo), prisent cette senudne d Bagdad. 

Ces reproches concement les affirmations selon lesqueUes l’Irak continue de dissimuler des armes 
prohibees par les resolutions de VOnu, et Vinsistance des experts de VOnu a inspecter des sites 
miliUdres et d'autres lieux que VIrak considere comme sensribles pour sa sicuriti et sa 
souvertdnete. 

M. Ekeus avail affrrme en JuiOet que VIrak detenait toujours entre six et seize missiles de longue 
portie pouvant etre dotis de tetes chbniques ou bactiriologiques. 

L’lrak et VUNSCOM avail conclu le 22 join un accord aux termes duquel Bagdads ’est engagi & 
autoriser les inspecteurs de VOnu d decider •sans condition» a tons ses sites. La commission a 
pour sa part promts de *respecter le souci de sicuriti» de VIrak en menant ses inspections. 

Aux termes des resolutions adopties par le Conseil de sicuriti h la sidle de la guerre du Golfe, 
VIrak doit dimanteler son potentiel de destruction nucliaire, chimique et biologique, et se difaire 


1 . p « i n . riraK aou aemameier son poiennei ae aestruenon nucteatre, enmuque et ototogique, ei se aejaire 

SUDDie XXI 01lt 0I1 1X3.X1Q3.1S ClU ^131"' ^ missiles dontla portie est supirieure a 150 km. afin d'obtenir une levee de Vembargo pitrolier. 




SELON 



La Jordanie teiie 

qu'on la connati aujourd'hui 
a derrifere elle cinquante an¬ 
ndes d'existence durant les- 
quelles la transition vers le 
modemisme a rencontri de 
nombreux obstacles. 

Des efforts considerables 
ont 6t6 foumis pour amener 
une sociferi menant une vie 
presque primitive vers un 
Elat rigi par des institu¬ 
tions et adapri de la la 
faqon la plus proche possi¬ 
ble aux societes modemes. 

Les difficultes provenai- 
ent essentiellement de 
I’abscnce de ressources per- 
mettant le dfemarrage du 
processus, de 1'insiabiliri 
politique et sociale due fe la 
crise israfelo-arabe et aux 
diffferents bouleversements 
qui ont secoud les pays voi- 
sins. La structure meme de 
la sociferi posait probifeme, 
entre les Jordaniens adeptes 
de la vie de leurs ancetres 
et I'absence de volonri de 
certains dirigeants piston- 
nds et arrivistes qui priffe- 
raient conserver le statu 
quo Intdlectuel de base de 
la population pour masquer 
leur incompetence. 

Depuis la naissance du 
royaume, beaucoup de 
fausses valeurs ont femergd 
du neant et flottent encore 
sur la surface de notre vie 
quotidienne aidfees par des 
mains invisibles qui dvitent 
leur submersion dans leur 
propre ignorance. 

Parmi les hommes 
sineferes et douds qui ont 
servi la patrie en silence, 
parmi ces Jordaniens qui 
ont rdussi par leur connais- 
sance et leurs capacitds in- 
dividuelles. nos souvenirs 
nous emportent vers notre 
enfance oil un nom nous 
fascinait. 

Dans la Jordanie du mi¬ 
lieu des anndes soixante, 
notre idole. dont on ne con- 
naissail que le nom. dta/t 
Nasri Jmea'n. I'un des pre¬ 
miers Jordaniens k briber 
dans les airs. 

II avail tout d'abord com- 
mened sa camfere a la Jor¬ 
dan Air Force avant de re¬ 
join d re la Royal Airlines 
qui s'appelait en ce temps- 
12i -Alia*. Nous entendions 
qu'il manipulait les avions 
comme des jouets, qu'il 
s'amusait k voler dans des 
petits avions en frilant les 
toils des maisons de Mada- 
ba pour *frimer-- devant les 
belles cousines. 

Le capilaine Nasri a vu 
grandir la Royal et pendant 
de longues anndes, il n'a 
cessd de survoler les 
oedans, de Singapour k 
Chicago, emportant avec 
iui le prestige du pays. 

Nasri a conservd malgrd 
ses 33 anndes de service, 
ses cheveux blancs et 
quelques rides, sa fcucheur 
d'antan. Son amour pour le 
mdtier I'a conduit k ne pas 
rend re les armes voil& 
quelques anndes et k pour- 
suivre ses aerobaties mal¬ 
grd trois pontages coro- 
naires. 

Des Caravel les aux Air¬ 
bus en passant par les Boe¬ 
ing et les Tristars, il a tou¬ 
jours su courtiser avec 
galanterie et doigtd *ses 
belles mai-lresses.~ 

La Capilaine Nasri se 
ddfait aujourd'hui de son 
parachute et va bientdt ret- 
rouver la vie terrestre. Ce- 
lui qui s'est enteri, conlre 
les ingdnieurs de Lock¬ 
heed. k rdaliser un dinset 
Los Angeles-Amman avec 
le mfeme plein d'essence de 
son Tristar, se contentera 
desormais de voyager loin 
de la petite cabine-avant 
qu'il a cbtoyde pendant 
trois longues ddeennies. 

Le proc-hain depart en re- 
traite de ce pionnier jorda- 
nien signifie que notre pays 
a grandi ei qu'une gdndra- 
tion se voit dfeja laisser la 
place & une jeunesse ayant 
le devoir de poursuivre le 
chemin de la renaissance.! 

Souhail A1 Sweis 


Jerusalem 


Le dialogue peut reprendre 

Trois bureaux de TAutorite nationale palestinienne ont etefermes 
dans le secteur oriental annexe de Jerusalem, conformement aux 
voeux du Premier ministre israelien Benjamin Netanyahou qui 
devrait desormais accepter de reprendre les negociations. 


Emeutes 

Amman accuse I’etranger 

Apres les emeutes qui ont touche le sud du pays, le 
gouvemement jordanien continue d’accuser des 
elements etrangers d’etre responsables de ces 
troubles. Une attitude denoncee par Vopposition. 




Trois institutions 

palestiniennes ont dte fermdes k 
Jdrusalem-Est cette semaine. U 
s’agit d'une part du ddpartement 
de la jeunesse et des sports, du 
bureau charge de surveiller 
l'expansion des colonies juives 
qui dependent de 1'Association 
des etudes arabes dirigfee par 
Fayga1 Husseini. res pons able 
du dossier de Jerusalem au sein 
de I'OLP et de l'autoritfi nation- 
ale palesdnienne. et d'autre part 
d'un bureau de statistiques. Pen 
avant le Premier ministre israfe- 
lien avail rappelfe que *les ne¬ 
gociations avec les Palestiniens 
avanceraient rris bientol» et 
que le retrait de I'amrie israfi- 
lienne de Hfebron dfependait de 
la fermeture de bureaux 
*ilrigaux» palestiniens k Jeru¬ 
salem. 

Plusieurs sources joumalis- 
tiques patient d'un compromis 
entre la direction palestinienne 
et ie gouvemement israelien 
pour reprendre les negociations 
et accomplir enfln le redfeploie- 
ment de la ville d'Hfebron. Sel¬ 
on la version officielle ripferie 
par trois ministres de I'ANP, 
I'Autorite ne possfede pas de bu¬ 
reaux k jemsalem-Est et n'a pas 
donnd 1‘ordre de fermer ces in¬ 
stitutions. Celles-ci existaient 
en effet avant I'arrivee de I'OLP 
en mai 1994 et elles possfedent 
meme une autorisation du min- 


ist&re israelien de 
I'lnterieur pour 
leurs activites. 

Mais indfipen- 
damment de 
I'exactitude de la 
version officielle 
de I'Autorite pa¬ 
lestinienne qui 
tient k ne pas cid¬ 
er aux pressions 
du gouvemement 
de Benjamin Ne¬ 
tanyahou. les Pa¬ 
lestiniens ont Ie 
moins bon rile 
dans les negotia¬ 
tions qui concer- 
nent actuellement 
Jerusalem et la re¬ 
prise de la coloni¬ 
sation. 

Dans Jerusa¬ 
lem, un veritable 
processus de co¬ 
lonisation est me- 
nfee par les Israfeli- 
ens depuis la 
signature des ac¬ 
cords d'Oslo afin 
de crier un nouveau statu quo 
en faveur des Israeliens lors des 
negotiations finales sur le statut 
dfefinitif de Jerusalem. 

Khalil Tafikji, un geographe, 
tire aujourd'hui la sonnette 
d'alarme: il reste & Jerusalem 
4% de terres non confisquees. 
Or les autorites israeliennes de 
la partie Est'de Jerusalem, oc- 



Le dialogue ne parvient toujours pas a s"engager entre Palestiniens et 
Israeliens sur des sujets aussi epineux que celui de Jerusalem. 


Un tete-a-tete inevitable 

Selon la television israeiienne, Benjamin Netanyahou pourrait ren- 
contrer pour la premiere fois Yasser Arafat d'ici une dizaine de jours, 
avant le depart le 10 septembre du president de I’Autorite palesti¬ 
nienne pour les Elats-Unis. 

Imerroge sur cette eventuelle rencontre, le Premier ministre israeli¬ 
en a declari que «cctie rencontre aura lieu en temps opportun. a con¬ 
dition qu’eUe soil constructive.* Aucune date ne semble toutefois 
avoir eri retenue. 

Du c6t6 palestinien, un collaborateur de M.Arafat a lui aussi rappe- 
ie qu'aucune date n'avait eri fixee pour cette rencontre. 

Le principe d'une rencontre Arafat-Netanyahou dans un proche 
avenir semble en tout cas acquis. Suite k la demande de Yasser Arafat 
qui souhaite rencontrer le president israelien M.Weizman. ce dernier a 
en effet somme M.Netanyahou de rencontrer le chef de I'Autorite na¬ 
tionale palestinienne.! 


cup& en juin 1967 avec Gaza 
et la Cisjordanie. empechent les 
habitants dc construire en utili- 
sant difffirents moyens tels que 
le retrait des cartes d'identiri. 

Un projet du ministere de 
I’lnririeur appele vie grand Je- 
rusalem>* consiste k annexer les 
colonies de Cisjordanie k la 
vieille ville de fagon k 
encercler la partie arabe 
et crier une nouvelle sit¬ 
uation ddmographique. 
Un anden ministre isnri- 
lien. Yossi Biline, parle 
d'un coup mortel au pro¬ 
cessus de paix si ce pro¬ 
jet de *.grand Jerusalem* 
se rialise. 

Line autre question ex¬ 
plosive a trail avec Jeru¬ 
salem: celle de la Maison 
d'Orient. representation 
officieuse de I'OLP il Je¬ 
rusalem. Une institution 
qu'Israel a largement 
soutenue H une dpoque. 
Cest en effet Ie giou- 
vemement Shamir qui 
avait encourage en 1991 


le developpement de la Maison 
d'Orient oil des personnaliris 
politiques palestiniennes se riu- 
nissaienL Les dirigeants israeli¬ 
ens esperaient alors que ceux-ci 
remplacent la direction de 
I'OLP, interdite k repoque. Or 
Ie gouvemement israelien sou¬ 
haite aujourd'hui la fermeture 
de la Maison d'Orient. 

La dispute a propos de Jeru¬ 
salem. qui touche k des sujets 
aussi sensible^ que celui des 
rifugies ou de la colonisation, a 
demarri tris t6L 

Une fois de plus, le gou¬ 
vemement israelien essaie 
d'imposer de nouveiles rialiris 
en violani des engagements 
d6j k signes. Dans une lettre du 
gouvemement israelien ecrite 
au moment de la declaration de 
printipes de 1993. Israel 
s'engageait en effet k ne pas 
toucher aux institutions palesti¬ 
niennes de Jdrusalem-EsLl 

De Gaza, 
Hassan Balawi 


Pres de deux se- 

raaines aprfes les emeutes qui 
ont toutiri la Jordanie, la situa¬ 
tion parait des plus calmes dans 
1'ensemble du pays. Pouriant, 
beaucoup de personnes redou- 
tent les consequences de cette 
crise. no Comment au sein de 
I'opposition ou du gouveme- 
menL 

L'un des motifs d'anxtfte 
conceme l'avenir des relations 
jordano-irakiennes qui se sont 
retrouvies au coeur d'une vive 
polemique. 

La Jordanie a en effet k plu¬ 
sieurs reprises accuse ie rigime 
irakien d'avoir donne «des or- 
dres directs-* aux meneurs des 
emeutes qui ont secoiri le sud 
du pays. Les autorites jorda- 
niennes ont d'ailleurs pris des 
mesures contre trois diplomates 
de l'ambassade dlrak k Am¬ 
man. mais riont pas fait 
d'annonce officielle k ce sujeL 
Un employe irakien a die ex- 
pulsd. un diplomate n'a pas 
re^u d‘accreditation et Pattachd 
de presse de l'amabassade 
d'lrak devra dcourter son se- 
jour dans Ie royaume. 

Les deputes de I’opposition 
ddnoncent cette accusation, es~ 
timam qu'elle ne repose pas sur 
des fairs. Pour eux, les emeutes 
qui om eri ddclenchees k Kdrak 
et qui ont ensuite atteint Ma'an 
et Tafileh. dtaient spontandes. 
Selon eux, si des membres de 
diffdrents partis politiques ont 
bien pris part a ces manifesta¬ 
tions, cela ne signifle pas pour 
autant qu’ils aient regu des.or- . 
dies ou un soutien logistique de 
1'dtranger pour ddclencher ces 
dmeutes. 

IIs interpritent ces dmeutes 
comme dtam une expression 
spontande de coidre apris 
i'annonce du uiplement du prix 
du pain. Dans un memorandum 
adressd au roi Hussein, 23 dep¬ 
utes de la chambre basse du 
Parlement regrettent que le 
gouvemement fasse endosser la 
•tresponsabilite de ces actes k 
des groupes etrangers au lieu 
de trailer les reactions du peu- 
ple avec sagesse.» 

Les deputes ont demondd au 


roi d'amdliorer la situation en 
iniroduisant des riformes plus 
democratiques puisque le 
ncomportemnent du gouveme¬ 
ment avec les depuris n'dtail 
pas k la hauteur.^. Pour eux. 
"■le gouvemement n'a pas re¬ 
spects la volontd de la majoriri 
du Parlement qui dtait opposde 
k cette decision*. 

Des personnaliris politiques 
centristes, dont les anciens Pre¬ 
miers ministres Taher Masri et 
Ahmad Obeidat, ont aussi pub- 
lid un communique insistant 
sur le fait que cette crise intd- 
rieure au pays n'dtait due qu n a 
sa situation interne et non k des 
dldments exririeurs. 

La question qui reste en sus- 
pens est celle de l'avenir du 
gouvemement de M.Kabariti. 
Si le roi semble continuer k lui 


tdmoigner sa confiance pour 
continuer k appliquer son pro¬ 
gramme de rdformes dcono- 
miques. il n'en demeure pas 
moins que sa durie de vie pour¬ 
rait etre ddsormais assez cooite. 
Beaucoup de deputes percent 
en effet qu'un remaniemenr 
s'impose pour rectifier la situa¬ 
tion. Un changement de gou¬ 
vemement qui pourrait alors in- 
ter\ r enir k I'automne avec la 
reprise de la session parlemen- 
taire. 

Certains ddputds ont ea effet 
dejk indiqud que le vote d’une 
motion de censure contre le 
gouvemement de M.Kabariti 
serait inscrit en prioriri 1 
l’ordre du jourdu Parlement! 

Saeda Kilani 



Pour I’opposition, dont les deputes du Front de Paction is- 
Jamiquej-les emeutes etaient spontandes. 


• * J'ir. 

m - ’ • . • . . • r-- - 

Le Centre culture! fran^ais reprend ses activity 
apr&s une coupure estivale annuelle. Pour tout ren- 
seignement sur les enseignements proposes ou les 
manifestations organisees, tel: 636 445 ou 637 009. 

Cinema 

"Louis XIV, enfant roi», de R-Planchon. 

Le 2 septembre & 20h00 au CCF. 


Theatre 


Hisham et Nabil, les pionniers jordaniens de la satire 

Depuis cinq ans, les pieces des deux humoristes Hisham et Nabil connaissent un important succes en Jordanie. Ces 
comediens ont ete les premiers a se lancer dans la satire politique, et les premiers a presenter leur spectacle de l’autre 
cote du Jourdain. Pour eux, il est possible de tire de tout dans le royaume en montrant un certain respect. 


«Cest Pavis du pu¬ 
blic qui compre, pas celui des 
critiques ou des professionnels 
du theatre *. En une phrase. 
Hisham Yanis explique le 
succds des pieces de thddtre 
qu'il prisente avec son alter ego 
Nabii Sawalha depuis cinq ans. 
Assis dans le jardin du theatre 
d'Amman portant ddsormais 
leurs noms oil ils retrouvent 
chaque soir comddiens techni- 
ciens et amis une heure avant le 
ddbut de la reprisentation, His¬ 
ham et Nabii expliquent leur 
conception du thdaire. 

oNous avons un differ end 
avec les artistes jordaniens* 
poursuit Hisham. «Nous leur 
disons: descendez de voire tour 
d'ivoire. simplifiez vos idles et 
allez droit au but. Evitez 
d'ennuyer le public et de faire 
de la philosophic . Notre 
problime en Jordanie. e'est que 
les personnes cultivies se 
croieni supirieures a la masse. 
Les auteurs presentent des 
oeuvres qui ne refleient pas le 
god! du public, ni la rialili en- 
vironname. Du coup, les 
the&lres se vident et e'est le ni¬ 
veau d'ensemble de la produc¬ 
tion thedtrale qui souffre. Il n'y 
a pas d'ileves qui ne compren- 
nem pas. Il n'y a que des profs 
qui ne savent pas faire com- 
prendre. Car le public est intel¬ 
ligent, et il distingue le bon du 
mauvais. C'est le plus impilova¬ 
ble des juges. Le jour ou les 
gens cesseroni de venir nous 
voir, Nabii et moL nous baisse- 
rons le rideau une bonne fois 
pour touxes. • 

VoiUt plus de trenie ans que 
Hisham et Nabii travaillent, en¬ 
semble ou de leur edri. k la (di¬ 
vision, k la radio ou au thdiltre. 
Nabii dtait l'un des membres 
fondateurs du groups national 
de thd&txe jordanien en-1964 


pour lequel il a travailld 
comme acteur, auteur puis 
metteur en sc&ne jusqu'en 
1973. (1 a dgalemeni fondd 
le Centre culture! Haya des¬ 
tine a la diffusion des ans et 
des sciences parmi les en- 
fants jordaniens. 

Hisham, de son c6te, a 
joud dans un grand nombre 
de feuilletons jordaniens ri- 
Idvisds ou radiodiffusds et a 
dgalement ded scenarists 
pour la rildvision du Qatar 
et CTW (Children Televi¬ 
sion Workshop). 

En 1990, Hisham et Na¬ 
bii ddcident d'dcrire et de 
mettre en sc&ne un feui lie- 
ton comique comportanr 
treize Episodes pour la t£ri- 
vision jordanie nne. Leur 
duo ricoltant un franc 
succ&s, ils choisissent de re- 
venir k leurs premieres 
amours, Ie thd6tre. *Nous 
rivions d'imiter les person- 
n allies du monde arabe 
avec la mime irrtvirence 
que les Anglais montrent 
quand ils se moquent de la 
Reine ou du gouvemement» 
explique Hisham. *Nous 
avons presente t'idie du 
nouvel ordre mondial (ndlr: 
litre de leur premiire piice 
inspirie de la guerre du 
Golfe) d des professionnels 
du ihidire, lesquels ont eu 
peur de cette id£e. Ils nous 
ont dit que c'itait dange- 
reux et que ce n'etail pas un 
vrai texte dreunatique. Nous 
avons persist^ et presente 
notre piice pendant le mois 
du Ramadan en 1991 d 
I'hdiel Regency. Nous pen¬ 
sions tenir deux semaines. mais 
la piece est reside a I'affiche 
pendant unemet huis mois. Par 
rapport a la population 
d'Amman, e'est autant que pour 
la piece qu'Abdel Iman a prd- 



En dicembre 1995, Hisham et Nabii ont feat une tournde dans les territoires occupfs et ont donne 
une reprisentation en anglais a Tel-Aviv. 


sen tee pendant sept ans au 
Caire». 

Nabii et Hisham ont ensuite 
enchaine succ&s sur succfes avec 
des pi feces toujours inspiries de 
la situation politique du monde 
arabe. Bienvenue au parlement 


et au budget jordanien en 
1992, Bienvenue ou sommet 
arabe en 1993. 

Pendant une reprisentation 
de cette demifere pifece, raconte 
Hisham. un spectaieur s'est 
levd et a arid: «Qu'est-ce-que 


vous racontez? Arafat a sign# 
un accord de paix avec Israel 
d Oslo*. 

•• Alors on a ecrit une nou¬ 
velle piice. Salam oh salam, 
sur la paix israelo-arabe. Puis 
est arrivi le temps de la nor¬ 


malisation. Ensuite on a 
ecrit Bienvenue 5 la nor¬ 
malisation*. 

Aucuntabou 
pour la satire 

A en croire Hisham et 
Nabii, les sujets ne ris- 
quent pas de se ripdler. 
"Les sujets changem tous 
les jours, mime si les per- 
sonnages restent les 
mimes*. Leur demifere 
pifece traite des problfemes 
des droits de 1'Homme, 
sujet essentiel. - Chaque 
Arabe est c once mi. On 
ne peut pas passer une 
frontiere sans se faire 
«emmerder». La femme 
arabe est opprimee. ca¬ 
che c sous son voile. 
Quand nous comparons 
les femmes voilies aux 
tortues ninja, les femmes 
presentes dans le public 
rient parce qu'eUes savent 
qu'au fond, nous p re no ns 
leur difense. Nous avons 
ripondu aux be.so ins des 
gens, nous exprimons 
leurs problimes. Nos 
pieces se rattacheru a 
leurs conversations quoti- 
diennes. elans le taxi ou 
dans la cuisine. Notre 
public vient de touies les 
classes sociales et chacun 
se reconnail dans le spec¬ 
tacle que nous leur pr£- 
sentons. Nous axons con- 
nu le mime succis A 
Vetranger, que ce soit au 
Canada, awe Etats-Unls. 
en Grice ou en Isra&L* 

Au ddbut, Hisham et Na¬ 
bii redoutaient les pro¬ 
blfemes de censure. 

Le ministfere de la Culture 
leur a demandd d'annuler cer- 
taines sefenes de leur premifere 
pifece. Mais petit Si petit, ils ont 
su gagner la confiance de tous. 


•La premiire fois que le 
chef des Renseignements gitie- 
raux esl venu assister a notre 
piice* raconte Hisham. *je 
suis alle le voir d la jin de la 
piece et ltd at demande s‘il vou- 
lait m 'embarquer. Il s’est mis a 
tire. Les autorites peuvent se 
moquer d'elles-memes». 

Pour les deux comddiens, au¬ 
cun thfeme n’est tabou. "On 
peut rire du roi tout en le re- 
spectant* explique Nabii. 
faut savoir doser sa liberte 
d'expression. Les gens avaieni 
peur de se servir de la leur et 
nous leur ai’ons montrt 
I'exemple. Aujourd'hui, d'aut¬ 
res comediens suivent la mime 
voie.» Malgri le succfes, la situ¬ 
ation du duo reste pricaire. Ils 
comp tent uniquement sur leur 
public pour survivre, ne rece- 
vant aucune aide par ailleuia. 
•Nous sommes devenus un 
symbole de la democratic dans 
le pays» ajoute Nabii. 

•Quand les hommes poli- 
tiques Strangers visitenl la Jor¬ 
danie, ils viennent assister a 
notre piice. Mais personne ne 
nous a jamais proposi ni aide 
nifuumcement. * 

Bien sflr. le problfeme de 
I'augmentation du pain inspire 
aujourd'hui le duo. H leur 
donne de nouveiles icries en 
soulignant les conflits existaitf 

dans la socidri jordanie nne. 

« C’est certain, nous en parle- 
rons. Mais sans appeler let 
gens d la revoke. Cor “ 
thidtre a avant tout pour but 
de les souIager.»M 

MoBaQaddoand 

•Arab Human Rights* d 20 h 30 
tous les soirs au Thidtre Nabd 
et Hisham (sattf samedi es & 
mancheX Tel: 625.155/640.155 
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THE STAR 11 


Activities 


+ . x 


Government Depts. 


Royal Cultural Centre.661026/7 

American Centre Library.820101 

British Council.636147/8 

french Cultural Centre.637009 

Goethe Institute.............. W1993 

Cervantes Institute (Spanish).610858 

Turkish Cultural Centre_639777 

Haya Arts Centre.665195 

Y.W.C.A-641793 

Y.W.M.A.. 664251 

Doth ol Funun. .643252 

Alia Art Gallery .. 639303 

Baladna Art Gallery......657132 

Kabil Al Moshini Ttavi-.Te.675571 

Nabil & Hisham's Theatre.625155 


Concord Cinema. 677420 

Plaza Cinema.0992.38 

Riiladelphia Cinema.6.34144 

Sports Clubs 

Al Hussein Sports City __ 667181/5 

Orthodox Club.81049] 

Ruyai Automobile Club.815410 

Roval Shooting Club.736572 

■ Royal Chess Club.673713 

Royal Racing Club.09-801233 

Jordan Bridge Glib.676990 

Amman Mun. Library.636111 

Univ. or Jordan Library.843555 

R.S.C.N.837931/837937 



To book your Advertisement Graphic and Designs on the electronic Sign Boards on the 
of SAP6WAY Bldg.. GSHNANA Center - Jabal Alhucsien D- DOWNTOWN call G8Q3G7 


The Prime Ministry.641211 

Amman Greater Municipality.636111 

Agriculture.686151 

Awqaf & Islamic Affairs.666141 

Culture / Jabal Amman.636391 

Education & Higher Education.669181 

Energy &. Mineral Resources.815615 

Finance.636321 

Foreign Affairs.644361 

Industry <X Trade.663191 

Information.641467 

Interior Ministry...663111 

Justice.663101 


Labour.698186 

Municipalities & Environment.641393 

Parliamentary Affairs.641211 

Planning.644466 

Post & Communications.624301 

Public Health .66SI31 

Public Works & Housing .668481 

Social Development.673191 

Supplies.602121 

Tourism & Antiquities.- 642311 

Transport.641461 

Water & Irrigation.680100 

Youth / University.604701 


Diplomatic Corps 



Algerian.641271/2 

Australian. 673246/7 

Austrian.644635 

Bahraini. 664148/9 

Brazilian . 642183 

Belgian.675683 

Bulgarian . 818151 

Canadian . 666124 

Chilean . 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons .... 677559 

Czech -671813/666135 

Danish Consulate Gen.603?03 

Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 

French . 641273/4 

German. 689351 

Greek.. 671331/2 

Hungarian.815614 

Icelandic Consulate. 698851 

Indian .. 637262 

Indonesian' —. 828911 

Iraqi. 639331 

Italian. 638185 

Japanese. 672486/7 

Kuwaiti . 675135/8 

Libyan. 693101/3 

Lebanese . 641381 

Moroccan . 641451 

Netherlands. 619699 / 619693 

New Zealand Consulate 636720 

North Korean .666349 

Norwegian Embassy. 644932/4 

Omani. 686155 

Pakistani. 622787 

Palestine.-.677517 

People's Rep. of China.666139 

Philippines.-. 645161 

Polish. 637153 

Qatari.682666 

Romanian. 667738 

Russian. 641158 

Saudi Arabian .814154/6 

Slovenia Honorary Cons.861542 

Sri Lanki, Consulate.645312 

South Korean. 660745/6 

South Africa...811194 

Spanish ...614166/9 

Sudanese—. 644251/2 

Swedish. 669177/9 

Swiss.. 686416/7 

Syrian. 641076 

aiwan. 6*71530 

Tunisian. 674307/8 

Turkish.:. 641251 

U.A.E. 643347/643341 

United Kingdom.823100 

United States. 820101 

Yemen. 642381 

EEC Delegation. 668191 

ESCWA.694351/8 

ICRC.6S8645 

UNDP/WFP . 668171/7 

UNRWA. 607398 

UNICEF. 629571 

UNESCO. 606559 


Airlines 


Adria Airways.667029 

Aeroflot.641510 

Aeromexico. 694802 

Air Canada.630879 

Air France.666055/667824 

Air India .688301/2 

Air Lanka .682140 

Alitalia.625203 

Alyemda fAir yemen).653691 

American Airlines.669068 

Arab Wings.894484 

Austrian Airlines.. 693845/694604 

Balkan Airlines.665909 

British Midland.694802 

British Airways .828801 

Cathay Pacific.628596 

China Airlines. 636232 

Cyprus Airways.667028 

Delia Air Lines.643661 

Egypt Air.630011 

Emirates Airlines.643341 

Gulf Air.653613 

Hungarian Airlines . 622275 

Iberia.637827/644036 

Iran Air. 622826 

Japan AirLines.630879 

KLM. 622175 

Korean Airlines ... 676624/662236 

Libyan Arab Airlines.643831/2 

Lufthansa.601744 

Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 

MEA.636104 

Olympic ... 630125/638433 

Philljppine Airlines.640200 

PIA . 625981 

Polish Airlines .625981 

Qamas.862288 

Royal Jordanian.678321 

Saudis..639333 

Scandinavian Airlines.604499 

Singapore Airlines.676177 

Sudan Airlines.694501 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.) 659791/641906 

Syrian Air.. 622147 

United Airlines.641959 

US Air.694801/2 

TAROM- Romanian.637380 

Thai Airways.637195 

Trans World Airline.623430 

Turkish Airlines .659102 

Yemenia Airways.628175 

Queen Alia Airport..... (08) 53200 
RJ Flight Info......(08) 53200 


Hotels 


Important Numbers 


Emergencies 

Police.192/621111 

Civil Defence H.Q. 193/198/199 

Fire Brigade.622090/93 

Ambulance.199 

Blood Bank.775121 

Traffic Police.O25943/639703 

Traffic Accidents. 897467/8 

Highway Police.787111 

Hospitals 

Akleh Malernitv.642441/2 

Al-Ahli. Abduli'.664164/6 

Al-Bashir. AshraIieh....775111/26 

Al-Muasher Hospital. 607227/9 

AmuJ Hospital. 674155 

Army. Marie j .89Ini 1/15 1 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 ! 

Italian-AI-Muliajreen 777101/3 1 

Jabal Ammjn Maternity... 642362 

Khaledi Maternity.644281/6 ' 

Malhas. J. Amman....636141 ’ 

Palestine. Shmcisani.664171/4 

Queen Alia Hospital.... 602240/50 

Shmeisani Hospital.607431 

The Islamic. Ahdali.... 666127/37 
University Hospital. 845845 

General 

Amman Municipality.843402 

Electricity Complaints.121 

Prices complaints.666181 

Hotel complaints. 08/53200 

Sewerage Complaints.896390 

Water Complaints.656390/91 

Jordan Television.773111/19 

Radio Jordan.774111/19 

Post Office Info.750981/2/3 

TeJephunc Information.121 
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THE BEST MUSIC STORE 
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FREDDY FOR MUSIC 
A NAME THAT YOU TRUST 
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CARDENS ST 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room 


5tut 


“ Pizza Hui offers our 
beloved children a Free 
Exciting Gift with 
every kid's meal” 

“ Choose one of the many 
Exciting Gifts available 





True Vacations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
imagination 

Te):314131/2. 


Many Villas & Apartements 
Furnished and Unfurnished for 
Rent & Sale 

for more information please 
call 


Tel. 810605- 810609- 
865605. Fax.810520 
Abdoun. Almouhtaseh Center. 


TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE.... 

JUST VISIT 



Tel:666705 



Al-Cazar . 314131 

Aqaba.314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel.316636 

Auuamarina 1.316250 

Coral Beach.313521 

Holiday Ini'l.312426 

Miramar.314340 


Special offer 

From 1 until 30 April 
Large Pizza for Medium Charge 
2 Medium Pizza for Large Charge 

Free Home Delivery 


Ivlar'j v. hf. T*l. 862135 
zTt&aJg! Jaber Center 




Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Daroil Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 


Beautv Institute 


O Facial\ 

O Hod) skin treatment 
O '.laic-up 

O F.urcpcun mar::cu’t ■ «\ 
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Make Car 
Rental Simple 
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To Advertise in this 
space, call us at 
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ADA 




Cafe Restaurant 


Different 






.lalu-l until a.', ful: 


THE BIGGEST 
THE MOST 
VCt/ DELICIOUS 

fWyn, AND CERTAINLY 
\\l/T, THE BEST 
fh HVMBERGER IN 
ML lU TOWN 

\ /YYVBurger. Roost. 
\f I Chicken 

( \/yAlrqjdiruil AlmunaM^h SL 




NOW OPEN FOR 
LUNCH & DINNER 



The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available. 

Open daily I2:00-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

Tel 638958 


AQABA GULF HOTS 




Your first choice in Aqaba 


For reservations call (03) 316636 
Fax (03) 3]8246 





dlll£ “ Si^J 

Walid Jarrar Co. 

.'•'terr-. 




The Best PIZZA 
in Jordan 

r DtNK- IN.TlKf. AlVAY & DtU\EK> 
Meci-a si. Jab'r Trade Center 

■j*-:. 32193S 


Acv^rris^ 1 
IrCilCS- C£:i 


352-3'o : j 



UIS CEHTBE fOR BIIICS SEE71CES 

; •Professional Drycleaning - ! 

\f%kj -ShM Repair 

v ^ *Darning ^ _■ 

♦Engraving 

•Upholstery & Carpel Cleaning 
Al - Jaber & Housing Bank Shopping Centers 
Tel: 679947 


THE TOP THREE HIGH CLASS FASHION HOUSES IN GERMANY 

Available at p r * v ? 
KAREMAN JANARD Boutique BfcjKit j 
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CARRIAGE CARRIAGE ^ 

carriage CARRIAGE RentaCar 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


Al - Jaber Shopping Center , Mecca St. Phone : 82J656 & 814714 

y . . ° ^ _ 

w-L-a UZL a, ■-** i- V sz~ ' - - - •*— — --- *- 


Fax: 682525 

CARRIAGE CARRIAGE __ 






we offer:- ^ ^ 

«i» Computerized Engine Check *fr Electro Mechanical car check ^ \ 

4* Automatic & Manual car wash services v wheel balance maintanance ■* : ;> 

❖ Oil Change \ 

WasfiAI-Tal St Tel: 685454 Fax: 682525 
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^ Not all “ cafe ’s “ are 
.-p created equal 
« A Touch Of Class In 
True Arabian Style 


/*?£*• 
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The Place For Finest 
Arabic Setting 
Close Enough To Get 
Away From It All 
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Al- Shmeisani, NearAiaAli, Middle East Bank Bldg. Tel.: 698005 
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The first Arabic/English email package, comes with hot features: 

Arabic GroupWise 4.1 from Novell 
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Encryption and security of email on the Internet: 

Let there be no 
hackers in the world! 


By Jawad Abbassi 

Special to The Star 

IT SEEMS that the more tech¬ 
nological advances we start uti¬ 
lizing. the less the guarantees 
we have of our privacy. 

For instance, telephones are 
more susceptible to tap¬ 
ping than the somewhat ,—- 
less advanced, but tradi- > J 
tionally cnjovable. ■ jl 

method of whispering 
messages to other people. J|| 
Also the more advanced 'W 
car phones were also less 
secure ihan the conven¬ 
tional fixed ones. This a 
makes a member of a igpi 
primitive tribe in an iso- ',1B 
iated place in the world. 
probably more secure [ 
about his privacy than us t w 
city dwellers, who fill all ! IS 
sort of forms every day I 
and who have ever 1—5 
increasing information 
about them stored in different 
information systems of banks, 
retailers and security services. 

On the same note, the Inter¬ 
net's utility in communication 
raises questions about the 
security guarantees associated 
with sending email over it. 
This issue needs to be 
addressed if the Internet is to 
become the de facto medium 
for communication in the com¬ 
ing century. To truly under¬ 
stand the complexities’ of email 
security issues on the Internet, 
it wouid be useful to trace the 
path of a typical email 
message. 

An "email message literally 
hops from one "server to 
another on the Internet until it 
reaches its destination; it is 
guided through its journey by 


Domain Name Servers (DNS). 
The average email messaae 


a certain message. 

Yet valid concerns on the 


travels through ten different guarantees of security remain, 
servers on the Internet before it and they mainly pertain to the 
reaches its final destination, two important issues of authen- 
This path is never the same: tication of senders and rccip- 
two email messages sent from ients. and the security of the 
the same server to the same message itself. Authentication 

is quite important 

___ T ___ so that people 

a jtjSBifr. ■ • "• I know that a mes- 

^ySlss | sage coming from 

> | a certain email 

j address did actually 

?g>. ily of ihe message 

‘ itself is of the same 

ttL'i't }:'.-.. -rioni for security 

and authentication 

email address can travel across so far have taken a dual 
complete different paths and approach that encompasses 

across a variable number of both technological and legal 
servers depending on diverse perspectives. The technological 
factors such as the sLatus of the remedies include many soft- 
servers on the Internet at any ware and hardware solutions 
given time. So while security that allow for encryption of 
can be guaranteed on both ends email messages and Internet 
of the email ■■transaction", the transmissions. As for the legal 
privacy of this email could the- approach, it includes declaring 
oreiieally be compromised by it-a criminal offense to practice 
computer literate hackers who unauthorized reading, use or 
may intercept and read the con- reproduction of private mes- 
tents of these messages, when sages that are carried over 
travelling across the Tntermedi- communication networks, 
ary servers. Of course, the ran- including the Imernet. For 
domness of the path taken by instance, the punishment in 
an email message, and the ubiq- Jordanian law for such an 
uity of email messages over the offense amounts to a maximum 
Internet, make intercepting jail sentence of one year. It is 
email messages also random— worthy of note, however, that 
as a hacker will be at loss in while law enforcement bodies 
figuring out where to intercept arc concerned with securing 


GROUP W ISE IS ihe first Ara¬ 
bic/English e-mail with sched¬ 
uling. calendaring and task 
management. Did you know 
that the following GroupWi.se 
4.1 features are also Fully func¬ 
tional in the Arabic GroupWise 
4.1 client? 

The Arabic/English Group- 
Wise client includes a language 
menu from which users can 
select English or Arabic lan¬ 
guage interfaces. Therefore, 
users of Arabic 
GroupWise can 
both send and ^ 
receive English ,*v 

and Arabic "lan- ^ 'T 

guage mes sages *_ 

from their desktop. 

Arabic GroupWise 
fully integrates with the Eng¬ 
lish GroupWise system and 
shares the same GroupWise 
Messaging Server. English 
GroupWise clients can receive 
English GroupWise mcssJges 
only. 

A Univcrsal-In-Box can 
receive and store various data 
types, such as email. Internet 
messages, tasks, appointments 


and electronic forms. 

Also, there’s a special Out- 
Box which allows users to 
check whether outgoing mes¬ 
sages have been delivered, 
opened or delegated. 

To sei organized. Group- 
Wise offers a personal calendar 
to enable users to keep 
track of per- 
. sonal and 
fc’fyt: _ scheduled 

.Si appointments. 



meetings 

and events. Assigning tasks is 
also made possible through 
task management features. 

A status-tracking feature 
allows users to determine if 
and when any message is 
delivered, opened and deleted: 
who has accepted, rejected or 
delegated scheduled requests. 

Throush Access Lists, a 


user can grant read or read/ 
write access to his or her per¬ 
sonal calendar, email messages, 
task and notes. 

As for Internet functionality, 
users are now able to exchange 
electronic mail in Arabic via 
Internet, owing to the arrival of 
GroupWise’s new MIME 
SMTP Gateway. 

For Netware users, the NDS 
integration feature will simplify 
network and systems adminis¬ 
tration between GroupWise 
and Netware. 

/ Finally. Group- 

f Wise takes on a 

r I ‘mobile’ character- 

istic by providing a 
variety of efficient 
mobile messaging products that 
enable users to keep in touch 
with information while on the 
road. 

For more information on 
GroupWise Arabic, contact any 
Novell Authorized re-seller in 
Jordan including Special Sys¬ 
tems Co. at telephone 6S2151 
or Mirage Information Systems 
Group at telephone S63808. ■ 


Netscape creates new software company 


NETSCAPE COMMUNICA¬ 
TIONS Corp. plans to extend 
its Internet software empire 
into games, phones, and pagers 
through a new company called 
Navio Communications Inc. 

The Internet explosion con¬ 
tinues as cellular phones, plug¬ 
in phones, arcade games, hand¬ 
held game devices and pagers 
ail begin to deliver some form 
of Internet access and content 

Already a number of major 

the privacy of messages over 
communication networks, they 
still reserve the right to be able 
to monitor these messages 
under certain conditions to 
combat crime. This explains the 
American lav. s against the 
export and use of very 
advanced encryption solutions 
that don’t have a "master key ” 
(a feature that can be used to 
monitor encrypted messages 
when public security concerns 
entail that). 

As the Internet transcends 
national and jurisdictional 
boundaries, efforts’ lor stipulat¬ 
ing that email hacking is a 
crime and lor eliminating it. 
have ;o be discussed on a multi¬ 
national level Should there be 
enough orchestrated multina¬ 
tional efforts, we will reach the 
day when there will indeed be 
no hackers. 0 

Email address: 

Abbassi y'uets.com.jo 


phone companies announced 
Internet access and display 
through cellular phones. 

Plug-in phones with com¬ 
puter notebook screens and 
keyboards are now being touted 
as Imernet devices. 

Netscape says these devices, 
with far less storage capacity 
than a standard desktop com¬ 
puter. require special browser 
software. 

The independent Navio 


Communications already has 
50 employees and is reportedly 
working with Sony. IBM. Sega. 
Nintendo. NEC and Oracle. 

In a press statement, the new 
company addresses a market 
which has a potential base of 
500 million devices over the 
next five years. 

Navio software or firmware 
will be based on Netscape’s 
internet technologies and stan¬ 
dards. ■ 
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Arabic Windows 95. next 
month 

9 Microsoft is planning to 
launch the Arabic version of 
Windows 95 nexi month. Sep¬ 
tember 1996. postponing it 
slightly from the previously- 
announced date of August 
1996. this month 

This is good news for Arabic 
users who are waiting in antici¬ 
pation. to utilize Microsoft’s 
latest operating system in their 
mother-tongue. 

Since the launch of its Eng- 
li.vh-version last year. Micro¬ 
soft Windows 95 has suc¬ 
ceeded in prevailing as the new 
operating system standard for 
RC users worldwide and looks 
set to achieve the same status 
in the Middle East. 

_ • ’ .;r ;.4 *i>_» ~ _■ ""■ i m 


For more information on 
Arabic Windows 95, contact 
Specialized Technical Services 
(STS), the Microsoft Author¬ 
ized dealer in Jordan, at tele¬ 
phone number 827611. 

IdealSoft joins SPA 

• IdealSoft has recently joined 
the Software Publishers Associ¬ 
ation (SPA), based in Washing¬ 
ton. which includes the world’s 
leading software publishers. 
IdealSoft is the first Jordanian 
company to join this interna¬ 
tional organization. 

.Mr Imad Malhas. general 
manager of IdealSoft. stated the 
importance of establishing a 
software publishers association 
locally, and creating links for it 
with the SPA. 
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An American or Taiwanese PC?: 

Is there a difference? 

A FEW days ago. a friend of mine informed me of his inten¬ 
tion to buy a new PC. After looking around, he had one main 
inquiry that seemed to him as the decisive factor in selecting a 
particular PC or another. 

“Should I buy an American or Taiwanese brand," he asked. 

His inquiry resembles one I hear very often, and which 
many people working in computer companies are also faced 
with. So. what’s the answer to this? It's going to take a little bit 
of explaining. A few years ago. almost everyone agreed that an 
American PC was a higher quality system than. say. a Taiwa¬ 
nese PC. Today, this is not the case anymore, for a number of 
reasons, at the forefront of which is the rise of the cheap, well- 
equipped assembled PC. and the continuous decline in the 
supremacy of the well-known ‘brand PC'. 

Taiwanese, or Singapore-made. PCs were usually much 
cheaper than American and European brands. The reason was 
because they incorporated cheaper components. 

So. logic dictated that the PC with higher quality compo¬ 
nents was the one to choose. Also, there was another aspecL, 
related to the actual manufacture process of American PCs. 

The term used at the time was ‘quality engineering', mean¬ 
ing that American PCs were put together according to high 
engineering standards that maintain quality. This also meant ! 
that all of ihe PC's pans were configured to work well with j 
one another. So. what has changed? Quite a lot, apparently. 

Over the years, the quality of components in Tai wanese PCs 
has risen, due to the continued decrease in the prices of such 
components. Accordingly, American brands have had to com¬ 
pete on prices, and have somewhat witnessed a decrease in the 
quality of components as a result. 

Nowadays, anv PC assembled anywhere, could include the 
same components found in a factory-manufactured American 
PC. They will also work well together, for reasons to do with 
better standards existing today, signaling the demise of the 
‘quality engineering’ concept. 

Nowadays, it would be completely logical and fair to say ! 
that it doesn't matter where a PC comes from, as long as it 
includes the ‘right’ components. 

What are the right components, you may wonder? Well, 
according to a number of technical ’experts' I talked to. a good 
PC would include an original Intel motherboard to start with, 
such as the Intel Triton. An original Intel processor is pre¬ 
ferred. It should include reliable RAM memory modules, that 
are fast. Kingtron RAMs are excellent. Moving to the hard 
disk, it should be a Caviar hard disk from Western Digitial. 
The Super VGA card (video) should have at least 2MB RAM 
and should include Windows acceleration features, such as an 
S3 card. Assuring that you get a good monitor, keyboard, 
mouse and other components goes without saying, but it's the 
‘guts’ of the computer, experts say, that really counts. 

Every once in a while, heavy weight names like Compaq. 
IBM and AST challenge this state of almost complete equality 
among all brands of PCs. by providing PCs that outperform 
others! Check out any computer magazine, that includes a 
round up of 133MHz Pentium PCs with exactly the same com¬ 
ponents. and you will find that some PCs outperform others in 
terms of speed with particular Windows applications. The 
main reason for this is that these systems are optimized to han¬ 
dle. for example, complex graphics because they include a 
slightly better video card than others, or utilize some perfor¬ 
mance enhancement technique. Still, for all practical purposes, 
as a home user, the slight differences in speed and performance 
could be negligible to you. They are not enough to judge that 
one PC is bette"r than the other. 

So. in the current situation of similarity in quality, the deci¬ 
sive factor is service and after-sale support you will be receiv¬ 
ing from your computer supplier. It is fast becoming the most 
important factor of choice for most buyers. Once you’ve 
checked out the PCs components, service should be the criter¬ 
ion. Happy shopping and look out for those components. M 
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By Jennifer Frey 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Sen-ice 

NEW YORK—The 1995 US 
Open had two neat, simple sto¬ 
rylines. One involved the 
intense rivalry between Pete 
Sampras and Andre Agassi. 
The other involved an emotion¬ 
ally charged reunion between 
Steffi Graf and Monica Seles, 
rivals forever linked by one 
simple act of violence. 

TTie 199b US Open is a bil 
messier. Some of the men 

threatened a boy- _ 

cott over C 1 

o,e US rTfl E % 

Tennis \ l k 
Association \ 

’s decision \ 
to deviate ' 
from the t 7T~~ — 
world rank- 
ings in its \ 
seeding pro¬ 
cess. Yevgeny Kafelnikov, the 
French Open champion, has 
gone home in protest, still 

unhappy even after the USTA 
redid the men’s singles draw. 
Sampras has not won a Grand 
Slam this year. Neither has 

Agassi, who has suffered 
through an incredible slump. 

Seles has had injuries, and 
hasn't played all that well since 
she won the Australian Open in 
January. Graf—brilliant at the 
French and Wimbledon—is still 
bogged down by the lax scandal 
that has landed’ her father in a 
German prison. And Lindsay 


Davenport, the gold medalist at 
the Olympics, recently stunned 
Graf in a tournament final. 

Wade through all the clutter, 
though, and the 1996 US Open 
is likely to end as last year’s 
did: With Sampras and Agassi 
meeting in one final, and Graf 
and Seles in the other. 

This year, however, those 
finals will be played on the 
same day. In what could be the 
biggest change at this year's 
Open, the tradi- 
^^ tional Super 
c i Saturday 

A R 3 \ schedule— 

* ^ \ long consid- 

-• \ ere d t*°th a 

\JTi1 \ boon to ten- 

3 yQt U \ nis fans 

t , 3 insult to 
the women 
players—has been 
scrapped, with the women 
now slated to play their singles 
final right before the men on S 
Sept, fn previous years, the 
women played their singles 
final between the two men’s 
singles semifinals Saturday, 
providing a long afternoon of 
often stirring tennis, but an 
uncertain starting time for the 
women's finalists. 

"The women fell theirs 
didn't have a predictable 
time." said Les Snyder, chair¬ 
man of the US Open. “There 
were limes they had to wait 
two or three hours to go on. 
and for the biggest match of 
their tournament, it caused real 
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World tennis player, Thomas Becker stuns audience with one of his graceful moments 


problems." 

Snyder has had his share of 
headaches this week. In an unu¬ 
sual decision, at least for the US 
Open, tournament officials 
decided not to award seed ings 
based strictly on the profes¬ 
sional world rankings. The 
moves they made upset several 
players, including Thomas Mus- 


German wonder-winger 
Libuda dies at 52 


BONN- Reinhard Libuda. known as the 
greatest winger ever sees in German foot¬ 
ball, died of a heart attack on Sunday 
aged 52. 

Libuda, whose mqzy dribbling s kills 
earned him the nickname Stan after Eng¬ 
land’s great post-war forward Stanley 
Matthews, was capped 26 times for Ger¬ 
many and played in the team which 
reached the semifinals of the 1970 World 
Cup. 

He spent his German dub career with 
Schalke and Bornssia Dortmund, scoring 
the goal which won the 1966 European 
Cup Winners' Cnp for Dortmund against 
Liverpool. 

Even today, older German fans remem¬ 


ber a legendary piece of graffiti which 
came to symbolize their affection for 
Libuda. A poster in his home town of Gel¬ 
senkirchen advertised for recruits to a 
religious group with the slogan "Nobody 
gets around Jesus," to which the fans 
added die rider ” — except Libuda." 

Libuda's fortunes went into decline 
after 1972, when he received a lifetime 
ban from the German federation for 
involvement in a league bribery scandal. 
The ban was later lifted, but Libuda 
failed to establish a career for himself out¬ 
side football, and turned to drink. The 
last two years of his life were marked by a 
struggle against cancer, and he died a 
lonely and impoverished figure. ■ 


ter (who is ranked second but 
seeded third) and Kafelnikov, 
who is ranked fourth, but was 
seeded seventh, behind No. o 
Agassi, who is ranked eighth. 

Alter a storm of protest, 
tournament officials re-did the 
draw, but they did not realign 
the seedings to match the rank¬ 
ings. and the new draw turned 
out to be even more positive 
for some American players. 

One of the biggest advan¬ 
tages went to Agassi, who 
could have faced Sampras in 
the semifinals in the original 
draw, hut now would meet him 
in a final rematch. A number of 
seeded players said Sunday 
they plan to insist that seedings 
Tor the next Grand Slam event, 
next year’s Australian Open, 
follow the rankings. 

“I am sure (hat all of us wish 

that it had not occurred." 
Snyder said. "The mam idea is 
that we must do what we 
believe is best for the sport of 
tennis and v,c must do what is 
best for the US Open." 

Sampras still would appear 
to rule men's tennis—he has 
held the lop ranking for a sub¬ 
stantial part of this year—but 
he has nor made it to a Grand 
Slam final in 1996. Boris 
Becker beat Michael Chang 
(the No. 2 seed here, ahead of 
Muster) in the Australian 


Open. Kafelnikov won the 
French. And Richard Krajicek 
won Wimbledon. 

Two of those three champi¬ 
ons—Kafelnikov and Becker, 
who injured his elbow at Wim¬ 
bledon—are not here for the 
Open. And Krajicek is not 
expected to be nearly as domi¬ 
nant on the National Tennis 
Center’s hard courts as he was 
on Wimbledon’s grass with 
that wicked serve of his. Sam¬ 
pras is taking no eomfon in 
any of that. 

“A Ini of guys have stepped 
up this season." said Sampras, 
the No. 1 seed, who will play 
Romanian Adrian Voinea in 
his first-round match. 

The player making the great¬ 
est strides among the women 
has to be Davenport. She upset 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario for 
the first lime in her career to 
win the Olympic gold medal, 
then beat Graf a few weeks 
later. The bubbly. 6-foot-2 
American long has hovered 
Qpar the elite in women's ten¬ 
nis. but she never has won h 
Grand Slam title. 

“I think I’m going to have a 
lot more confidence going into 
the Open," Davenport said 
after her Olympic triumph. ■ 


Ghirbawi’s silver medal 
invigorates Jordan’s sport 


AMMAN (Star)—The Jordanian athlete 
Imad AI Ghirbawi won a silver medal in 
the discus throw tournament for the 
handicapped in the last Olympic Games 
held in Atlanta. Playing within the £52 
category, AI Ghirbawi competed against 
11 players. 

He was able to throw the discus at a 
distance of 17,14 meters breaking his 
Jordanian record of 15,80 meters. 

This victory is the first achievement 
by a Jordanian athlete. 

The Jordanian team included HRH 
Princess Flras Bin Ra’ad, head of the 
technical committee, trainer Fawzi AI 
Zarad and the players Imad al Ghir¬ 
bawi, Adam Fahd, Muhammad Ata Al 
Kisbeh, Adnan Al Aboudi and Abd Al 
Mu’ti Al Awadat for weight lifting. 
Accompanying the delegation were two 
international referees. Azzam Al Zu’bi 
and Mansour Sab’a Al Eish ■ 
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Women continue their 
marathon rivalry 


By Gabby Richards 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Sen-ice 

ATLANTA—The marathon is 
Lhe ultimate test of endu¬ 
rance for an athlete, no mat- r 
ter where it takes place or 
how many hills must be 
crossed. It also will be the 
final test of Ihe 1996 Para¬ 
lympic Games for two ath¬ 
letes from different coun¬ 
tries who dominate 
women’s wheelchair racing. 

Louise Sauvage of Aus¬ 
tralia and Jean Driscoll of 
the United States entered 
three of the same events at 
the Games and both will 
race Sunday in the mara- 
rhon. In their two races so 
far. Sauvage has two gold 
medals: Driscoll has a silver 
and a bronze. 

But the rivalry didn't 
begin here. Sauvage was 
first and Driscoll second in 
the women's 800-mcter exhibi¬ 
tion race at the Olympics. In 
April at the Boston Marathon, 
the order was reversed and 
Driscoll recorded her seventh 


straight Boston title. 

Fortunately for Driscoll. 
Sauvage chose to focus more 
on the middle distances at these 
Games and is taking a less seri- 
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Mind-Body-Spirit 
Internationa] Paralympic Committee 

ous approach to tile marathon. 

"I don’t think I’ll be doing 
anything fantastic in the mara¬ 
thon." Sauvage said. "I’ll just 
be happy to finish, to have a bit 


of fun." 

Sauvage enjoyed winning the 
5,000 Saturday morning at 
Olympic Stadium, edging Dris¬ 
coll for a world record and a 
gold medal in 12 minutes 
_ 40.71 seconds. Driscoll, who 
led after 3.000 meters, fin¬ 
ished in 12:40.80. 

Earlier this week. Sauvage 
set a world record and won 
the gold in the 1.500. Driscoll 
was third, but she set a world 
record of her own with a vic¬ 
tory in the 10.000. Sauvage 
does not race in that event, 
but she won golds in events 
Driscoll sits out, the 800 and 
400. 

“I was hoping (to win) the 
800. but the rest is great.” 
Sauvage said. Winning the 
5.000 and 400 on the same 
day. she added, was "nothing 
I ever dreamed of.” y 

The maraihon begins at 8 >. 
am. with men’s and women’s : 
wheelchair competitors leav¬ 
ing first, followed by all other 
entrants. The race starts outside 
Fulton Gounty Stadium and 
ends inside Olympic Stadium, 
where the Closing Ceremonies 
take place in the evening. ■ 
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